
Dear Friends, 

This month so far, has been a very pleasant month; weather wise it's had none of the 

ferocious coldness that was characteristic of last year's March, so cold that the grass 

couldn't grow at all and the farmers were having particular difficulties with the lambing 

season as the winter continued to hold the countryside in its icy grip. This year by 

contrast it seems we are enjoying a continuing transition into the spring, the daffodils 

were already in evidence in the first week of the month and already we have enjoyed 

sunny days. They have been a welcome respite from the long winter months. 

 

Life at our Unitarian chapel continues regardless of the weather, we continue with our 

One World Cafe and we continue to search for ways in which we can serve the 

community of Oldham. Serving the community is really the only way that a local church 

can remain relevant and I think it is the only real guarantee of survival in the long term. 

To this extent we are an open church. Our attitude within the community, to all enquirer's 

is to say yes! We say yes whenever possible to people, to groups and organisations who 

wish to use our premises. At the present moment this chapel is in use a minimum of six 

days per week and we would have it open seven days a week if the demand was there. 

The cafe is open Monday to Friday from 9 a.m. till 2 p.m. and sometimes longer if 

required. We provide a regular home for two charities and soon we will be providing a 

version of the suspended coffee scheme, offering free coffee and food that will be funded 

by donations.  

  

All of this sounds very ambitious and it is. Serving the community sounds easy but the 

fact is that it isn't. The continuation of this service not only requires sympathy and 

compassion but also hard work and a certain discipline. This discipline is essential if the 

fabric of the building and its maintenance is to survive. There are tremendous pressures 

in terms of ' 'wear tear' on the exterior and interior of the building and in meeting 

financial commitments such as fuel costs and cleaning, in the security of the building 

itself and in the day to day events that are often unexpected. The chapel and the cafe does 

not exist for the sake of shareholders profits but it does have to pay its way in the world 

and so we have to operate in recognition of this fact. Someone once said that, 'A bit of 

help is worth a lot of sympathy'. I personally give thanks to all those who contribute and 

help to keep us going; without that help we could not survive. We look forward to the 

continuing success of our chapel and our One World Cafe. If you would like to be 

involved and to give a 'bit of help' we would very much welcome you.  

 

Enjoy the spring! 

 

Best wishes always, 

Bob 


