
ne World
September - December 2012

www.oldhamunitarians.org.uk

Oldham Unitarian Chapel

THE ONE WORLD CAFÉ
PROJECT

The One World Café project
has grown from our past work

that focussed on global in-

equalities and the need to deal

in fairly traded goods. Activity

round these ideals saw the

birth of the One World Centre.

Whilst the philosophy of these

aims is still very much supported

it is clear to us that times have

changed and that to serve our

community properly we must

change too. 

We now seek to engage with the

voluntary sector and the wider

public in offering a community

café that will provide first class fa-

cilities to the standards expected

of the modern coffee shop. 

Our photograph depicts ‘Bridging

the Gap’ students from Oldham

ADS (Addiction Dependency Solu-

tions).They have  recently given a

big ‘thumbs up’ to the concept of

The One World Café.

It is anticipated that the One

World Café, although run to pro-

fessional standards would be

staffed mainly by volunteers.

Such volunteering opportunites

would be open to anyone.

The One World Café project led

by members of Oldham Unitarian

Chapel has moved some way

down the road in making this

dream a reality. Already plans are

being drawn and designed for a

fully refurbished kitchen includ-

ing counter and cafe area.

Our objective is to officially open

the One World Café on Saturday,

November 16th, 2013, the bicente-

nary of Oldham Unitarian Chapel.

Bridging the Gap Students & Staff



happy to accommodate, if possi-

ble charities and voluntary organ-

isations on reasonable terms.

Furthermore, we believe that the 

plans around the One World Café

Project will consequentially assist

in the continuing improvement

and modernisation of our prem-

ises. 

The usual cycle of events contin-

ues. In the coming months we

have Harvest, Chapel Anniver-

sary, Remembrance Sunday and,

of course, Christmas. Unusually,

we have our Chapel Bicentenary

celebrations approaching next

year and planning for that is in its

early stages.

We have much to look back upon

with pride and much to look for-

ward to with enthusiasm!

Trevor

In other ways, we continue to ex-

press our values through our ac-

tions. We are exploring the idea

of a One World Café at chapel,

as Bob explains elsewhere in this

newsletter. We are very much

aware that we have the potential

to contribute to the well being of

the wider community in Oldham.

We are mindful of our own Unitar-

ian charity, SACH (Send a Child

to Hucklow) and given the oppor-

tunity, we would be able to pro-

vide places for local children to

spend time at this very pleasant

holiday centre.

The chapel premises are avail-

able for the use of acceptable

user groups and we would be

Dear Members and Friends,

Welcome to our latest

newsletter. It has been pro-

duced coincidentally with

the happy news that follow-

ing our asylum campaign

Abdoulaye Diabate has fi-

nally been granted discre-

tionary leave to remain in

the U.K. for three years.

You may recall that in June of

this year, Taha Ghasemi was

granted the same discretionary

leave to remain. This makes life

much easier for both them as

they can now receive National In-

surance numbers and have the

right to work and earn. There is

optimism that final decisions with

regard to their status in three

years’ time should be positive.

Times have been hard for the two

of them but they have shown

great fortitude and patience in

pursuing their cases. We should

also pat ourselves, and the wider

Unitarian community, on the

back; without our efforts and fi-

nancial help very little would have

been achieved. On behalf of Ab-

doulaye, Taha and our chapel I

would like to thank all who con-

tributed, in whatever way and by

whatever amount. That would in-

clude our members and friends,

members of our legal team,

donors, fundraisers and local

MPs. Most importantly, it would

include our minister, the Rev-

erend Bob Pounder, who initiated

the campaigns and has worked

harder than anyone to bring them

to fruition. Thank you all.

Looking Back with Pride and 

Forward with Enthusiasm
Trevor Clarke, Chapel President

Abdoulaye with congregation - ‘Thank you!’

Saturday, October 20th, 7.30 p.m

CURRY NIGHT

Great Food & Company

All Welcome
www.oldhamunitarians.org.uk



From the Minister. . .
I recently attended an interfaith meeting at

the Doncaster Unitarian and Free Christian

Church. One of the main speakers was

Bishop Peter Burrows. In addressing the

theme of 'interfaith', he began to speak

about a government idea known as the 'big

society'. As an aside you may recall that the

Archbishop of Canterbury, Rowan Williams

described this Conservative government ini-

tiative as 'aspirational waffle'  'that was de-

signed to conceal a deeply damaging

withdrawal of the state from its responsibili-

ties to the most vulnerable.' However,

Bishop Peter Burrows said he preferred to

refer to the 'good society' rather than the 'big

society' but he also referred to a book that

he was currently reading titled The Pre-

cariat.

This book written by Professor Guy Stand-

ing, describes the precariat as the 'new dan-

gerous class of people’. A class of people is

growing because of de-industrialisation, the

dominance of banks and finance capital and

the fact that increasingly, people live ever

more lives that are precarious. The continu-

ing economic emphasis on banks, financial

services and computer technology has left

millions without secure work, and high levels

of personal debt, depressed wages, longer

working hours as well as unemployment and

growing homelessness. 

The situation is worsened by tax rises, cuts

in welfare benefits and social services that

drag people into deeper levels of poverty. At

the same time, the wealthier appear to get

richer. Locally, for example, we now have

Oldham's first food bank, supported by the

local churches and the Trussell Trust. (in ad-

dition to the weekly distribution of food for

destitute asylum seekers by Oldham Unity).

Nationally, the Trussell Trust are opening

four  new food distribution centres each

week. 

Up-to-date statistics show that half of the UK

population owns just one percent of the

country's wealth whilst the richest twenty

percent own eighty-four percent of it and

that the highest earning ten percent of all

households have a total wealth nearly 100

times greater than the bottom ten percent. 

Even the United Nations says that Britain is

one of the most divided rich countries in the

world. Thousands of years ago, the prophet

Amos called for an end to the oppression of

the poor and said 'Let justice roll down like

waters and righteousness as an ever- rolling

stream'. We hear his words today
Bob

Many Happy Returns, Philip!

On Sunday, August 26th, we celebrated Mr Philip

Jackson’s 80th birthday. Philip, a life long member of

the Unitarian Chapel in Oldham comes from a family

with long connections to the Unitarian Church.

Pictured here with Barbara, he led the congregation

in the singing of his favourite hymns and readings

including 1 Corinthians:13. In his address he fondly

remembered the old Lord Street chapel and showed

slides of family, and past and present members of

the congregation 

KOS

KIDS ON SUNDAY
Held on the second Sunday C every month

with Helen Fleming.

Everybody Welcome
StaBs at 11 a.m.

Stories, Drawing, Painting, Activities

www.oldhamunitarians.org.uk

For as he thinketh in his heart, so is he.

Proverbs.



Oldham Unitarian Chapel

founded in 1813
is open to all who wish to worship

with an open mind,

in a spirit of freedom, reason 

and tolerance.

We do not all hold the same beliefs,

rather each person is encouraged 

‘to develop his or her faith

in a continuing search for truth.’

President: Mr T. Clarke  Tel. 0161 344 0364

Treasurer: Mrs M. Nuttall Tel. 0161 287 3371

Secretary: Mrs. C. Hall Tel. 01706 841 798

Minister: Rev. R. Pounder Tel. 0161 339 6740

Unitarian Chapel

Connaught Street / King Street

Oldham

OL8 1EB

Tel: 0161 620 1810

Lettings Officer:  Mrs M. Nuttall 

0161 287 3371

Registered Charity No. 1111295

Sunday Services

September

Sunday September 2nd at 11a.m. Rev. R. Pounder

Sunday September 9th at 11a.m. Rev. R. Pounder

(Family Service)

Sunday September 16th at 11a.m. TBA 

Sunday September 23rd at 11a.m. Rev. R. Pounder

(Harvest Service)

Sunday September 30th at 11a.m. Rev. R. Pounder 

October

Sunday October 7th at 11a.m. Rev. R. Pounder

Sunday October14th at 11a.m. Rev. R. Pounder

(Family Service)

Sunday October 21st at 11a.m. Rev. R. Pounder

Sunday October 28th at 11a.m. Rev. R. Pounder

November

Sunday November  4th at 11a.m. Rev. R. Pounder 

Sunday November 11th at 11a.m. Rev. R. Pounder

(Family Service)

Sunday November 18th at 11a.m. TBA

(Anniversary Service)

Sunday November 25th at 11a.m. Rev. R. Pounder

December

Sunday December  2nd at 11a.m. Rev. R. Pounder

(Advent Sunday)

Sunday December  9th at 11a.m. Rev. R. Pounder

Sunday December 16th at 11a.m. Rev. R. Pounder

Sunday December  23rd at 3 p.m. Rev. R. Pounder

(Carol Service) 

Sunday December  30th at 11a.m. Rev. R. Pounder

Noticeboard & News

Folk Music: Songs, Guitar, etc. All welcome. Once a month, usually Thursday evenings from 7.30 p.m. 

Details: 07837558036

Curry Night hosted by Mansoor and Aqila Hassan, Saturday October 20th from 7.30 p.m. 

Voluntary minimum donation £5. All welcome

We are currently exploring ways of working with ADS (Addiction Dependency Solutions) and other 

voluntary organisations in Oldam

Events at www.oldhamunitarians.org.uk


