
Minister's Message 

November 2013 
 

Dear Friends, 

We often hear of that law that is known as Sod's law, the law that operates on the basis 

that if anything can go wrong it will. Then there is that old pop song with the self pitying 

refrain, ' Why does it always rain on me? Of course, it does rain and none of us can go 

through life without getting wet or of having to deal with misfortune and even tragedy. 

Things do go wrong and they will and Sod's law seems to spring into action always at the 

wrong time, the car will break down just when you are depending on it to get you to that 

crucial appointment or illness strikes and stymies those well laid plans for an auspicious 

event.  

 

But that's life, as they say. We have just completed the planned events at our chapel that 

have celebrated 200 years of Unitarianism in Oldham. We have opened a beautiful 

community cafe: the One World Cafe, we unveiled a new stained glass window in the 

chapel as part of our anniversary service, and we held a very successful curry & comedy 

night which has been recorded and you will be able to watch online elsewhere on this 

site. 

 

What's that got to do with Sod's law? You might ask, and my answer would be that quite 

often a little bit of Sod's law did happen to us on a regular basis. The scale of our project 

would make that inevitable. However another law was always at work with us too. This 

law, I don't know if it's got a name or not, but lets call it 'the law of success' and it comes 

into operation when we have faith, determination, enthusiasm and when we seek to serve 

others and want the best for each other. When we seek this power we will find that God 

will work through us. I believe the greatest success can be found in the contentment of 

our work. I am reminded of the prayer of St Ignatius of Loyola. 

Dearest Lord, teach me to be generous, 

teach me to serve you as I should, 

to give and not to count the cost, 

to fight and not to heed the wounds, 

to toil and not to seek for rest, 

to labour and ask not for reward, 

save that of knowing that I do your most holy will. 

Best wishes as always, 

Bob 

 

 


