
Dear Friends, 

The banking crises that apparently cost every man woman and child in the United Kingdom 

£20,000 per head is a story that seems to be receding as the cuts to public services and welfare go 

on apace. The 'greedy bankers' were an easy target for all the ills that were being piled on to 

ordinary people as a consequence of the 'credit crunch', the economic crises. However, around the 

same time there appeared in the press, stories about ATMs or cash point machines that due to 

some technical defect appeared to be giving away money. The press stories reported how queues 

of people would be stood outside on the pavement helping themselves to what they obviously 

thought was free cash. The press reportage even seemed to get into the frivolous mood of the 

occasion by saying, "Cash machine users 'doubled their money' when an ATM started giving out 

free cash", customers were getting double the amount of money they had keyed in. There was a 

queue of over a hundred people at one such defective machine. It was reported that, "The 

machine's operators later said customers would not have to return the money". 

What a great story that was! Or was it? There appeared to be little or no condemnation from the 

press or from the banks for that matter. Was it really such a gift, a bonus, pennies from heaven, so 

to speak or was it just old fashioned dishonesty or to be more accurate theft?  I mean, how is it 

possible as the press stated, for customers to 'double their money'? Whose money was it in the 

first place and how was the shortfall going to be made up? The interesting thing is that somehow 

this was presented as a good news story when in fact it touched on the underlying fault lines  of 

society; the idea that somehow we think we can get something for nothing without consequences 

and without facing up to any sense of responsibility. This opportunist 'get rich quick' attitude was 

of course the very attitude that led to the 'credit crunch', economic crisis, and the austerity that the 

people at the very bottom of the pile have to pay for. It's like someone giving you the wrong 

change at a cafe or in a shop, giving change for a £20 note when in fact you only handed over 

£10. It might seem good to get easy money like that, but spare a thought for the shop assistant 

who may be called to account and may even lose his or her job and good reputation as a result. 

Again, in the end somebody has to pay for it. 

It is important therefore to have integrity and our religious life should be lived as a testament to 

integrity or we are not a church, we would not be living the spiritual life, we would be in fact 

falling short of what is required of us and that is, "To act justly and to love mercy and to walk 

humbly with your God". Integrity is not just about money; consider for example, the 

governance of your own church. Is it governed justly? When a decision is made, can you say your 

congregation has been properly consulted, are the decisions of your congregation and committee 

truly arrived at through full discussion and are those decisions recorded? Do those in positions of 

church leadership really act with full accountability? Are we truly democratic? Do we really 

operate on the basis of One Member One Vote? If this is not so then we should consider the 

dangers of expediency and consider that our own shortcomings may in fact be no less than the 

'greedy bankers' we so easily condemn.  

Best wishes as always 

Bob  

 

 

 


