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THE COUNCIL IN 2009-2010

Council Members

Altrincham
The Rev. Celia Midgley

Aled Jones
Elizabeth Roper

Brookfield
Glenise Waterfield

Colin Wyatt

Chorlton
Bob Pounder (Student Pastor)

Sheila Jones
Nicky Jenkins (retired July 2009)

Cross Street
The Rev. Jane Barraclough

Derek McAuley (retired November 2009)
Lucy Gough (from May 2009)

Dean Row
The Rev. Dr. Vernon Marshall

Maureen Bode
Elizabeth Earp (retired April 2009)

Ken Johnson (from April 2009)

Dob Lane
The Rev. Andrew Parker

Elsie Deas

Hale
The Rev. Dr. Vernon Marshall

Geoffrey Head

Knutsford
The Rev. Alexander Bradley

Brian Crompton (retired April 2009)
Mary Horne (from May 2009)

Beulah Cornes (from May 2009)



Macclesfield
The Rev. Michael Dadson

Andreas Wiesner (retired April 2009)
John Hartshorn (from May 2009)

Monton
The Rev. Charles VanDenBroeder
Nicky Jenkins (Student Lay Pastor)

Oldham
Danny Crosby (Student Pastor)

Marian Nuttall

Rivington
Dennis Crompton

Vince McCully

Styal
The Rev. Alexander Bradley

Prof. Geoffrey Levermore

Urmston
The Rev. Celia Midgley

Frances Teagle

Unitarian College

The Rev. Dr. Ann Peart (to her retirement as Principal)
The Rev. Alex Bradley (from his appointment as Principal)

Co-opted member
Frank Hytch (till November, 2009)

Link person with the GA Executive Committee
Elisabeth Dyson Jones (to April 2009)

Joan Cook (from May 2009)

The Manchester District Association
The MDA was initially a body of “gentleman subscribers”, formed in 1859 as a successor to the Lancashire and Cheshire Mis-
sionary Society (1821). It was reformed on its present democratic basis, with ministerial and lay representation of its member
congregations, in 1891.

ANNUAL MEETING

The 118
th

Annual Meeting was held at Wilbraham Road Unitarian Church, Chorlton, on April 25
th

, 2009.
The President offered a warm welcome to those present, and especially to Jack Hines and Dawn and Roy Buckle from the
East Cheshire Union.
Diane Rutter conducted the Opening Devotions. We remembered in our prayers those not with us (deceased, ill, in distress)
and were reminded of future ministry’s objective, which was to develop new ways of enabling ministry to encompass every-
one, with the ultimate aim of enabling spiritual leadership in all communities. This theme was reflected in the choice of
hymns: We would be one as now we join in singing” and “We’ll build a land where we bind up the broken.”

Present
Marian Nuttall, (President), Alex Bradley (President Elect), Ken Johnson (Treasurer), Penny Johnson (General Secretary),
Geoffrey Head, Celia Midgley, John Midgley, Aled Jones, Martin West, Maureen Bode, Larry Bode, Bob Pounder, Amanda
Birchenough, Geoff Levermore, Charles VanDenBroeder, Irene Hitchcock, Tom Grimshaw, Sheila Jones, Vernon Marshall,
Alan Eastwood, Mair Strachan, Ann Clayton, Mary Horne, Miriam Dewhurst, Diane Rutter, Nicky Jenkins, Angela Fowler, Pe-
ter Sampson, Danny Crosby, Betty Lomas, Beryl Worthington, Erica Richardson, Mike Richardson, and Jack Hines, Dawn
Buckle and Roy Buckle, visitors from the East Cheshire Union:
Apologies were received from Joan Wylie, Ann Latham, Eila Forrester, Ann Peart, Michael Dadson, Dennis Crompton, Judith
Crompton, Derek McAuley, Andrew Parker, Elsie Deas, Frances Teagle, Vince McCully, Andreas Wiesner, Jane Barraclough,
Brian Crompton.



Minutes

The minutes were approved as a correct record.

Financial Report

The Treasurer, Ken Johnson presented the Financial Report for 2008. The auditors were prepared to sign the accounts with

two small amendments. The auditors were not presented with the draft accounts until 25
th

March, owing to the Treasurer’s ill-
ness.
Salient points in the accounts:
During the year the value of the Company’s investments had declined by £269,982 – over 25% on the starting figure.

Current assets had increased by £19,003. Bank balances and deposits amounted to almost £150,000. As an operating en-
tity the Charity was well able to carry out its obligation to support member churches. It was generally thought that income
from dividends would be reduced in 2009 and 2010 as companies’ profits decline due to the serious world financial position.
This situation should not affect the District’s ability to make grants, which in 2008, amounted to £41,856, all but £11,500 being
spent within the Denomination, and the latter sum supporting the poor of Greater Manchester. He then invited any questions
on the accounts. Celia Midgley suggested that the word “subscription” might not be the correct term to describe the contribu-
tions by congregations in the District, and Geoffrey Head deplored the fact that year after year the value of those
contributions did not increase, and recommended that they should be increased by at least £5 each year.

On page 21 under “The Cheshire Standing Advisory Council for Religious Education”, Vernon Marshall pointed out that Che-
shire County Council no longer exists. It has been divided into East and West Cheshire, and eventually there would be two
SACRES, one in West Cheshire, as well as the one on which he serves as our Representative.

Aled Jones queried the production of this very comprehensive Report and Accounts for 2010, but Ken Johnson assured the
Meeting that Frances Teagle had agreed to format it as she had done for the last ten years. He expressed appreciation to
Penny and Ken Johnson and Frances Teagle for producing the Report and Accounts.

It was proposed by Charles VanDenBroeder and seconded by Geoffrey Head that the Report and Accounts be adopted.
They were formally approved.

Presentation to Ken Johnson on his retirement

The President, Marian Nuttall, expressed appreciation to Ken for his fifteen years of service to the District as Treasurer, and
for all the extra responsibilities he had undertaken in examining the accounts of our constituent congregations, and for his
part in selling Flagg Chapel, and dispersing the proceeds to appropriate causes. She presented him with a gift of a cheque
for £500 and the computer and monitor, which he had planned to purchase from the Manchester District Association.

Election of Treasurer

It was proposed by Ken Johnson and seconded by Geoffrey Head that Martin G. West be appointed Treasurer. This was
unanimously approved, with acclaim.

Election of Secretary

It was proposed by Martin G. West and seconded by Peter Sampson that Penny Johnson be re-elected as Secretary. This
was unanimously approved.

Election of President Elect

It was proposed by Geoffrey Head that seconded by Peter Sampson that Ken Johnson be elected as President Elect. This
was unanimously approved.



Election of Executive Committee

It was proposed by Marian Nuttall and seconded by Alex Bradley that Derek McAuley be appointed to the Executive Commit-
tee for three years. It was proposed by Marian Nuttall and seconded by Nicky Jenkins that Vernon Marshall be elected to the
Executive Committee for three years, and it was proposed by Nicky Jenkins and seconded by Ken Johnson that Aled Jones
be elected to the Executive Committee for two years. Charles VanDenBroeder and Elsie Deas retired at the end of three
years’ service, Bob Pounder retired on entering Unitarian College to train for the Ministry, Andrew Parker and Michael Dad-
son remain on the Committee.
The Executive Committee is as listed below:

President: Alex Bradley
Vice President: Marian Nuttall,
President Elect: Ken Johnson

General Secretary: Penny Johnson
Treasurer: Martin G. West

Superintendent of Lay Preachers’ Fellowship: Ann Peart
Secretary of the Lay Preachers’ Fellowship: Geoffrey Head

Committee: Andrew Parker, Michael Dadson, Derek McAuley, Vernon Marshall, Aled Jones

.

Congregational Highlights

Larry Bode reported that Dean Row Chapel now had a website, and encouraged all congregations to have a website also.
.
Alex Bradley reported that Brook Street Chapel had received final approval for its access improvement programme
.
Geoff Levermore, on behalf of Norcliffe Chapel, congratulated Alex Bradley on his engagement to Jean McNeile, and on his
appointment as Principal of Unitarian College Manchester.

Bob Pounder expressed appreciation to the MDA on behalf of the Manuzza family, who had been given the right to remain in
the United Kingdom, partly due to our initiative.

Dawn Buckle drew attention to two Worship Studies Courses at Luther King House, which she asked to be circulated to the
Manchester District Churches.

Aled Jones reminded the District that the next MDA meetings of the Executive and Council would be held at Dunham Road
Chapel and not at Cross Street Chapel, as usual.

Date of Next Meeting

The date of the next Annual General Meeting was fixed for Saturday, April 24
th

2010.

Votes of thanks

The President then expressed appreciation to Diane Rutter and Alex Bradley for their devotions, to Sheila Jones for her stir-
ring music, to Dawn Buckle for her Presentation on future ministry, and to Chorlton Unitarians for hosting the meeting and
and for providing refreshments.

Geoffrey Head expressed thanks to the retiring President, Marian Nuttall. He recalled her association over many years with
Oldham, and included in his words of thanks memories of her husband, Colin Nuttall, a great protagonist of penal reform, who
was instrumental in the formation of the Penal Affairs Panel, and Clarisse Nuttall, President of the Association from 1991-3.
He went on to say that Marian had never put herself forward for high office, but had then accepted it when she felt called
upon to do so. She was Treasurer of Oldham and the Provincial Assembly, and as President of the Manchester District As-
sociation, has visited all the congregations in the MDA, and attended meetings of the East Cheshire Union. During her time
of office, she has been self-effacing and modest, and had always done a wonderful job. We are very grateful to Marian for
her Presidency during the last two years.

Installation of new President

Marian Nuttall then installed the Rev. Alex Bradley as President for 2009 and 2010, who then performed his first duty as Pre-
sident by presenting Marian Nuttall with a bouquet of flowers from the Manchester District Association.



He thanked Nicky Jenkins, Miriam Dewhurst, Amanda Birchenough and Diane Rutter and other helpers for the excellent
lunch.

In the afternoon our guest speaker, Dawn Buckle, spoke about future ministry, and in particular, two models:
(a) A high tech model, with support to far flung churches via the web, where ministry is available,

and worship conducted on-line.
(b) Collaborative team ministries, the most likely ministries to succeed where it is not possible to

have a full time minister.

She spoke of “clusters” of congregations with trained cluster consultants, where skills and talents, knowledge, time, re-
sources, among individual people in the cluster of congregations were identified, and used for the good of all, and where the
financial commitment was to the whole cluster, not to a particular congregation. This would involve letting go of autonomy,
being open to change, taking risks, and being positive. Celia Midgley highlighted the need to encourage more people to enter
the ministry, and to adequately finance them.

The new President, Alex Bradley, warmly thanked Dawn for her Presentation. He recalled the words of the Rev. Dudley Ri-
chards, who asked the questions, “What are you going to do about it?” and “By what authority do we act?” Alex endorsed all
that Dawn had said: back our congregations, and be generous.

Closing Devotions by the new President

Alex Bradley asked what are the things that unite us? In things essential, unity, in things unessential, liberty. In all things
charity (love). His readings were St. Paul’s words on the body and its members, a poem by Joseph Norris, “Drop a pebble in
the water,” and words by Robert Fulghum on the importance of being in other people’s lives, and supporting one another. His
choice of hymns was: God speaks to us in bird and song, and The Rose is Queen among the flowers. His final prayer was
by Reginald Wilde: May we radiate hope where others may feel only depression and misgiving. May we radiate courage
when others grow faint-hearted and are likely to fall. May we radiate loving-kindness and compassion where too often the
world is heartless and unconcerned; may we radiate contagious good humour where impatience or indifference is common.
May we radiate tolerance and the desire to understand where others are too often judged by mere labels or without real en-
quiry; may we radiate unselfishness and generosity, where too often the world is ruled by mere self-advantage; may we
radiate an unremitting desire for truth, where others are frequently blinded by passion, or greed, or uninformed prejudice, and
may we do all these things without pride or pretention or self-consciousness.

People

During the year we welcomed to Council Lucy Gough (Cross Street Chapel), John Hartshorn (King Edward Street Chapel,
Macclesfield), Beulah Cornes (Brook Street Chapel, Knutsford), Mary Horne (Brook Street Chapel, Knutsford). Nicky Jenkins
became Student Lay Pastor at Monton Church, and Bob Pounder and Danny Crosby became Student Pastors at Chorlton
and Oldham respectively, and were welcomed to Council in that capacity). Three Council members retired during the year,
Elizabeth Earp (Dean Row Chapel), Andreas Wiesner (King Edward Street Chapel, Macclesfield), and Brian Crompton
(Brook Street Chapel, Knutsford).

We have been pleased to welcome Joan Cook from St. Mark’s Unitarian Church, Edinburgh, as the link person from the GA
Executive Committee, to our meetings.

Frances Teagle retired from the Office at Cross Street Chapel on March 31
st

. The Council expressed their appreciation of
her work for the MDA, and wished her happiness in the future.

Derek McAuley left the District on becoming the Chief Officer of the General Assembly, and Ann Peart was nominated by the
GA Executive Committee as General Assembly Vice President for 2010-11, to become President in 2011-2012.

Obituary – Frank Hytch

As Editor of the Unitarian Frank always had a keen eye for something that he thought his readers would find interesting as
well as sometimes amusing. He worked quietly and efficiently behind the scenes to ensure that the magazine was produced
on time, and always thought carefully about what would make it more interesting, whilst being very different from our other
national publication, The Inquirer.

Last year Frank was heavily involved (along with Frances Teagle) in producing the history of The Unitarian, ‘A Journey 1903
–‘. In this Frank wrote about how he approached taking over as Editor, saying that he did not seek to make radical changes,



and the basis of The Unitarian would continue to be reports of gatherings, shorter items culled from church newsletters
(Countrywide News) and a few longer pieces derived from various denominational sources.

He did however introduce new features. The Thought for the Month, The Lighter Side and the introduction of profiles of con-
gregations and leaders. The May double issue always included reports and photographs from the GA meetings and whilst it
is very difficult with a monthly production to always be on the ball with latest events and ministerial appointments, Frank
always managed to glean the information he needed in time for it to still be of relevance.

I first started working with Frank in 2007 when I took over as Business Manager of the magazine and always enjoyed my tele-
phone conversations with him. He had a gentle guiding way about him and I will miss speaking to him.

Frank also had a long working relationship with the printer of the magazine, County Press in Bala, Wales, and they particu-
larly asked that we include their condolences along with ours to his family. It is with sadness that we say, that The Journey of
The Unitarian will continue without his guiding hand – he will be missed, by all who knew him.

Liz Shaw

It would help us considerably if every church would contribute to the life of the Association by sending their delegates to meet-
ings of the Council, to assist the President the Officers and the Executive in their decision-making. We put a great deal of
effort into the preparation of our Annual General meetings and would value the support of all our congregations.

CONGREGATIONAL REPORTS

Brook Street Chapel, Knutsford

Minister: The Rev. Alexander Bradley (until July, 2009)
Tel: 01565-754465

Secretary: Doreen Evans
5 St. Peters Avenue, Knutsford WA16 0DN

Tel: 01565-634229
Email: evansdor@btinternet.com

Treasurer:
Alan Eastwood

7 Arundel Close, Knutsford WA16 9BZ
Tel: 01565 632950. Email: alaneastwood@ntlworld.com

The congregation at Brook Street were very sorry to say goodbye to their minister Alex Bradley in July and wished him well in
his new position as principal of the Unitarian College in Manchester, also for his forthcoming marriage. Fund raising for the
big project to improve access to the chapel has been ongoing and we have had some good concerts well attended by mem-
bers of the wider public, which help to put our chapel on the map. The Women’s League continues to provide social cohesion
and organises the Christmas Fair and mans a stall at the local Lions Street Fair as well as providing interesting talks.

The pulpit has been filled each week by many of our skilled lay preachers and other ministers which has given a lot of variety
and has been appreciated by the majority. However we do need a spiritual leader and so were glad to receive an application
for the Half-time post which was advertised on the vacant pulpit list. We therefore hope that in 2010 the congregation will wel-
come a new minister.

In December the contract was signed with builders to begin the work on access and this commences in January to be fin-
ished by the end of May 2010.
As Mrs Gaskell the novelist is buried in our graveyard we look forward to receiving many visitors in 2010 which is the year of
the bicentenary of her birth, when a flower Festival will be held in the Chapel in May and later in the year a talk on her life.
We continue to welcome visitors to Sunday services and sometimes a new member.
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Brookfield Unitarian Church

Acting Secretary/Treasurer: F. Margaret Smith
41 Somerford Road, Reddish, Stockport, Cheshire SK5 6QA.

Tel: 0161-320-7016
Email: fmargaretsmith@aol.com

Brookfield is a small friendly congregation holding regular services twice a month on the first and third Sundays conducted by
visiting Ministers, lay people and friends.

During 2009 Brookfield took part in the Gorton 100 celebrations commemorating Gorton,being part of Manchester City for
100 years. The K1 Beyer Garrett Locomotive travelled back to Manchester and was for a short time on view outside the
Church, parked in alignment with Richard Peacock’s mausoleum for a wreath laying ceremony by representatives of Manche-
ster Museum of Science and Industry, Ffestiniog and Welsh Highland Railways, local dignitaries, former Beyer Peacock
employee, and Denise Rutland Brookfield Church Trustee. A one minute silence to honour and remember the great
benefactor of Brookfield Church and Gorton, Richard Peacock, was started and ended by the whistle of the K1.

An exhibition focusing on the life and work of Richard Peacock, Charles Beyer and Herbert Garrett was open during the Gor-
ton 100 celebrations and is still on display in the Church.
Brookfield has been awarded an English Heritage grant towards work on the Church stained glass windows and steeple.
English Heritage held the regional launch at Brookfield hosting local TV, radio and newspaper reporters at the event.

We continue to be optimistic in our aim to maintain this fine architectural building as a place of worship for future generations.

Chorlton Unitarians

Student Minister: Bob Pounder
Tel: 0161-339-6740

Email: bob.pounder@tesco.net

Secretary: Diane Rutter
112 Mulberry Court, Salford, Manchester M6 5PG

Tel: 0787-121-5920
Email Contact: Mike Rutter (member of Chorlton Unitarians): email: mike.rutter@jdwilliams.co.uk

Treasurer: Tom Grimshaw
22 South Drive, Chorlton, Manchester M21 8DY

Tel: 0161-881-1182. Email: grimshaws@talktalk.net

Chorlton has said goodbye to its two oldest members within the last year, Kathleen Bennett and Elgar Petch. Both were much
loved, stalwart members who have served the congregation over many years and are very fondly remembered by all who
knew them.

In balance, we have gained three new congregants – one of whom has become a member.

Last September we bid farewell to Nicky Jenkins whom we are pleased has been accepted by UCM as a student. Nicky is
currently a student at the Monton congregation and once she has graduated as Lay Leader we hope that she will visit us and
take services. Again, where we have lost we have also gained and we were very pleased to welcome Bob Pounder as our
quarter time student minister. Bob has been very busy on our behalf, particularly in the Chorlton Churches Together move-
ment. He and Amanda Birchenough were part of a CCT team that set up and ran a ‘Quiet Zone’ over the pre-Christmas
period in Chorlton shopping centre – from which came a booklet that is being made available to churches in the area. We are
also part of the CCT website and we have been to a shared service and hope to attend more in the future.

Amanda and Keith became very proud grandparents in 2009 and in September Ella Grace was presented to our congrega-
tion by her parents Alice and Matthew in a service conducted by Diane Rutter.

Diane Rutter and Tom Grimshaw fill in the gaps between Bob’s services as well as preaching in the district, and other mem-
bers of the congregation also take services at Chorlton resulting in a varied programme that we enjoy very much.
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A concert by One Accord was held in December to raise funds for the church which we enjoyed so much we hope they will
visit us again in the summer.

Before she left us Nicky Jenkins was working on a new website for Chorlton and we happy to say that is now up and running
and can be found at the following: http:// www.ukunitarians.org.uk/chorlton.

Cross Street Chapel Manchester

Minister: The Rev. Jane Barraclough
Tel: 0161-839-6824 and daytime 0161-834-0019

Email: revjvb@googlemail.com

Secretary: Peter Sampson,
11 East Road, Lancaster, LA1 3EE. Tel: 01524-66559

Treasurer: Joy Winder
10 Demesne Road, Whalley Range, Manchester M16 8HG

Tel: 0161-226-6948.
email: joy@joywinder.co.uk

2009 has been a busy and successful year at Cross Street, co-ordinated by our Minister, the Rev. Jane Barraclough. Regu-
lar fixtures have been the lunchtime recitals embracing a range of instrumental and vocal ensembles or soloists and
culminating the ever popular “Anthems for Advent”. Two meditation circles and the Earth Spirit group are now well
established, and meeting monthly to celebrate the changing seasons.

The discussion group “U-Café” has transmogrified into the Film Club , recently started; Roundelay rehearses and performs
regularly; we have enjoyed congregational lunches at special times, held Fairtrade cafés and bookstalls.

We enjoyed a production of Samuel Beckett’s “Happy Days” presented by Freehold Theatre Company from Lancaster.

We heard other music performances: jazz from Josh Johnston and friends from Dublin and cellos and piano from Benny Hui
and Ying-ying Han in aid of the Tyddyn Bach Trust in North Wales. Peter Sampson read second world war poetry on Re-
membrance Day.

We enjoyed a summer outing to the Nightingale Centre Open Day.
We hosted the Women’s World Day of Prayer Service.

Our Chairman, Derek McAuley, has been elevated to high office in the denomination, Chief Officer of the G.A. (Lisa Caldwell
has stepped in to act as our Chair until our AGM). Derek also edited our newsletter and that responsibility has been underta-
ken by David Hughes.

The death occurred of one of our staunchest members. Eric Armitage. His funeral service at Manchester Crematorium was
conducted by the Minister.

Dean Row Chapel, Wilmslow

Minister: The Rev. Dr. Vernon Marshall
Tel: 0161-343-2705

Email: doctorvernon@gmail.com

Secretary: Michael Cuerden
6 Norwood Avenue, Bramhall, Stockport, Cheshire SK7 1BJ

Tel: 0161-439-8165.
email: cuerden@waitrose.com

Treasurer: Peter G. Shaw
2 Chesham Road, Wilmslow, Cheshire SK9 6HA.

Tel: 01625-584881.
email: PGShaw@aol.com
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Despite the severe winter weather and illness in a number of our Members, attendance at Sunday services at Dean Row
have maintained a high average of 59. The continued enthusiastic support of the congregation can also be gauged by the
donation of 90 copies of the new hymn book, Sing Your Faith. Those who have given copies will have their names inscribed
inside, with a dedication if they wish.

Our organist for the last 30 years, David Rothwell, has retired from playing at our Sunday services and rites of passage. We
are fortunate that Barry Shaw has agreed to play in future at all services.

Like many old chapels, we have run out of space in the chapel yard; only registered Members are entitled to have their ashes
placed under a small memorial tablet within the chapel grounds. However, we have established a memorial wall on the con-
gregational hall, on which anyone may place a small plaque, which chapel officers order from Timpson’s. The cost is about
£35, plus a suitable donation. Two members have also donated benches in the area, where members and visitors can sit
peacefully. A memorial register is being compiled in which more detail of those named on the plaques will be recorded.

Dob Lane Chapel, Failsworth

Minister: The Rev. Andrew Parker
Tel: 0161-643-1824

Email: arp9898@hotmail.com

Secretary: Elsie Deas
51 Assheton Crescent, Newton Heath, Manchester M40 1NN

Tel: 0161-688-4498
email: edeas2851@aol.com

Treasurer:
Graham Timperley

19 Walker Road, Chadderton, Oldham, Lancashire OL9 8DB.
Tel: 0161-681-4482

Unfortunately towards the end of the year we have had quite a lot of sickness at Chapel, resulting in
a number of hospitalisations and broken bones which in turn reduced the average attendance at services and
to end the year, at our carol service, our organist slipped on the ice and badly cut his head and strained his back ending up at
casualty Undaunted we carried on without music. Hopefully all are now on the mend.

Due to losses on our investments, as has affected all other chapels, we felt we could not carry on covering the services our
minister didn’t take and therefore we closed every third Sunday. However due to a welcome increased grant from the MDA
and from the Sustentation Fund we are to reinstate third Sunday Services commencing January 2010.

We have supported during the year the following charitable organisations – Oldham Mountain rescue, Salvation Army Christ-
mas Meal Appeal, Send a Child to Hucklow and a closing collection after the Remembrance Day service for Help the Heroes.

Dunham Road Unitarian Chapel – Altrincham

Minister: Rev Celia Midgley
Tel: 0161-928-0246

Secretary: Aled Jones
12 Manor Drive, Chorlton, Manchester M21 7GQ

Tel:0161-445-6935 email: aled.jones2@ntlworld.com

Treasurer: Martin G. West
The Chaplain’s House, West lane, High Legh, Knutsford, Cheshire WA16 6LR

Tel: 01925-754448 e-mail: west@highlegh.globalnet.co.uk

Congregational life during the year has been busy and varied, but conforming to our usual pattern. Celia Midgley continued to
serve the congregation, but for the greater part worked half time. We thank members of the congregation and other worship
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leaders for taking services in her absence. Three elderly members passed away during the year, but we were pleased to
welcome two new members and we have some new regular attenders, who it is hoped will formally join the congregation.

Five members of the Junior Chapel gained their Chalice Awards (3 gold and 2 bronze) and the congregation was very
pleased to welcome Mary Wightman from our Dundee congregation to present the awards at our evening candlelight service,
when the children took part in the service. We congratulate the children and thank the Junior Chapel leaders and helpers for
their work. Our social programme was active; we paid two summer evening visits to the Macclesfield and Chowbent congre-
gations when we were warmly welcomed. We had an enjoyable congregational weekend at the Nightingale Centre in July
and our two gift events were enjoyable and very successful financially. As usual the congregation took part in the Christian
Aid week house-to-house collection and the chapel is active and supports the Altrincham Interfaith Group. The monthly dis-
cussion group continues to meet. The Women’s League continues to make a valuable contribution to chapel life.

Celia Midgley will complete a 21 year-long ministry to the congregation in 2010, we thank her for her dedicated work to this
congregation, but she has also served the Manchester District and the wider denomination loyally and with distinction and we
thank her for this.

Hale Chapel, Hale Barns

Minister: The Rev. Dr. Vernon Marshall
Tel: 0161-343-2705

Email: doctorvernon@gmail.com

Contact/Chair: Helen Wilson
1 Fairywell Road, Timperley, Altrincham, Cheshire WA15 6XA.

Tel: 0161-962-9661
email: helen@wilson7477.fsnet.co.uk

Treasurer:
Margaret E. Taylor

60 Ridgeway Road, Timperley, Altrincham, Cheshire WA15 7HD.
Tel: 0161-980-3813

email: me.taylor@tiscali.co.uk

The congregation at Hale is maintaining its membership. The Rev. Dr. Vernon Marshall has successfully been minister for
over a year now and we are continuing to work closely together with Dean Row.

We continue to be members of Altrincham Inter-Faith Group, which this year has organised a number of events to promote in-
ter-faith understanding in the community and some of the congregation are members of friendship groups to enable better
understanding between faiths.

Some members attended a charity interfaith dinner which was both for adults and children. The food was prepared by differ-
ent faith groups, and keynote speakers and the Deputy Mayor attended. The group also visits different places of worship,
and it is hoped to invite other faiths to the chapel in the next year.

The congregation has also worked together to organise a variety of social and fund-raising events, such as coffee mornings
and theatre visits, and a flourishing book club which members of the chapel enjoy.

Members of the congregation continue to maintain and improve the chapel grounds by working regularly together to ensure
that the garden gives pleasure to everyone. A new seat and notice board has been erected in memory of a member of the
congregation.

Membership of the Junior Church continues, and the children are increasingly keen to attend and contribute to worship every
month by taking the collection, reading verse and singing songs. They performed a play in the chapel at the Carol Service
which they developed themselves, and this was a great success and enjoyed by the entire congregation. Now the children
are older we would like them to start working for the Chalice Awards.
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King Edward Street Chapel, Macclesfield

Minister: The Rev. Michael Dadson
Tel: 01663-750671

Email: michael.dadson@maccunitarians.co.uk

Secretary:
Stephanie Ramage, 122 Bond Street, Macclesfield, Cheshire SK11 6RE.

Tel: 01625-423417
Email: stephanie.ramage@btinternet.com

Treasurer:
Stephen Cann

Bollingroup, Suite 4 Bailey Court, Green Street, Macclesfield, Cheshire SK10 1JQ
Tel: 01625-869754

Email: stephen.cann@bollingroup.com

It is with sadness that I begin this report by announcing the death of Marjorie Woodman. Marjorie was a life long member of
King Edward Street Chapel – she came to the Chapel as a little girl and was a faithful member of this community for the
whole of her life.

It is difficult to believe that it is now 5 years since Michael Dadson came to King Edward Street Chapel to be ‘Minister with the
Unitarians’. I use quotation marks because for me (secretary) and for the members of our congregation that word ‘with’ is
very important. Michael is walking with us. This journey side by side has been rewarding, at times frustrating, challenging
and loving. Michael’s ministry with us has created a grown up spiritual community….a community in which we support one
another and truly know what it means to be autonomous Unitarians responsible for our own diverse spiritual journeys. We
speak to one another. We support one another. We laugh and cry and play together….sometimes we argue! The life of the
Chapel is evolving all the time and our numbers are growing. We have what may appear as ‘two communities within one’.
On Tuesday the Tao Community meets. It was never intended that this should be anything else but another strand of the core
community. H owever, many of the people who attend Tao do not attend on Sunday. The average attendance recently has
grown to 14. It gives those who attend a different spiritual dimension and without any pressure to ‘attend on Sunday’. We
have done the usual things, celebrated Harvest, Christmas and the Chapel Anniversary, held concerts and the occasional ex-
hibition, but these things are merely vehicles for the important business of living together in community.

Monton Church, Eccles

Minister:
The Rev. Charles VanDenBroeder

Tel: 0161-793-8271
Email: cvandenbroeder@gmail.com

Student Lay Pastor:
Nicky Jenkins:

Tel: 0161-225-9734
Email: nicky@jenkins.name

Secretary: Sylvia Williams,10 Sindsley Road, Swinton, Manchester, M27 9UZ.
Tel: 0161-728-3071

Treasurer: Sheila Young
16 Algernon Street, Monton, Eccles, Manchester M30 9QA.

Tel: 0161-707-6206

Fundraising has been at the centre of activities at Monton. Repairs to the building are ongoing and are concentrated on the
south side of the church where one of the stained glass windows was in urgent need of renovation. The Sunday lunches held
four or five times a year are still popular. The Women’s League is stronger this year than for some time.

The Rev. Charles VanDenBroeder continues to hold a discussion group each month and we thank Charles for his support
and leadership during 2009. Once again his unfailing good humour has been much in evidence. Thank you, Charles.

file://C:/Users/John/Documents/Chapel Sites/MDA/pdfs/mailto:nicky@jenkins.name
file://C:/Users/John/Documents/Chapel Sites/MDA/pdfs/mailto:stephen.cann@bollingroup.com
file://C:/Users/John/Documents/Chapel Sites/MDA/pdfs/mailto:stephanie.ramage@btinternet.com


Student Pastor Nicky Jenkins has been based at Monton for some months, and she introduced a new kind of Remembrance
Day Service, and also led a Blue Christmas Service, especially for those who find Christmas a difficult period. She has held
bible reading classes and will hold a discussion group after Sunday Services in February, 2010.

December, 2009, was, as usual, a busy month with the Christmas tree going up in Church in readiness for the Toy Service,
after which the toys were given to Social Services to distribute. Eccles Borough Band played at our Carol Service and the
Candlelight Service on Christmas Eve was well attended, despite bad weather. The collection that night was in aid of “Send
a Child to Hucklow”. The Church with its Christmas decorations and flowers played host to Chatsworth High School, a local
school catering for pupils with special needs, who held their Christmas concert there.

Norcliffe Chapel, Styal

Minister: The Rev. Alex Bradley
Tel: 01565-754465

Secretary: Heather Brown
44 Styal Road, Wilmslow, Cheshire SK9 4AG.

Tel: 01625-523471 Email: brathay@hotmail.co.uk

Treasurer: Ruth Taylor
10 Heald Grove, Heald Green, Cheadle, Cheshire SK8 3RX.

Tel: 0161-437-6795
email: prtaylor76@hotmail.com

The highlight of the chapel’s year was the wedding of our minister Alex Bradley to Jean McNeile on 22
nd

August, a lovely sun-
ny day.

Alex became the Principal of Unitarian College Manchester in September and shares the ministry at Norcliffe as a part time
minister. This seems to be working well and we have enjoyed visits from other ministers.

Services are held each Sunday when everyone is welcomed. Over the year we celebrated our annual Marriage Celebration-
Service and Mothering Sunday, (complete with posies). The Chapel was opened in September for Heritage Sunday when
over ninety people visited. Our Harvest Festival in early October brought more visitors

in when the Chapel was open earlier in the day. The Roundelay choir performed for us. Beryl Worthington took the Toy Ser-
vice; the children involved performed well. The toys were taken to the Wood Street Mission in Manchester, as were our
harvest goods.

We look forward to 2010. We have a strong Chapel Council with a new link to the National Trust, to hopefully help with work
needing attention.

Oldham Unitarian Chapel

Student Pastor:
Danny Crosby

Tel: 07908-894049
Email: dannydcrosby@hotmail.com

Secretary: Cathy Hall
64 Hillside Avenue, Shaw, Oldham OL2 8TP.

Tel: 01706-841798
Email: cathhall@myway.com

Treasurer:
Marian Nuttall

52 Seville Street, Royton, Oldham, Lancs OL2 6AN
Tel: 0161-287-3371

Email: zen134413@zen.co.uk
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Over the last twelve months we have been very busy at Oldham. We are continuing to refurbish the building and have re-
placed all the windows, one of which is a splendid stained glass window featuring a chalice. It was designed by local artist
John Orton, and was dedicated at a special service at the end of the year by Alex Bradley. We have Danny Crosby with us
as a Student Pastor until June, and he is working hard to represent us within the town at various events. We are in the pro-
cess of advertising for a half time minister, and hope that our endeavours will be successful.

Queens Road Unitarian Free Church, Urmston

Minister: The Rev. Celia Midgley
Tel: 0161-928-0246

Secretary: Eric Jackson
105 Roseneath Road, Urmston, Manchester M41 5AY

Tel: 0161-748-2190. email: Eric_Jackson@TDWH.co.uk

Treasurer: Frances Teagle
213A High Street West, Glossop, Derbyshire SK13 8EX.

Tel: 01457-868119 email: fteagle@btinternet.com

If Queens Road’s year could be described as a balance sheet, 2009 would probably show us to have ended the year posting
a loss. The highlight of the congregation’s year was to see our Junior Church members receiving their Chalice Scheme Gold
Awards at the GA Meetings in Chester, we were very proud of all concerned, not forgetting the Junior Church leaders who
steered the children to this achievement. We were also delighted that friends since junior school, June Hill and Sheila Farrell
both celebrated significant “0” birthdays. We have also seen a few new people attending services, some on a fairly regular
basis which is always encouraging.

Sadly we lost both Leo and Margaret Young earlier in the year and long standing member John Williams is no longer able to
attend worship. It was with mixed emotions that we bade farewell to our dear friends Kevin and Amanda Pryzner-Dunn who
left the UK in November for a new life in Amanda’s homeland of Canada. Since leaving they have kept in touch but we do
miss their cheerfulness and endeavour in all church activities. So many members of the congregation needed hospital treat-
ment in 2009 that the rest of this report could be filled with their names. Luckily everyone seems to be on the mend, most
recently we were delighted to welcome back Frances Teagle following her hip operation.

The main issue of the year was the Dunham Road/Queens Road continued search for a new minister. Rev. Celia Midgley ex-
tended her incumbency by six months to help the process and happily we are now making progress. Four decades of the
Midgley ministries will soon be over and will be celebrated but as ever, we must look to the future and embrace the change.

Our information leaflet went to press and after an initial show of reluctance by Trafford Libraries, we were able to distribute
them. Progress on our website has stuttered as the members involved with it were amongst the casualties mentioned above,
but launching the website is a priority for 2010.

So, as intimated earlier, I feel that the debit column outweighs the credit side but the impetus of a new minister will hopefully
provide a catalyst for 2010 to be a better year for everyone at Queens Road.

Rivington Unitarian Chapel

Secretary: Joan Thursby
5 Lovat Road, Bolton, BL2 6LP.

Tel: 01204 520264

Treasurer: Frank Ascroft
13A Highfield Road North, Adlington, Chorley, PR6 9RN

Tel: 01257 483635

This last year saw the triennial pilgrimage at the Chapel, which was a huge success. Chapel members and visitors met in the
“Top Barn” as usual, and enjoyed a traditional Lancashire lunch. The toast was “To Civil and Religious Liberty the world
over.” After lunch we walked in procession back to the Chapel, led by the Chairman, Vince McCully with “One Accord” play-
ing for us.
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Weddings and Naming Ceremonies were down on last year, but those that took place were very happy occasions.

In conjunction with English Heritage, we had an Open Day when we welcomed many visitors to the Chapel. We had our
usual Strawberry Tea in July, which was enjoyed by all. The Christmas Carol Service was curtailed due to the weather, but
quite a few hardy members and friends managed to make it, including Father Christmas.

Last but not least we now have a new notice board in the grounds, which is such a great improvement from our old one.

We look forward to 2010 with confidence that the success of 2009 will continue and progress.

DISTRICT ACTIVITIES

Publicity Co-ordinator’s Report

I have maintained contacts with “The Inquirer” and “The Unitarian” and reported as occasion demanded.
Dennis Crompton

Religious Education Co-ordinator’s Report

During the past year I have invited members from the District to attend RE initiatives in the Haldean Chapels. Alas, on only
two occasions has anyone attended from elsewhere. The “Outside the Mainstream” evenings had excellent speakers from
the Baha’i Faith, the Brahma Kumaris and the International Society for Krishna Consciousness. Unfortunately, the attendance
was poor and these meetings will not continue. At Dean Row, the Spiritual Journeys have been well received, but again atten-
dance was small. These are continuing and it is hoped that members from other congregations will take an interest.

The situation regarding our younger members has changed dramatically in that an extra REC has been appointed specifically
to attend to their needs in the person of Eloise Williamson, a well qualified and experienced young woman. She has already
sought information from congregations to find where she can be most helpful. Both Eloise and myself are available to assist
and advise any congregation on their RE needs.

Vernon Marshall

Manchester Domestic Mission Society Trust

Sub-committee: Marian Nuttall, Aled Jones, Sheila Jones, Ken Johnson, Penny Johnson

Once again the Domestic Mission representatives have fulfilled their obligations in dispensing the monies available to needy
charities. There are, we are well aware, many charities both known and unknown to us struggling in the present financial cli-
mate.

However, we do the best we can with our limited funds to make the most impact across those groups we are able to assist,
all of which are well known to us.

We thank those members of the group who make personal visits and attend Annual General Meetings, also out thanks to the
Officers and Council of the Manchester District Association.

Marian Nuttall

Greater Manchester Churches Together

Faithful cities in a time of economic crisis was the theme of a Greater Manchester roundtable conference held in Manchester
Cathedral Centre on 21 September 2009. Central among the event’s partners were GMCT and Church Action on Poverty.
Nick Clifford, president of GMCT, opened the day, introducing among others the chair of CAP, Niall Cooper. Groups and indi-
viduals directly affected by the economic crisis contributed to the discussions. A second major event in the year was a Walk
of Christian Witness on 28 November from Salford Cathedral to Manchester Cathedral.



The sector group Churches in Solidarity with Women, the longest serving of all GMCT’s groups, began preparation during the
year for a final celebratory event on 6 March 2010 at Cross Street Chapel. Our Story is Your Story will present aspects of the
group’s work since its beginnings in 1988 to the present. It is hoped that Unitarians, faithful supporters of the group’s events
over the years, will attend this service of celebration in which GMCT’s Ecumenical Development Officer, Rev. Graham Kent,
will take part.

Celia Midgley.

The Unitarian

It was with much sadness that we note that 2009 saw the death of our Editor Frank Hytch, and an obituary is published else-
where in this report. Frank was, without doubt, a very caring professional who always had the good of the magazine at heart
and worked tirelessly to ensure that it remained interesting and current. We shall all miss him very much.

Because of Frank’s death there was no edition in November 2009. Whilst a new editor was being found, with The Rev Penny
Johnson commissioning some articles, and me asking around the Unitarian movement, I was able to obtain articles that had
previously been sent to Frank but remained unpublished. As a result I was able to edit a double colour issue for the months
of December 2009 and January 2010.

The magazine has been making a loss for the last couple of years and so the decision was made to apply to The Hibbert
Trust for a ‘one-off’ grant that would ensure that this year we would break even. We obtained £2,000 for which we are very
grateful.

Because of the loss-making situation we find ourselves in, Martin West, as Treasurer of the MDA and I have put in place for
2010 a pricing structure that will enable us to not only break even but also to start accumulating some additional funds there-
by ensuring our viability in the future. The price of the magazine had only been increased twice in the last ten years but we
now envisage that this will be reviewed each year dependent upon how well the magazine is doing financially.

We were delighted that Jim Corrigall agreed to take over the role of Editor for a trial basis of three months from January 2010
(producing his first issue for February 2010) and we are indeed very grateful to Jim for agreeing to undertake this role. We
look forward to seeing the way the magazine will change and grow under Jim’s editorship.

Liz Shaw, Manager

Manchester Unitarian Lay Preachers’ Fellowship

Secretary and Treasurer: Geoffrey Head
Roslin, 26 Rivington Road, Hale, Altrincham, Cheshire WA15 9PH.

Telephone: 0161-928-1687

In recent years the Provincial Assembly has done excellent work in sponsoring courses for aspirant lay preachers and more
recently has followed with advanced and refresher sessions. This endeavour has resulted in a satisfactory pool of preachers
available to conduct worship in the MDA and adjoining districts. Congregations have now established relationships with indi-
vidual preachers and approach them directly when they have a requirement, and these arrangements seem to be working
well.

There seems little demand for social evenings previously held for bringing Lay Preachers together for a talk, refreshments
and the sharing of experiences. If any Lay Preacher feels the need for such a gathering and would be prepared to help with
the arrangements at a central venue such as UCM or Cross Street Chapel, the Fellowship will give full support, financial and
otherwise.

Advice to potential recruits and existing Lay Preachers is freely available from our Minister Superintendent, the Rev. Dr. Ann
Peart, and our Secretary. Help with the funding of book purchases to help in the preparation and content of services is also
available and the Secretary will welcome any such request.

We look forward to Danny Crosby (Cross Street) and Bob Pounder (Oldham) completing their ministerial training at UCM this
summer, and wish them well for the future.

Geoffrey Head



Provincial Assembly of Presbyterian and Unitarian Ministers
And Congregations of Lancashire and Cheshire

Secretary: Peter Sampson
11 East Road, Lancaster LA1 3EE

Tel: 01524-66559

Treasurer
Marian Nuttall

52 Seville Street, Royton, Oldham, Lancashire OL2 6AN.
Tel: 0161-287-3371

Email: zen134413@zen.co.uk

2009 started with a highly successful workshop, service and AGM at Knutsford in February. A dozen or so societies and
groups, encompassing a wide spectrum of Unitarian interests, introduced participants including, happily, some new Unitar-
ians, to the range of attitudes and convictions of which we have every reason to be proud. The service before lunch was
conducted by the “Encompass” Worship Group, which included Hilary Ellis, whose death sadly occurred later in the year just
as she was about to take up the Lay Pastorate at Southport.

Fun Day in July at Great Hucklow was orgainsed by a new team: Vanessa Howard, Claire Maddocks and Louise Shatcliff.
Our new newsletter P.A.N. continues to be ably edited and produced by Pat and Shammy Webster.

Peter Sampson

Manchester Branch of the Council of Christians and Jews

The Council has been active both in organising its own events and in co-operating with other groups which promote good re-
lations between Jews and Christians. Notable events of the year include the following:
The Ann Frank and You exhibition at the cathedral, with associated events including an exhibition at the Friends’ Meeting
House on work with Jewish refugees which contained a picture of Platt chapel and information on the work done by the then
minister.

The Jewish Christian Friendship events, including a breakfast meeting, a coffee morning hosted by the League of Jewish Wo-
men, both of which had excellent speakers, and several visits.

Participation in a day for interfaith organisations at Manchester Town Hall and an evening on religions and the environment at
MERCI in Ancoats.

A visit to Yad Vashem, the holocaust memorial museum in Jerusalem, and a local holocaust study morning.
Ann Peart

The Manchester Standing Advisory Council on Religious Education

The Council meets three times a year, and is currently chaired by Councillor Afzal Khan. During 2009 it resumed meetings
after a break caused by the departure of the last convenor. It has revised its constitution and has agreed to part of a national
pilot project to revise the RE curriculum.

Ann Peart

Report of the Representative on the Cheshire East Standing Council
for Religious Education

The newly-appointed body has had only one meeting so far but there is plenty of goodwill and interest. There is still a lack of
representation from the non-Christian religious bodies but the enthusiastic secretary is trying very hard to sort out that issue.
It is a body with lots of reports to read but there is a real opportunity for a Unitarian input into religious life in our state schools.



The advantage in splitting the old Cheshire-wide SACRE into two (owing to the demise of Cheshire County Council and the
creation of two successor local authorities) means that there is now a second Unitarian appointment as the Merseyside Dis-
trict has a representative on the other SACRE, Cheshire West and Chester.

I thoroughly enjoy my work with Cheshire East SACRE and will gladly share my experience with any member congregation.

Vernon Marshall

Grateful thanks

The Manchester District Association is most grateful to the Minister, Trustees and members of Cross Street Chapel for their
kind permission to use their excellent premises. We would also wish to thank Alan Myerscough, the Chapel Keeper for his
cheerful assistance and welcome refreshments.

To every one who undertakes responsibilities on behalf of the Manchester District Association in whatever capacity they as-
sume them, thank you.

Financial Assistance

The MDA provides financial assistance to members of affiliated congregations in the following circumstances:

1. Council approves, from time to time, certain conferences of denominational interest. Subject to certain conditions, includ-
ing prior approval, expenses are defrayed as follows: one-third conference charge plus public transport costs in full.

2. Expenses of attending full or part-time courses at the Unitarian College will be subsidised, subject to certain conditions,
from the Congregational Fund. A similar subsidy may be available to members taking courses in Religious Studies or Phi-
losophy at other local institutions. Full details on request from the General Secretary.

Survey of Churches

For many years this valuable service has been provided by the MDA (free of cost) to its member churches. Regular reports
on property, together with routine maintenance, avoid the necessity for major repairs, which can prove to be beyond the fi-

nancial ability of a congregation. By resolution of Council (31
st

July 1987) the MDA will feel free to restrict grants in aid of
building repairs where a survey has not been carried out within the last five years. Congregations may also request surveys
to be carried out for special purposes, e.g. to ascertain a recommended value for insurance purposes, to confirm the develop-
ment potential of land, or to locate the cause of troublesome damp.

Memoranda

1. General Account

This includes all the Association’s Funds other than those specified below:
The General Account Funds were derived from various sources, including legacies given by the late E.Cooke, A.Burgess,
R.Royle, S.I.Robinson, F H Wilkinson and B.Hodkinson, proceeds from sales of properties at Strangeways, Longsight, Brad-
ford, Moss Side and Middleton and Funds formerly held for the Willert Street Endowment Fund,(established by a Resolution
of the Council in 1953, and incorporated in the General Account by resolution of the Council in 1959). The funds are now all
vested in the Incorporated Association (Companies Registration 1029607).

2. Manchester Unitarian Congregational Fund.

The Fund was approved by the Charity Commission by a scheme reference CS (Liv 1) 150373A/2 dated 14
th

June 1993. The
clear income shall be applied in or towards the upkeep, repair and improvement of chapels whose congregations are mem-
bers of the Manchester District Association and in or towards the maintenance of services in the said chapels and otherwise
in furthering the religious, educational and charitable work of said Association. The whole or part of the property may be
applied at any time in or towards providing land or buildings in the area of the said Association to be settled upon trust for use
as a chapel for a congregation of protestants dissenting from the Church of England and adhering to the principles of Unitar-
ian Christianity. Registered number 1032203.
The Fund was created by the amalgamation of seven existing charities together with the clear proceeds and other assets of
our former Pendleton Unitarian Free Church. These charities were as follows:

(i) Upper Brook Street Free Church Fund (1922)
(ii) Sale Unitarian Church Trust Fund (1972)
(iii)Blackley Unitarian Chapel Trust Fund (1974)
(iv)Platt Chapel Trust (1977)



(v) Swinton Unitarian Free Church Fund (1987)
All the above are derived from the proceeds of the sale of the respective churches or chapels.

(vi)Unitarian and Free Christian Church School Fund (1978)
This Fund itself derived from an amalgamation of several of its smaller funds, that is to say:

(a) The former Lower Mosley Street Schools Fund, the endowments of which were increased in 1963 by the transfer of
Chief Rents from the family of the late J.M.Eaton.

(b) The Institute Fund, which derived from the proceeds of the sale of premises in Poland Street, Oldham Road, Manche-
ster, which were used as a non-denominational Christian Sunday School from 1892 to 1961.

(c) The Taylor Charity Account, the endowment of which is derived from the will of Richard Taylor, who died in 1737. After
being administered by private trustees for over 200 years it was taken over by the Manchester District Association in
1968 under an order of the Secretary of State for Education and Science.

(d) The Portland Grove Fund. This Fund was associated with our former Platt Chapel, (see 2(iv) above), but was adminis-

tered by separate trustees. The endowment derived from the sale of the former day school founded in the 19
th

century.
When the building was no longer required for its original purpose, owing to the provision of education by the State, it
was used for many years for Sunday School and other purposes by Platt Chapel.
(vii) Salford Bible Christian charity (1954)

This charity derived from a former non-denominational church and had been administered by independent trustees asso-
ciated with our Pendleton church since 1961.
The charity was augmented by the sum of £286.37, being the capital of the Reverend James Clark Memorial Fund,
transferred by the trustees of the former Pendleton Unitarian Church under section 74 of the Charities Act 1993, (Charity

Commission reference JAL - 75111 - CS (Liv 3), dated 14
th

August 1997). This charity also derived from the Salford Bible
Christian Church.

3. Leech Fund

This charity derived from the Rev. Comberbach Leech, an eighteenth century Presbyterian Minister, under a Trust Deed da-

ted 7
th

July, 1730. The MDA became sole Trustee under a Charity Commission scheme dated 19
th

June, 1979, (Ref: L3
(E)/602094).
This small fund is for the benefit of Ministers in the counties of Northumberland, Lancashire and Cheshire. In practice the in-
come has over the years for the most part been applied to the purchase of books for such Ministers, but it can be used for
wider purposes.

4. Manchester Domestic Mission Society Trust

The Society was founded in 1833 to assist in the Ministry to the Poor of Manchester. A missioner was employed to visit the
poor in their homes. Later Missions and Sunday Schools were supported in Miles Platting, Rochdale Road, Hulme, and else-
where in the inner city. The last of these premises was sold in 1977.

The Society was started by Unitarians in Cross Street Chapel and, although the funds were raised almost exclusively by Uni-

tarians, it has from the first been undenominational. Its objects remain those of the Trust Fund of March 1
st

, 1870: “the
diffusion of religious and other elevating influences by ministry amongst the poor in Manchester in such wise that no
denominational or sectarian name or test shall at any time be introduced into the management of the Trust.” The MDA be-

came manager and sole Trustee under a Charity Commission scheme dated 4
th

November 1981 (Ref: L3/253, 233, A/1).
The Charity Commission registration number is 253233.

5. Trusts and Trustees of Funds and Properties

By virtue of its status as a Trust Corporation the MDA acts as sole Trustee for all Trusts and Funds which it administers. The
MDA is also sole Trustee of Oldham Unitarian Church; Wilbraham Road Unitarian Church, Chorlton; Dunham Road Chapel,
Altrincham; Hale Chapel, Hale Barns; Queens Road Free Church, Urmston; and Chorley Unitarian Chapel, and acts as cus-
todian Trustee for the Unitarian Chapel, Rivington, and the trust of Sir C.C. Grundy (deceased), a non-charitable trust which
benefits Unitarian causes. It is the sole Trustee of the Provincial Assembly of Lancashire and Cheshire. With individual
Trustees it is a Trustee of Cross Street Chapel, Manchester and King Edward Street Chapel, Macclesfield.

6. Archives

Manchester Central Library is the designated repository for archives of the Manchester District Association and its member
congregations. All congregations are urged to deposit their records, particularly those of historical interest, in this repository.
The General Secretary of the MDA is at all times ready to offer advice on the appropriate steps to take.
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