
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WESTGATE CHAPEL (UNITARIAN) 

WAKEFIELD 
Telephone 01924-373307 

website: www.ukunitarians.org.uk/wakefield/ 

 

Westgate Chapel was opened in 1752. 

Its congregation was established in 1662 and became 

Unitarian in view in the eighteenth century. 

It has taken a leading part in the economic, social, 

educational, political - and spiritual - development 

of Wakefield and its vicinity. 

 

SUNDAY SERVICES: 10.30am on the first Sunday of each 

month and 3pm on all other Sundays  

 

CALENDAR FOR DECEMBER 2009  
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Thought for  the month 
 

You have to find out what is worth doing and do it completely. 

                BBC2 Ugly Beauty, 21 November 

 

Services in December, at 10.30am on 6 December, at 10am 

on 25 December and at 3pm on all other days 

 
  6 December                                       Stephen Carlile*     

 13 December                                      The Reverend Robin Boyes 

 20 December                                      John Goodchild**  

25 December                                       Jan Millington 

27 December                                       David Arthur 

 

 *World AIDS day 

 * * Carol Service 

  

Rota of Welcomers 
 

  6 December                                      Ralph Denby     

  13 December                                    Pat Howard                                                                                                                                                                                          

20 December                                      Nancy Denison 

25 December                                      John Goodchild 

27 December                                      Ralph Denby          
 

As always, if you are unable to act as welcomer on the day indicated, you 

are asked to arrange an exchange. 

 

 

The Westgate Forum, Tuesday 1 December, at 10.30am in 

the Vestry 

 
   The topic for discussion at the December forum is ‘The nature of evil’. 

We shall consider whether there might be an evil force, acting upon us 

from the outside, or whether evil lies in the human heart. What acts can 

truly be regarded as evil? Perhaps we might also ask how evil-doers 

should be treated.   

 
 



 3 

 

The Annual Meeting of the Congregation, Sunday 22 

November  
 

In opening the meeting, President John Goodchild  thanked all those who 

attended the services and who contributed financially. He referred to Mr 

Scott’s eleven years of stewardship of the congregation’s finances and 

thanked him for his dedicated service. He commented that the recent 

report of the Yorkshire Unitarian Union revealed that Westgate Chapel 

had the lowest attendance figures of any chapel in the Union; he had 

asked the Committee to consider strategies for growth; it might be possible 

to engage a minister who was on sabbatical from the United States or 

Canada for a short period; the plan for house groups was welcomed; he 

would like to see members coming together on a project such as working 

towards a new window or windows (perhaps replacing the inappropriate 

Victorian legends) or providing a seat or seats in the town (suitably 

labelled). He referred to the new hymn book, Sing Your Faith: he found its 

words trite but felt that the congregation should explore it to discover its 

treasures, preferably singing no more than one new hymn in a service. He 

spoke of the new ‘neighbour’ in the form of the building currently known 

as Block C; he thought that the Trustees had been misled as to its scale but 

it seemed that there was no remedying the situation. The new road, 

however would provide an opportunity for advertising the Chapel with a 

notice board facing onto it. There was now a question of the possible 

removal of the wall on the west side of the Chapel. He referred to the 

Trustees’ holding the property and a capital fund,  and expressed gratitude 

for their stewardship. He regretted that there had been a slow decline in 

numbers attending services; this could be accommodated only for a time; 

the attendance mirrored the enthusiasm yet spiritual awareness was not in 

question.  

    John was re-elected as our President with Kate Taylor continuing as 

Secretary. However we now have a new Treasurer, Bill Humphreys 

replacing Tony Scott. The Committee for 2009-2010 is made up of the 

officers and David Arthur, Ralph Denby, Nancy Denison, Pat Howard, 

Chris Pilkington, Melanie Prideaux, and Tony Scott.   
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The Chapel Anniversary 

 
The picture on the facing page shows a happy group in the Vestry after 

our anniversary service on 1 November. Left to right they are David 

Arthur, Ned Prideaux, Melanie Prideaux, Stephen Lingwood who 

conducted the service, Stephen Carlile and Joshua Carlile. 

 

 

Conference on Pastoral Care 
 

        The Unitarian Association for Lay Ministry organised a weekend 

conference on Pastoral Care at the Nightingale Centre  in Great Hucklow, 

Derbyshire, 13th-15th November 2009 which I attended as your delegate, 

partly  funded by the Chapel. David Arthur also attended and ably saw to 

the smooth-running of the arrangements.  

      I know that most of you have been to the Centre and have happy 

memories. As a first -timer I was impressed by the care and thought that 

made my stay comfortable and beneficial. Furnishings, food and facilities 

are very good.  However the weather could not be organised! 

    Upwards of 20 people attended for all or part of the time, most areas 

being represented and the age range very wide, a fine 7 month old baby 

being the youngest. 

   The topics of the sessions,  Self-Awareness and Psychodynamics in 

Pastoral Counselling  meant that he speakers used their own experiences 

as starting points.  Here are some quotes: 

    "The more we know our own struggles we can understand others."    

    "In every seat there is a broken heart."  

    "How wrong the saying 'Sticks and stones may break.......'   is ." 

    "What have a mobile hairdresser and a monastery have in common ?"   

      We need to listen carefully so the we have an accurate understanding 

and it is best to ask open questions . These are questions that cannot be 

answered by a 'No' or 'Yes', so that asking 'How do you feel about that?' 

will lead to a useful discussion.   

 

  There was one activity where a variety of topics were spread out and we 

each had to choose one and then pair with someone else and share our 

thoughts, and in another activity pennies were spread out and we each 

picked up one, looked at the date on it and thought back to our situation at 

that time and our pastoral care and then considered  how it had changed 

over the years.   
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    The weather was so wet we did not get a hike to freshen us which was a 

big disappointment. From the windows the  countryside looked beautiful. I 

know that I would like to go for a Walking or a Wild Flower Holiday and I 

am sure the facilities for young people are excellent there.      

   We closed with morning service in the chapel in the village,  followed 

by another wellcooked meal and David drove safely home.       

  I was glad to attend the conference because I am still trying to assess the 

Unitarians... there are so many intelligent, hardworking people and  I 

wonder if they are as effective as they could be. 

 

      Patricia M. Howard     

 

 

Collection of non-perishable foodstuffs for Barnardo’s. 

 

  We are still collecting items to take to  Barnardo’s in Cheapside for 

distribution at Christmas to young people trying to cope alone after they 

have left care. Next Sunday, 6 December, is the last date for your 

contributions.  Please check the sell-by date of anything you donate. It is 

suggested that you might think of tinned meats, tinned fish, tinned fruit, 

tinned soups, tinned beans, spaghetti, etc. Or tea or coffee. Perhaps some 

of you would care to give ‘treats’ like pleasantly-scented soaps, or 

chocolates.  Kate will take all offerings to Barnardo’s the following week.  

 

The Legal Age: Have we got it right?  - The November 

Forum 

 
We recognised that the legal age for, well, whatever, was changed by 

governments to reflect changes in the culture and in the economy. 

Changes also reflected the development of new perspectives and 

understanding.  

Our first considerations were of the legal ages between which children 

must attend school. We recognised the value  to families where both 

parents work of being able to send children to school at the latest by the 

age of five, but that, we tended to think, was too young for any formal 

lessons to begin. In some countries the age for starting school is seven. 

Children who are being taught before they are mentally ready can quickly 

switch off and may develop patterns of behaviour which prevent their 

learning adequately later on. Today children must remain at school until 

after their sixteenth birthday. In the latter part of the 19 century they were 

able to leave by twelve provided that they had reached the acceptable 
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standard of the time. Before the second world war they could leave at 

fourteen and this seemed a good age to start a seven-year apprenticeship. 

But then such apprenticeships no longer exist.  

At what age should sexual activity become legal? Currently it is sixteen. 

Curious perhaps that children must remain at school for a short time after 

their sixteenth birthday but can engage in sex legally and, with the consent 

of a parent, can also marry. Should the legal age for sex be lowered? 

Young people are physically ready for it, but we wondered whether they 

would not be vulnerable to the predatory activities of older people.  

Inevitably, given the ages of those taking part in the discussion, we moved 

fairly quickly to issues of retirement and the state pension. We knew there 

was an actuarial problem here. The economy cannot afford to pay out 

pensions for people who now, frequently, live to a much greater age than 

in the past. The pensionable age today for men (65) and women (60) has 

changed only once since the great 1909 act introduced means-tested 

pensions for men at the age of 70. We assumed that whichever party is 

returned to power at the 2010 General Election, there will be some change, 

perhaps with the age for both sexes being raised to 66 or 67.  

We tended to think that the age for receiving a pension should be the same 

for both men and women and we felt that some people were required to 

retire when they might prefer to continue working. But we also felt that it 

all depended on the  job. Some people in stressful work become 

‘knackered’. Others love their work so much  - and have little interests 

outside it – that they prefer to continue as long as they can. Perhaps people 

could have a year’s sabbatical and then return to work for a while. But 

what of the future prospects for younger people if older ones hang on to 

the higher-paid jobs?   

It was, it was suggested, hugely important to have an advisory service 

making people aware of what they could do in retirement. This was 

provided by some organisations and by loc al government, but had never 

been taken on board by the state. It was, we recognised, hugely important 

to keep both the mind and body active. Further education seemed to be 

available for the retired only in little pockets. We wondered what job 

centres offered to the over 65s who were seeking re-employment.  

We thought that the state pension ought to be means-tested. Professional 

pensions like those provided for retired teachers were adequate, albeit not 

generous, but those dependent on private pension schemes did not enjoy 

the same increases year on year. We noted that people of pensionable age 

had other state benefits and were not quite sure whether it was a good 

thing to provide them on a blanket coverage basis: winter fuel allowances, 

free television licences after the age of 75, higher tax allowances. Free 

prescriptions. Free passes on buses and some trains, provided that one 
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avoided the rush hour. Then , of course, a card from the Queen when one 

reached 100.  We were not at all sure that all this could be justified.  

And so to the age of eligibility to vote for members of local councils and 

members of Parliament.  Young people now have to be eighteen before 

having the franchise. Should it be granted at sixteen? Should the franchise 

depend on attaining an educational standard such as 5 good passes in the 

GCSE? It was argued that that would cut out people of an independent 

mind who did not conform to the demands of the educational system. We 

noted that a very low proportion of people take the trouble to vote at all.  

Had the good life come to an end, we wondered? The economy was 

clearly failing. Tourism had replaced industry as a major source of 

national income. All seemed to be a challenge for a new Government.  
 

 

 

 

 

The Unitarian path is a liberal religious movement rooted in the Jewish 

and Christian traditions but open to insights from world faiths, reason 

and science, and with a spectrum extending from liberal Christianity 

through to religious humanism. (Prologue to The Unitarian Path by 

Andrew Hill.) 

 

Chairman             John Goodchild, 12 Shakespeare Avenue,  

                             Normanton, WF6 1EA 

Hon Secretary       Kate Taylor, 19 Pinder’s Grove,  

Calendar               Wakefield. WF1 4AH Tel 01924-372748 

and Pulpit Supply 

Hon Treasurer      Mr W Humphreys, 4 Gloucester Grove, Lupset,  

                               Wakefield WF2 8NG   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


