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Dear Friends, 

 

We are beginning to see change. It is still very early days yet but things are beginning to 

move in a more positive way. For a start the Sunday morning attendance at the chapel has 

continued to increase and two weeks ago at our all age or family service we hit the 

'twenty mark.' For the time being however, we remain a small congregation but the trend 

is definitely moving in the right direction. I would go as far to say that there is now a 

quiet acknowledgement that the constant and consistent work carried out at our chapel is 

beginning to yield results. 

 

I certainly believe that we are showing the way forward, at least within our own 

denomination, and that is in recognising the value of audio and visual media as an aid to 

conducting worship. This of course is not new within many of the churches of other 

denominations. However, we at Oldham have been the first Unitarian Church to install a 

proper AV system. It is now an integral part of our Sunday morning worship and it is 

unanimously enjoyed by the congregation. 

 

In the last 12 months or so we have held coffee mornings and book sales, folk nights, a 

curry night, a Christmas party for local children, discussion groups, and several other 

events of special interest. We continue with our campaign for refugees seeking asylum, 

we are poised to continue our work with the local charity: Key to The Door and look 

forward to being able to provide holidays for local children through our Unitarian charity 

SACH (Send a Child to Hucklow). Our work with ADS (Addiction Dependency 

Solutions - Oldham) continues and it has been great to meet so many people who want to 

get on and do things! 

 

As we approach our chapel's 200th anniversary in November 2013 we are already 

beginning to plan so that we may mark this event properly and memorably. It is proposed 

therefore, that we meet our bicentenary with the opening of what we intend to become 

known as the 'One World Cafe'. This cafe will be open to the public and will also serve 

local community groups like ADS, for example. As always we seek thoughtful and 

enthusiastic people to join our community, a community committed to peace and to social 

justice. In the Unitarian tradition we seek to be progressive, radical and forward-looking. 

 

Best wishes, 

Bob 


