
Dear Friends, 

At the start of this New Year we begin by picking up from where we left off just 

before the holiday break. For us, in the past twelve months there have been many 

changes and not least that 2013 was the bicentenary of the Unitarian Chapel in 

Oldham. We celebrated our 200
th

 anniversary in style. The marking of our 

anniversary provided the impetus for change and particularly for the creation of the 

One World Café, which was opened on November 16
th

. 

 

The café is just not a commercial venture, it of course has to pay its way and to make 

some profit just to stay afloat. But it is more than that. The importance of the One 

World Café to us is that it seeks to make the presence of the chapel relevant to the 

Oldham community. This relevance amongst other things may be found in the service 

and the enjoyment that the café can provide. Religious faith is as much about action as 

preaching. 

 

We remain a small congregation but we have of late been experiencing increases in 

attendance, perhaps it is a consequence of the new energy that we are discovering 

since the One World Café opened. We use digital technology to enhance and 

modernise what remains a traditional service format, and we remain true to the liberal 

Christian tradition. I have a very busy ministry but that’s the way I like it and it’s a 

great pleasure to see new and regular attenders and members each Sunday. Please let 

me know if you would require a pastoral visit or if you know of anyone for whom 

such a visit would be of benefit. My contact details are on this website.  

 

As I said we begin our new year where we left off in 2013. This year will be a year of 

further development but also a year of consolidation when we will have to seriously 

get to grips with all the issues and problems of running a new enterprise and serving 

our community in faith and action. 

 

Happy New Year! 

 

Best wishes as always 

Bob  

 

 


