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Dear Friends, 

Right now we can truly say, 'the winter it is past and the summers here at last.' The 

amazing thing is how much the sunshine and the warmth can transform our environment 

and make the cold bitterness of winter seem like a distant memory. Everything is 

pleasantly changed. If we are fortunate enough we can enjoy some time in the 

countryside, in the parks and in our gardens where we can take in the beauty of it all and 

relax in the shade or in the warmth or coolness of a gentle breeze. 

 

No matter how many summers one may have experienced gorgeous summer days always 

seem to be new and fresh, reminding us, because in some way we may have forgotten, 

what the blessings of summer can actually feel like. In the same way, in the passing of 

time, in the changing seasons and the winter months, we often do forget how much 

pleasure and how fulfilling many positive experiences can be. We need to be constantly 

reminded! All the more difficult is it then to press on to some desirable goal or objective 

that we have not previously attained or experienced? 

 

Over two years ago we began to actively plan the One World Cafe Project and to realise 

the opening of the One World Cafe by November 2013. A lot of work has gone into the 

continued planning since then. We have had to rely on vision, commitment and 

enthusiasm. We have had to communicate this idea, the proposal that a community cafe 

would not only be a good idea but a workable and viable proposal to local organisations 

that in turn would and could give their support. We have received such commitment and 

support from several different areas such as Oldham Sixth Form College (Business 

Studies Department), Addiction Dependency Services Oldham, Age UK Oldham, Meet 

Your Muslim Neighbour, and Oldham Trades Council.  There are other groups who are 

very likely to come onboard soon. Sarah Pritchard and the Rev. Charles Nevin of Café 

Unity, Heald Green, Stockport, have been particularly helpful as has the head of the 

college's business studies department: Ushma Khadia.  

 

At present, everything hangs in the balance. The One World Cafe, a community cafe to 

serve the people of Oldham, offers us purpose and mission and opportunities for growth 

in so many different ways. If we can secure the funding soon, and I hope we can, the 

building work will commence soon; God willing. 

 

Best wishes as always, 

Bob.  

 


