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Dear Friends, 

The opening days of this month were warm and sunny with all the promise of spring but 

soon the gentle warmth of it all changed as the landscape was assailed by the bitterly cold 

Siberian winds bringing snow to the hills and other areas. But this is March, and the 

daffodils are beginning to arrive in spite of the wintry climate. March is a tempestuous 

month noted for its strong winds as well as the early spring sunshine. In March there is 

this underlying energy that brings new life and growth, the trees are beginning to green 

and new shoots still in the earth are simply waiting for that signal to push through to 

herald the warmer days to come. 

 

These days of Lent will take us into the Easter celebrations, Palm Sunday, and that 

triumphal entry into Jerusalem, the trials of Jesus and the crucifixion and the resurrection. 

It is a story with which we are all familiar. It's a story that never seems to get tired or 

worn out. There is a comfort in the predictability of the changing times and seasons that 

bring with them the accompanying familiar stories and the liturgies that help us to mark 

our days. 

 

As we prepare for the two hundredth anniversary of our Unitarian chapel, let the 

optimism of spring bring hope and the promise of things to come. Currently we are 

concerned with and working on our One World Cafe project. This is a big project, how 

do we transform our building into a vibrant new meeting place that can serve the 

community? We are concerned, and we ask how it will all be staffed and supported and 

where we might find the necessary funds for this project. In this the year of our two 

hundredth anniversary there are other plans, considerations and arrangements that we 

need to bring to fruition, in readiness for our special event in November. We must have 

faith to know that we can fulfil our objectives and have the confidence to act and to make 

decisions. May Lent and Easter give us a time to reflect, to find new joy in devotion, to 

become renewed and refreshed, to be enthused, to find new meaning and to be at peace. 

 

Best wishes as always, 

Bob.  

 


