
Minister’s Message November 2015 

 

Dear Friends, 

As we look forward to November, the long dark nights and the onset of winter we also 

anticipate the events that encourage us and give us cause for celebration and cheer. We 

have also within that month Remembrance Sunday, the commemoration of the two 

World Wars, wars the like of that we hope never to see repeated again. And yet we are 

continually reminded of ongoing conflict throughout the world. Our ceaseless prayers 

should ever be for the cessation of war and for peace on earth. 

 

The First Sunday in Advent, this year, is November 29th. This preparation for the coming 

of Christmas offers us the opportunity for personal introspection and spiritual renewal 

allowing us to enjoy the religious significance of Christmas, the celebration of the 

coming of the Christ Child into the world. Advent is the beginning of the liturgical year. 

In the darkness of this season we anticipate the coming of the light.  

 

As you know, I now minister to Stalybridge Unitarian and Free Christian Church. We 

will be joining the congregation at Stalybridge for Sunday worship on December 13th at 

11 a.m. The Stalybridge congregation have been invited to Oldham after this service for 

lunch which will be served at 1. 10 p.m. The Stalybridge church is also holding a 

Christmas Fair, at their church on Forester Drive, on Saturday November 28th so if you 

would like to attend this event I would be pleased to see you there on the day.  

 

I think it would be remiss not to mention the changes to our Oldham chapel committee, 

Mr Trevor Clarke has now been elected to the position of treasurer and Mr Andrew Clark 

has now been elected to Trevor's former position as the president. Other new members 

have also come on to the chapel committee. All of this is very positive and expresses a 

renewed determination to see the Unitarian witness in Oldham not only survive but to 

grow. We are justifiably proud of our achievements in Oldham particularly in the way 

that we are able to serve the community in so many ways.  

 

I would particularly like to thank Trevor for undertaking various roles within the chapel 

over the past few years, I know it's not been easy and in spite of taking a well earned rest 

from being the chapel's president he nevertheless has taken on an essential role as our 

treasurer. We are all grateful to you for this, Trevor. Finally, I'm sure you will all wish to 

join me in welcoming our new president and wishing him every success. I think Andy 

brings enthusiasm and an unwavering loyalty to our Unitarian Chapel. 

All good wishes 

Bob 

 


