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Dear Friends, 

On the second Sunday of this month, the biblical reading was taken from Psalm 146. 

This Psalm lays down the Mosaic Law, the importance of almsgiving and the necessity 

for social responsibility. Importantly, we are reminded of the limitations of our own 

mortality and that we should put our trust in God. Put not your trust in princes we are 

told, for their time is short. Put not your trust in princes. Like much of Jewish wisdom, it 

is wise and timeless counsel and we would do well to remember such advice.  

There are all kinds of 'princes', who can make all kinds of ensnaring promises. In the 

famous story, The Lion the Witch and the Wardrobe, by CS Lewis we can read a classic 

albeit fictional account of such ensnarement. In the story, the boy Edmund for reasons of 

enmity arising from sibling rivalry becomes unwittingly involved with the evil White 

Witch. He dreams of the glory she will bestow upon him. How he will become King of 

Narnia, where he will build roads and imagines what kind of palace he will live in, the 

cars he will own how he will have a private cinema, the railways he will build and the 

laws he will enact. His trust in her is rewarded by her cruelty towards him as she is 

revealed for what she is, a power hungry psychopath. One of the lessons in life we not 

only often learn but need to remember, is that if something is too good to be true, then it 

is just that; too good to be true. 

In Greece today the far-right 'Golden Dawn' party is offering a solution to the Greek 

economic crisis and austerity by violently attacking immigrants - other human beings- 

blaming them for the collapse of the economy and offering a way forward. Their party 

symbol closely resembles the Nazi swastika. We should know that such deplorable 

solutions would, if not checked, bring disaster, sorrow and pain to an already suffering 

nation. 

Psalm 146 reminds us that we should be realistic, and that our time too is short. At this 

time of year, as the annual party conferences get under way, those of us who are a little 

older will know that we have seen it all before, the posturing, the promises and the 

cheering. Importantly, we should remember too, in the very recent past, the exposés of 

corrupt practice amongst the press, the politicians and the financial institutions, not to 

mention the police. Put not your trust in princes. 

 

  

 


