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Dear Friends, 

 

Last month we held a second hand book sale at the Chapel. Coffee, tea and cake were 

also on sale. We had literally hundreds of books for sale on all kinds of subjects. 

 

As you may imagine, there was quite a bit of work involved for everyone concerned.  I, 

for example, designed and printed off 500 promotional leaflets for this book sale and it 

took me just over four hours to distribute them to passers-by in the town centre. For all 

this leafleting work I think possibly three or four people found their way to the book sale. 

Fortunately, other customers did attend and at the end of the day our fundraising effort 

realised a modest £111. 

 

On the same day another Unitarian church in the Greater Manchester area managed to 

raise £700 for their funds - but not by selling second-hand books, I hasten to add.  

However we were not disappointed with the 'fruits of our labour'; on the contrary, on that 

day those activists in our own small congregation were in buoyant mood and satisfied 

with the results of their hard work. 

 

After locking up the Chapel and going home I reflected on the day and saw that, OK we 

have made a few quid for much needed Chapel funds but also that something more 

valuable had been gained - a deeper sense of fellowship, and the enjoyment of working 

together in humorous good company. This is the real foundation on which we will build 

our future as a worshipping community that seeks to find meaning in faith but also in 

reaching out to serve the wider community of Oldham. 

 

Significantly we have just re-launched our newsletter, under it new name of One World. 

This may seem a small, even trivial, change but it is indicative of an underlying attitude, 

of our determination to grow in influence, to bring positive change and make a difference 

to the lives of others. 


