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Dear Friends, 

I'm beginning to think that ministry is a bit like a clockwork toy, you wind it up and then 

you let it I go! I've spent, it seems a lot of time winding up the key in the ministry at 

Oldham, trying so many things that might bring meaning and mission to our Unitarian 

Chapel in these past few years. There have been failures and successes and I won't 

pretend that for any of us involved in chapel life that it has been easy or that we have had 

phenomenal success. But phenomenal success is I think reserved for particular churches, 

in particular times and places with all the ingredients of collective talent and leadership 

that entails. 

 

For those of us with more modest attributes who are obliged to face the day to day reality 

not as being at the pinnacle of some great success story but rather as a constant effort to 

keep our witness alive, and to give meaning to our presence in Oldham. our response can 

only be one of gratitude to God for the positive changes we continually see at our 

Unitarian Chapel. 

 

The building continues to be maintained and regularly cleaned. Our two store rooms are 

being modified in order to support the charity, project UKeff* (United Kingdom 

Education & Faith Foundation) For the homeless and anyone in need, this project each 

Monday provides, bags of groceries to take away, advice desks, clothing, a light breakfast 

10.a.m.-12.p.m. and a lunch; all of this is freely given. We have recently been honoured 

with visits from the Mayor of Oldham, Councillor Atique Ur Rhama and his wife 

Councillor Yasmin Toor. The local MP Debbie Abrahams has also visited the premises to 

support the work of UKeff. 

 

We continue with our Sunday worship at the new time of 2 p.m. and although this is 

getting a bit of getting used to it is working well. We are always reminded that as a 

chapel, a church, a worshipping community, that our worship and devotion is the 

essential reason why so many good things take place in our building and directly or 

indirectly we can help serve the community in which we are resident. When we have 

done all we can, we must let go, sure in the knowledge that it is the will of God  that all 

that is required for our work will somehow be provided. 

 

Best wishes as always 

Bob 

 

 

*http://www.oldham-chronicle.co.uk/news-features/8/news-headlines/91196/religions-

unite-to-fight-food-poverty 


