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Westgate Chapel was opened in 1752.  
Its congregation was established in 1662 
and became Unitarian in view in the 
eighteenth century.  
It has taken a leading part in the 
economic, social, educational, political - 
and spiritual - development of Wakefield 
and its vicinity. 

Out of the dusk a shadow, then, a spark 

Out of the cloud a silence, then, a lark 

Out of the heart a rapture , then a pain 

Out of the dead cold ashes, life again 

John Banister Tabb 

http://www.ukunitarians.org.uk/wakefield/
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=easter&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=7z6NrL6boox_hM&tbnid=OuqGqbDU3i3TuM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.mindfulmum.co.uk/fun/2012/daffodil-easter-cards/&ei=EvtFUe3bE_SS0QWJwYGoAw&bvm=bv.43828540,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNGYnJ-LEsI9-6nYsRKgxCns32W2Eg&ust=1363627065570903
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Services in April 

First service of the month is at 10.30, all other services at 3pm 

7th April:  Stephen Carlile 

14th April: John Goodchild 

21st April: Rosemary Frances-Lloyd 

28th April: Reverend Myrna Michell 

 
Welcoming Rota 
Welcomers do an important job in making everyone feel welcome at 
our services. As always, if you are unable to act as welcomer on the day 
indicated, you are asked to arrange an exchange.  
 

7th April:  Pat Howard 

14th April: Ralph Denby 

21st April: John Goodchild 

28th April: Nancy Denison 

 
Flowers 
Flowers are provided by Nancy Denison. If you can offer to 
provide, arrange, or pay for the flowers in any week please do 
let her know! 
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Rosemary Frances-Lloyd 

We welcome a new visiting preacher to Westgate Chapel in April. 

Rosemary moved to the UK from New York City in December, 2011 and 

attends the Leeds Mill Hill church. Rosemary has an MA from Meadville 

Lombard Theological School, a Unitarian Universalist seminary in 

Chicago and was the first UU female to serve in the US Air Force as 

Chaplain Candidate. She has also been a chaplain to HIV and cancer 

patients. Rosemary says:  “As you know British Unitarians and 

American Unitarians are not exactly the same though we share a 

theological and culture heritage.” She’s happy to talk about the 

differences! 

 

 

FRIDAY ORGAN RECITALS at 1pm 

on the historic organ by Francis Booth 

26 April: ANTHONY NORCLIFFE, Mill Hill Chapel, Leeds 

 3 May: THOMAS MOORE, Director of Music, Wakefield Cathedral 

10 May: PROFESSOR DAVID BAKER, St Michael's, Mytholmroyd 

17 May: PHILIP TORDOFF, Organist emeritus, Halifax Minster 

24 May: IAN SHAW, St John’s, Harrow 

Bring your lunch. Hot drinks from 12.30pm. Admission free but a 

collection will be taken for the organ fund.  



4 
 

The Annual General Meetings of the General Assembly 

of Unitarian and Free Christian Churches 

The GA meetings take place this year in Nottingham Thursday 11th to 

Sunday 14th April. Our delegate this year will be David Arthur. Please do 

contact him with questions or comments about any motions to be 

discussed at the meeting. David will provide a report of the meetings 

for our May issue of the newsletter.  

 
 

Some of us will be at Nottingham to cheer on Bill in his new role – 

and we hope the newsletter will contain updates from from Bill 

during the year as he travels around the country as the public face 

(and what a nice one!) of Unitarianism in the UK. 

 

We gather in faith, that the light shines in the darkness, and the 

darkness does not overcome it. We gather in wonder of the beauty we 

can see; and of the mystery of all we can never know. 

From ‘Easter Prayer’ by Paul S Sawyer 

The Yorkshire Unitarian Union are organising a 

lunch to recognise the honour bestowed on 

Rev Bill Darlison in becoming the President of 

the General Assembly of Unitarian and Free 

Christian Churches for 2013/4 Saturday April 

27th, Hotel St Pierre, Newmillerdam,  12.30 for 

1.00. Three course luncheon for £12.95  

Booking forms and further information from 
Christine Dawson, 9, Olicana Park, Ilkley, LS29 
0AW E-mail: dcdawson3@hotmail.com or 
phone (01943 608354). 
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Celebrating our hands Kate Taylor 

The service on 3 March was an invitation to consider our 

remarkable hands. We wrote about how they serve us and 

serve the wider world.  People wrote of the practical tasks 

performed by their hands: making breakfast, polishing shoes, 

sharpening tools, cooking, mending, nursing, cleaning, washing 

up, and gardening. They wrote of the affection transmitted by 

hands: cuddling those we love, touching the hand of one’s 

partner, stroking the cat, connecting via a handshake, and of 

hands as a means of communication: writing essays, letters, or 

e-mails, commenting on others’ work.  There were several 

comments appreciating hands as makers of music: playing the 

flute or piano. One wrote ‘My hands allow me to express 

emotion through music, through painting, or drawing, through 

embroidery...without them I would be truly lost’.  Another 

summed them up as ‘among the principal servants of the body – 

agents, not originators, mediating between mind and action’.  

From drudgery to dazzling – all done by our treasured hands. 
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What do we expect of politicians?  

A Report from the March Forum by Kate Taylor 

There were two questions in our minds at the March Forum: What do we 

expect of our politicians and what should we expect of them?  It was 

acknowledged that some people go into politics in the belief that they can 

benefit society. One of our number had served on Wakefield Council for a 

term, standing for election in the hope of doing some good. For the 

altruistic the motive might be similar to that which people who have a 

religious vocation possess. But there was some cynicism around: on the 

whole, it was suggested, people enter politics from a love of power and 

perhaps even for personal gain.  

We talked about the need, to succeed, to belong to a political party and the 

problems for anyone with integrity in finding the policies suddenly adopted 

by their party being quite different from the ones they thought they were 

pursuing.  We wanted MPs who were honest but recognised that they 

might well compromise their integrity.  

Ideally, we thought, candidates for Parliament should come from their 

constituency. Too many are ‘carpet-baggers’ dropped in  by their political 

party from elsewhere. We were rather amused at the notion that they 

would need to be adaptable, and ready to build good relationships with a 

somewhat alien people.  

The complexity of the modern world and the changing demands on those 

given ministerial office mean either that MPs need an immense amount of 

knowledge or need the intellectual agility to absorb changing briefs. Surely 

Chancellors need to be good at economics and to have a sound grasp of 

‘market forces’ – but we had our doubts about the capacity of some who 

have served in this role.  
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So what, in essence, did we thinks politicians needed: the ability  to 

withstand pressure, the capacity also to endure  boredom, and versatility 

to be able to move from the heady atmosphere of the House of Commons 

to the sheer slog of a Saturday morning ‘surgery’ among their constituents.  

Are today’s politicians people of culture and polish and ones whom we 

would deem gentlemen or ladies? We looked back to Victorian leaders who 

wrote works of theology, or novels. We accepted that some upper-class 

families had produced very able and dedicated members of Parliament. 

Some of us would welcome rather more ‘style’ than we see amongst 

politicians today and a greater talent for public speaking.  Charisma? We 

did not mention it but we did refer to Boris Johnson. The seemingly limited 

vocabulary of David Cameron made us wonder what skills are fostered at 

Eton.  Michael Foot and Enoch Powell might have come from different 

stables but they were real, distinctive personalities whose rhetoric was that 

of men comfortable with themselves.  

Politics, we knew, needs able people. Whilst we hardly envisaged their 

sitting exams before being supported as candidates for election, we did 

quite like the idea of a meritocracy. We also wanted an experience of life, a 

level of maturity, before people take on the running of the country.  

 

There will be no forum in April due to the Easter break, but we 

look forward to an evening meeting of the Forum on the first 

Tuesday in May at 7pm, when we shall discuss the new 

‘Academies’. The guest speaker will be Rev Ian Wildey, 

Director of Religious Education, Diocese of Wakefield. 
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A Unitarian Joke for Easter 

And Jesus said unto his disciples, "Who do you say that I am?" And a Unitarian 

among them answered and said, "You are the incarnate Logos. You are of one 

substance and coeternal with the Father, or the Mother, as the case may be. 

You are the eruption of eternity into the space-time continuum." And Jesus 

looked at the Unitarian and said, "What?!" 

The Chapel Pastoral Care Team 

Members of the Chapel's pastoral team are willing to provide a confidential ear 

and to visit people at home. Contact Kate Taylor (kate@airtime.co.uk). 
 

The Engagement Group 

The group chooses a location and theme for each meeting, engaging with 

one another following engagement group principles. The group has been 

dormant for a while, so if you are interested please get in touch. Contact 

Steve (boudicca7@talktalk.net) or Mel (melpx@hotmail.com). 
 

Safeguarding 

Our Safeguarding Policy is now available in the Chapel Vestry, and the 

summary statement and poster on display on the entrance noticeboard. If 

you have any concerns about the safety of our children and vulnerable 

adults please contact the safeguarding office (Mel Prideaux) immediately. 

All contact information and procedures are in the policy document. 
 

Fire Evacuation Procedure 

A chapel fire procedure is available on the noticeboard. Fire Officer is Paul 

Dawson, who can be contacted at Chapel with any queries or concerns. 

Officers of the Chapel Committee: 
Chairman: John Goodchild, 12 Shakespeare Avenue, Normanton, WF6 1EA  
Hon Secretary and Pulpit Supply: Kate Taylor, 19 Pinder’s Grove, Wakefield, 
WF1 4AH, 01924 372748 kate@airtime.co.uk  
Hon Treasurer: Bill Humphreys, 4 Gloucester Grove, Lupset  WF2 8NG  
Newsletter Editor and Safeguarding Officer: Mel Prideaux, 3 Pinfold Lane, 
Sandal, WF2 7LN melpx@hotmail.com 

mailto:kate@airtime.co.uk

