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August 2014 
Short and sweet for the summer break – back to full length in September! 

 

  

Chapel News 

At the July meeting of the congregational committee it was agreed that the 

Chapel would support a YUU initiative to employ a part time District minister. 

The congregation will be responsible for contributing £3000 per year for five 

years towards this venture. If appointed, the minister will also serve Bradford 

Unitarians, and will provide support to congregations without a minister, such 

as ours, as well as raise the profile of Unitarianism in the district, and 

encourage new and innovative activity. This is a big undertaking, and 

commitment. More news to follow, but much for us to start thinking about! 

 

The committee also agreed to start exploring links with the Sunday Assembly, 
a new ‘Godless Church’, which has received a good deal of media attention. 
Again, more news to follow. 

Westgate Chapel was opened in 1752. Its congregation was established in 
1662 and became Unitarian in view in the eighteenth century. It has taken a 
leading part in the economic, social, educational, political - and spiritual - 
development of Wakefield and its vicinity. 

http://www.ukunitarians.org.uk/wakefield/
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Gathering for Worship in August 

Sunday 3rd  10.30am Stephen Carlile 

Sunday 10th 3pm  Revd. Bill Darlison 

Sunday 17th 3pm  Paul Dawson 

Sunday 24th  3pm  David Arthur 

Tuesday 26th 7pm  Sally Fairweather  

Sunday 31st 3pm  Chris Pilkington 

 
Sunday Welcoming Rota 
Please arrange an exchange if you are unable to act as welcomer 

Sunday 3rd: Bill Humphreys 

Sunday 10th: Liz Kitson  

Sunday 17th: Pat Howard 

Sunday 24th: Chris Pilkington 

Sunday 31st: Ralph Denby 

 

British Values – The July Forum. A report from Kate Taylor 

Education Secretary Michael Gove has said that he wants ‘British values’ taught in 

all schools. We met to consider what values he might have in mind, where they 

come from, and how (if at all) they are transmitted. 

The discussion began with contributions to a list of possible values whether likely 

to be favoured by Gove or not.  Love of money and the attendant greed seemed to 

dominate British culture at present but surely they were not what Grove intended. 

From Forgetful Ralph… 

Forget names of things? I do. Do you? Like that blue flower, forget me not. I 

am trying to think of a name to put in front of it. Lavender. This flower/shrub 

is much associated with the county of Norfolk – call it ‘Norfolk Lavender’! 

After weeks of asking my wife the name of a flower in the garden which is 

‘Lavatera’, I have succeeded in remembering it by putting another name in 

front of it. Call it ‘Lavatory Lavatera’! 
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We thought he would support honesty and truthfulness but had our doubts about 

liberalism and compassion. No doubt patriotism would gain his favour but we were 

much less certain of its significance.  Heading our own values was charity (in the 

sense of generosity of spirit) and its associated values of love and forgiveness.  We 

put forward another Unitarian value – freedom – and spoke especially of freedom 

from oppression, from poverty and from dogma. (Someone wanted freedom from 

Gove!)  Democracy, we thought, was a very British value, but we also argued that 

such values were not especially British since other (in particular western) countries 

shared them.  We threw in a few more possible contenders for the Grove 

prescription: literacy, rationality, inventiveness, hope, efficiency, and morality. 

Would he favour tolerance and peace?  

Values might be inculcated in schools in two ways at least – via the curriculum and 

via the organisation and atmosphere of the school itself.  British values, if so they 

can be called, derive to a great extent we thought from the Christian scriptures. 

Every child, whatever their faith, should encounter them, not, of course, in any 

dogmatic way but just to be aware of the teaching in particular of Jesus.  

Otherwise we thought Literature and History were the subjects most likely to 

promote values.  History should encourage a pride in our past, an understanding of 

what values have obtained and what the consequences have been.  Well taught, 

History invites pupils to see more than one side to a question, possibly promoting 

rationality and fairness. It might well encourage patriotism, of course. Importantly 

values are embedded in literature. Shakespeare provides extensive moral insights.  

He derived these, we thought, from the Christian scriptures but he gives them 

powerful human form. Satirists such as Swift and Dickens drew readers towards 

positive values. Dickens, in particular, promoted social concern. (Probably not a 

Gove front-runner). But then we turned to sport and to the manner in which 

schools encourage a –to some of us undesirable – competitiveness.  Some of us 

had experience of schools that transmitted other undesirable values such as 

snobbery and discrimination.   

We discussed where our own individual values had come from. Initially perhaps 

from our families but the members of each family are so diverse that we were 

offered quite contradictory values including go-getting and money-grubbing as 

well as generosity and kindliness.  (This led to a brief reflection on marriage and 
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the seeming incompatibility of some couples.) We recognised that we adopted the 

values of those we liked or admired and resisted the ones of those we did not care 

for. Values came, one of us said, from reaction as well as respect.  Two spoke of 

the values inculcated in the armed services.  One had been trained in readiness, 

alertness. The other acquired an understanding and acceptance of his fellow men 

of whatever class.   

We focused on sport. Is our own cultural emphasis on football, cricket, tennis and 

cycling all part of an establishment conspiracy to divert us from politics and the 

economy. We noted the extent of sports coverage at present on BBC television 

stations. Loyalty might perhaps be a worthy value found in football supporters, of 

course.   

There had been much in the news recently about Magna Carta (1215) being the 

foundation of our democracy but we thought its significance had been overstated 

and that it did little for the common man. Some of us were more impressed by the 

influence of Henry II (King of England 1154-89) in his establishing our common law.  

And then we came to spirituality. Gove? Surely not? Yet to most people seemingly 

very important. For some this was nurtured by coming to chapel but we had little 

to say on whence we derive it otherwise. Should schools introduce periods of 

meditation?  

And finally individualism. Schools, we thought, did little to encourage this yet to us 

the right to be ourselves, with our own values, our own ways, mattered a great 

deal. There was praise for one school where a member’s difference from the 

rugby-playing crowd and the Oxbridge-orientated masters had been wholly 

respected.  Would Gove have liked that? 
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