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Dear Friends, 

It's November already. The fallen leaves roll along the road as the wind drives them 

onward and into the oblivion of the coming winter. November brings dark nights and 

shortening days and events gathering apace. The childish excitement of bonfire night, the 

solemnity of Remembrance Sunday and, for our chapel, the celebration of 199 years of 

Unitarianism in Oldham.  This is a celebration of non-conformity in its truest sense. You 

can find out more about our history elsewhere on the website. 

 

This year our anniversary service takes place on November 18th at the usual Sunday 

service time of 11a.m. and the guest preacher will be the Rev. Dr Ann Peart. Ann is a 

distinguished Unitarian scholar, a former President of the General Assembly of Unitarian 

& Free Christian Churches and also former principal of the Unitarian College 

Manchester.  Please come to this service whoever you are, and you will very welcome. 

After every Sunday service, you can enjoy a cup of tea or coffee in the social room.  

 

This month we will be stepping up our preparations for that auspicious date in our 

chapel's history - our two hundredth anniversary! 1813 - 2013.  As we meet and work 

together over the next twelve months with an eye to the future, we do not forget the past. 

Our forebears brought the liberal Christian witness to Oldham in the form of 

Unitarianism and ensured that it would survive. With an eye on the present however we 

know that today we live in very different times. Church-going is not a Sunday event in 

which most people choose to participate these days. This is true of virtually every 

denomination. This is a fact that we may well have to become reconciled too. However, it 

doesn't mean that the extinction of church life is assured - far from it. New times require 

new thinking and knowing where we are in the present can help us to negotiate the future.  

 

Our future can only be based on the community in which we live and work. Although we 

may advocate values that are at odds with some of the widely held but more questionable 

values of society, there has to be some measure of fit between that wider community and 

ourselves. Therefore we must constantly ask, "What is our mission in Oldham, and how 

can we serve our community?" Our work in one form or another has always attempted to 

address that question and now we look keenly to what need there may be and we have 

proposed the creation of the One World Cafe. This is our project; a project that we hope 

to see fulfilled by November 2013 to be ready and opened on our Two Hundredth 

Anniversary. We hope that this cafe will serve the public and the voluntary organisations 

of Oldham. 

 

In Heald Green, Stockport, there is already such a cafe: Cafe Unity. The local churches 

who promoted this cafe wrote:  

 

In the words of John Atherton “Since the Church is no longer the centre of life, 

particularly in western societies, its vocation is not to respond by retreating into inward-



looking congregationally based churches, but it about taking part with others, in 

promoting better localities." 

 

In these words, we are shown a way forward. 

 

Best wishes as always, 

Bob. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


