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Dear Friends, 

Back in 1968 the Oldham Chronicle featured a short promotion for the 'Unitarians in 

Oldham'. The closing sentence read: 'The Oldham Unitarian congregation has numbered 

three mayors and two Members of Parliament for Oldham among its members through 

the years.' Now in our bicentennial year (1813-2013), none of this history exists in living 

memory. The world has moved on and so must we. True, Oldham's Unitarian chapel has 

had its glory years but it is equally true that there have been many years of hardship and 

decline in both the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. There was a time in the early 

1960s that saw major damage to the Lord Street chapel roof and the ignominy of the 

permanent removal of the spire due to gale force winds.  In those days the future looked 

doubtful it was only a split committee decision in favour of continuation that kept the 

Unitarian chapel alive in Oldham. 

 

In 1966 Jane Greaves wrote; 'And that is where we leave the Lord Street community, 

small, harassed with troubles, without a minister and living in uncertainty. But looking 

back we see that there has scarcely been a time when they have not been so harassed yet 

always the community has survived. Today the hope is that a new site will be obtained 

and a new church built so that in Oldham the flame of liberal Christianity will be kept 

burning, where it will have a home and a centre where it can reinvigorate itself as it has 

been doing since 1813.' 

 

Jane's vision was realised when in 1971, she saw the opening of the present Unitarian 

chapel on King Street. In an article in The Inquirer in 1975, the then minister, the Rev. 

John Roberts commented, 'The story of the rebirth of Oldham is one of faith; it is a 

miracle that it happened at all.' How right John was. It seems that our chapel history is a 

rebuttal to despair, a rebuke to the tacit acceptance of inevitable decline, or the notion 

that we cannot be sustained by a simple faith. Indeed, without such faith the Unitarian 

witness in Oldham would never have survived. 

 

And so today we can look back with pride and affection at the labours and achievements 

of our forebears. Not only that, but we can also look forward with joy and hope not 

because we are enjoying some type of evangelical revival, far from it, but rather because 

we understand that the mission of the Church is to serve the world, to serve our 

community, to become relevant to ordinary people in everyday life. Our Unitarian ethos, 

our prayers and aspirations must become manifest in our actions. 

 

Over twenty years ago a One World Centre was created at our chapel premises by two 

friends, Clarice Nuttall and Marian Nuttall. The One World Centre proclaimed and 

stressed the unity of our one world through the promotion and sale of fairly traded goods, 

green issues, and the campaigns to end third world debt. In its time, the One World 

Centre achieved a great deal and is continued through our vision for the new One World 

Café. This project is supported by the MDA (Manchester District Association of 

Unitarian & Free Christian Churches). This café, within the chapel premises, aspires to be 



a modern coffee shop selling fairly traded coffee and tea. The One World Café will serve 

the community of Oldham and will offer volunteer places and training for those who wish 

to acquire new skills or for those who simply wish to invest their spare time. It will be a 

place where people can enjoy a cup of coffee made to a very high standard as well as 

enjoy a range of other products, food and snacks. 

 

There will be a play area for small children, upholstered armchairs for relaxing; as well as 

the usual cafe furniture. The café will also be a Wi-Fi hotspot, and also have a computer 

terminal available. The emphasis will be on providing a welcoming and friendly 

atmosphere for visitors and for those who enjoy the company of others. For some it will 

be an opportunity to overcome loneliness.  

 

As this project comes closer to realisation there is a definite air of excitement and a lot of 

enthusiasm from our supporters involved in the local charities of Oldham and other 

voluntary organisations. We continue to receive quality support and ongoing advice from 

the successful community cafe, Café Unity, in Heald Green, Stockport. This café was 

created through the local partnership of 'Churches Together'.   Significantly, we are also 

enjoying a good relationship with our very close neighbour the Oldham Sixth Form 

College and in particular their Business Studies Department. The college has 2,500 

students and staff.  Ushma Khadia, the business studies tutor at the college has involved 

her A-level students in our project and they have contributed market research necessary 

for our business plan. Ushma was delighted when with the support of the MDA we were 

able to commission the building work which began on Tuesday August 27
th

. We look 

forward to further strengthening the relationship between the café and the college 

students. 

 

We intend to be ready on Saturday November 16
th

 so that the GA President, the Rev. Bill 

Darlison may officially open One World Café on the weekend of our two hundredth 

anniversary celebrations.  

 

Best wishes as always, 

Bob 

 

 


