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He who has not Christmas in his heart will 
never find it under a tree. 

Roy L. Smith 

 



Services at Westgate 

7th December 10.30am Lauren Prideux and Joshua Carlile 

14 December  3pm  Reverend Bill Darlison     Carol Service 

21 December   3pm   David Arthur 

25 December   10.30am   John Goodchild   Christmas Day 

28 December  3pm   Kate Taylor 

Our thanks to all those members who help out with welcoming people 
to the chapel before service, and who help with refreshments 
afterwards. 

The Choir for our carol service is an interdenominational one and will 
be a great treat  It includes members of the choir from St Elizabeth’s 
Parish Church, Reddish, and members of Westgate Chapel.  It has 
been brought together by the two Directors of Music, Anthony and 
Paul Dawson, 
A Visit to Hucklow 

Josh made his first venture to Inters in  November. 

It was really fun and I like it a lot more than juniors because it's much more laid 
back, and you get a bit bored of doing crafts at Junior weekend.  We had a walk 
out one morning but it was really foggy.  We did drawing and creative writing.  
For a change the people from church came to us, we had been preparing over 
the weekend, and I did a reading in the service.  The weekend was about 
footprints in the sand, looking at people who cared for you, and who you could 
lean on if you were sad.  

I missed some of my old friends, but met an American leader who had met Meg 
Barnhouse. I met a young man called Elliot, he was one of the team leaders and 
was a good friend while I was there. 



We had a visit from the new 
Minister at Mill Hill, the Rev 
Jo James, making what we 
hope will be the first of many 
visits. 
 
 
 

A Report from YULPA by Adrian Worsfold 

Before the YUU Annual General Meeting and Quarterly Meeting, and talk from 
Robert Ince, on 11 October 2014 Kate Taylor led a discussion in Hull church on 
providing an interfaith service of peace from the perspective of Wakefield 
church's experience. Wakefield followed the General Assembly resolution to 
hold an interfaith service for peace. This included: 3) Designates the 3rd 
Sunday in October each year as a special Unitarian day for World Peace when 
Unitarian & Free Christian Churches host an ‘Interfaith Service for World Peace 
’ 4) Requests that the Facilitation Services Action Group together with the 
Unitarian Peace Fellowship produce worship material for this occasion. 
Unfortunately the GA's worship pack material was all Unitarian in source and 
seemed to impose one view so Wakefield generated its own material. One 
preparation is getting people to come. Kate made personal invitations and went 
to places of worship. She notes that Quakers are keen but can dominate with 
their enthusiasm. She approached the local Churches Together. The civic 
approach can be made to get the Lord Mayor or similar to say some words. And 
she made an effort to attract the more 'wayout sects'. Mormons can be over 
enthusiastic. People saying lots of words can be broken up with some music. 
The presentation should be theologically neutral, and hospitality is important. 
Shortness, relevance and simplicity of language are important considerations. 
The informal discussions afterwards are important, encouraged by "high quality 



biscuits" and orange juice availability takes account of not all people of faith 
consuming tea and coffee. In discussion we would expect religions to be "pushy 
"and indeed Unitarians promote their values such as tolerance. 

What texts can be said by Unitarians not to offend other Unitarians? York tried 
an intergenerational interfaith service with "Bright Lights" performed by children. 
We wrote some peace based offerings to such a service. Many took account of 
the road into conflict before peace is made. Others expressed Unitarian ideas, 
for example learning through difference. I made some lesser ditties, including:                                  

For our peace 
Let us share a meal 

And let it not 
Be piecemeal. 

It seems it is very difficult to avoid theological concepts, for example what one 
says about the divine and God will conflict with somebody. Even prayer has 
conceptual variations between faith groups. My view is that Unitarians may host 
an interfaith service as neutrally as possible, if neutrality is possible, but that they 
make Unitarian contributions into the service. Collective faiths are often little more 
than descriptive (or phenomenological) in interfaith gatherings, whereas 
Unitarians remain as individuals. The opportunity to 'crack the concepts' (be 
theological)or be investigative into what people actually do beyond official 
descriptions (the anthropological)is quite limited. Peace of course is a values-
focus, but is still limited by being descriptive. But then it is important to meet and 
reduce mutual ignorance, as ignorance feeds conflict. Robert Ince's contribution 
to the YUU event in Hull was to speak with few holds barred on the financial 
problems at GA level, including the expensive funding of residential ministry 
students. Our tiny denomination draws on trust funds that are not 
endless.ggggggggggggggggggggggg 

 

 



A Very Happy Birthday to Lauren who 
celebrates her birthday on the 14th!  

 
Another Visit to Hucklow 

A week later the little borrowed car made another long journey to Derbyshire, this 
time to take me to the UALM Conference, along with David Arthur, Brin from 
York, and Jim from Bradford. Evening one was taken up with the AGM, but 
followed by a sung devotion.  Over the weekend we worked on the topics of music 
in worship, meditation and prayer writing.  Each session lasted 90 minutes, but 
flew past.  The networking and sharing is brilliant, and Hucklow's greatest 
moments seem to come when the formal bits of the day are over.  The bit I was 
looking forward to least was probably prayer writing....of course, led by David 
Shaw the evening went brilliantly, I leave my result with you 

I cast my prayer on the wind 

May it touch and transform where it will 

Before coming back and transforming me 

What are the greatest threats to our way of life and how can they 
be countered?   The November Forum 
Our wide-ranging discussion focused first and at length on Islamic 
fundamentalism, the jihadists not only fighting in Syria but living unknown 
amongst us here. We have no means of knowing when or where a radicalised 
and fanatic Muslim might launch an attack. We accepted that this could nor just 
be seen as a problem for the Middle East. We regretted that no authoritative 
Muslim voice seems to speak against the frightening and destructive culture  



rooted in an (warped?) interpretation of the Koran. The threat, we felt, was all the 
more disturbing in that it is indefinable. We noted the Islamic incursion in Europe 
in the middle ages.  

Is the threat any different from that of the IRA in the 1980s where, again, the 
horrific acts were unpredictable? At least we could understand the IRA cause 
and its roots in the realities of religion and politics.  

We then wondered whether fundamentalism of any kind was a threat to our way 
of life.  

We worried that Muslim families living in Britain seem little inclined to integrate 
with the home-grown culture. Allowing them their own faith schools exacerbates 
the problem. (Some of us wanted all faith schools abolished) Perhaps Muslims 
may integrate better once they reach university. We recognised the role played 
by interfaith organisations and groups such as Leeds Concord in fostering better 
relationships,  

How far is climate change a threat? It has made little impact yet on us and its 
dangers are long term. It was not high on our list.  

The increasing distinctions between the rich and the poor in Britain as well as in 
western Europe and the USA seemed to us to have the potential to bring 
disruption. We saw a basic threat in the unbridled capitalism which exacerbates 
the problem.  

We worried about the poverty and malnutrition in third-world countries. We 
thought that a seriously well-funded and sustained international effort is needed 
to promote sustainable agriculture and to curb population growth.  

Ebola has taken hold in some of these countries. How likely is it that it will become 
rampant here? We noted the efforts to find a vaccine. But we noted too that 
research lies with commercial companies and the results will come at a high 
price. We wanted government-funded research.  

Drug dealers, of course, becoming richer and drug addicts become poorer. We 
thought that addiction, whether to drugs or drink, is a threat to our way of life.  

 



People steal to fuel their drug habit. Once caught, they may be imprisoned at the 
taxpayer’s expense. We questioned whether the present approach, in 
criminalising the whole drugs scene, is ever likely to work.  Should drugs be sold, 
instead, openly and at a reasonable price, in licensed premises as cigarettes are. 
This would end extortionate drug-dealing and give the authorities a measure of 
control over the nature of the drugs.  

Whilst those were our most compelling concerns, we spoke too about the Internet 
and its use by hostile groups to further their destructive schemes. We talked, too, 
about its distribution of pornography. But we argued that the Internet is a neutral 
facility, perverted by some of its users but having the huge benefit of being largely 
free and of disseminating incalculable knowledge. Some of us rather liked 
Facebook, too, and the marvellous photographs of local history or people’s pets, 
which one finds there.   

Fracking, the threats of power cuts because of government’ failure to address 
the generation of electricity, cold telephone calls, motor-cars, and time-wasting 
and tasteless television advertisements, all came in for a little scrutiny. 

It was a wonder that we were able to sit there quite comfortably and in reasonable 
health.  

Kate Taylor 

I thought this might be of interest to some in the chapel... 

The Royal Photographic Society: International Images for Science 

Showcasing an extraordinary variety of scientific photography, this biennial 
exhibition explores worlds we can only imagine... 

Date: Saturday 20 December - Saturday 7 February 

Venue: Gallery@ The Civic, Hanson Street , Barnsley  

Time: 10am - 5pm (Tuesday - Saturday)  

Tickets:  FREE ADMISSION 

 



The Chapel Pastoral Care Team  

Members of the Chapel's pastoral team are willing to provide a 
confidential ear and to visit people at home. Contact Kate Taylor 
(kate@airtime.co.uk).   
The Engagement Group The group chooses a location and theme for each 
meeting, engaging with one another following engagement group principles. The 
group has been dormant for a while, so if you are interested please get in touch. 
Contact Steve (boudicca7@talktalk.net) or Mel at Chapel.   

Our Safeguarding Policy is available in the Chapel Vestry, and the summary 
statement and poster on display on the entrance notice board. If you have any 
concerns about the safety of our children and vulnerable adults please contact 
the safeguarding office (Mel Prideaux) immediately. All contact information and 
procedures are in the policy document.   

Fire Evacuation Safeguarding Procedure A chapel fire procedure is available 
on the notice board. Fire Officer is Paul Dawson, who can be contacted at Chapel 
with any queries or concerns.    

Westgate Chapel was opened in 1752. Its congregation was established in 
1662 and became Unitarian in view in the eighteenth century. It has taken a 
leading part in the economic, social, educational, political - and spiritual - 
development of Wakefield and its vicinity.  

Temporary Editor, Stephen Carlile, 182 Wakefield Road Pontefract WF8 4HE. 
07951063828. boudicca7@talktalk.net 

Any copy for the next edition gratefully received. 

 


