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Westgate Chapel was opened in 1752.  
Its congregation was established in 1662 
and became Unitarian in view in the 
eighteenth century.  
It has taken a leading part in the 
economic, social, educational, political - 
and spiritual - development of Wakefield 
and its vicinity. 

Cherish your doubts, for doubt is the 

handmaiden of truth. Doubt is the key to the 

door of knowledge; it is the servant of 

discovery. A belief which may not be 

questioned binds us to error, for there is 

incompleteness and imperfection in every 

belief. Doubt is the touchstone of truth; it is 

an acid which eats away the false. 

Robert T. Weston 
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Services in February 
First service of the month is at 10.30, all other services at 3pm 
3rd:  Stephen Carlile 
10th: Dr Brinley Price (York) 
17th:  Kate Taylor 
24th: Bill Darlison 

 
Welcoming Rota 
 
Welcomers do an important job in making everyone feel 
welcome at our services. As always, if you are unable to act as 
welcomer on the day indicated, you are asked to arrange an 
exchange.  
3rd:  Pat Howard 
10th: Ralph Denby 
17th: John Goodchild 
24th: Nancy Denison 
 
Flowers 
Flowers are provided by Nancy Denison. If you can offer to 
provide, arrange, or pay for the flowers in any week please do 
let her know! 
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The Annual General Meetings of the General Assembly 

of Unitarian and Free Christian Churches 

(how about THAT for a mouthful?!) 

The GA meetings take place this year in Nottingham Thursday 11th 

to Sunday 14th April. This is an excellent opportunity to meet other 

Unitarians, find out about Unitarianism around the country and the 

various societies and activities of the movement – as well as vote 

on motions which influence the work of the General Assembly. The 

Chapel subsidises the attendance of one delegate each year, who is 

asked to provide a written account of the meetings for the 

newsletter. The committee particularly encourages new members 

to attend. If you would like to be our delegate this year please 

contact Kate Taylor by February 10th.  

The Installation of Revd Bill Darlison as President of the 

General Assembly of Unitarian and Free Christian Churches 

As part of the meetings, our very own Bill will be installed as 

President on Sunday 14th. If there is sufficient interest we may hire 

a minibus to take everyone to the event. If you would be interested 

in going please let Mel or Ned know by the end of February so a 

minibus can be booked. 
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The Art Walks 

The Chapel will again be taking an active part in the bi-monthly Art 

Walks in Wakefield, which see many people visit the Chapel and 

appreciate the building for the first time. Kate already has two or three 

possible exhibitors lined up. Any other ideas or contacts do let her 

know (kate@airtime.co.uk). And please do volunteer to greet visitors 

on the evening! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Chapel Information Leaflet 

Mel is currently compiling a new information leaflet to be available 

at our various public events. There are plenty of sources for 

‘standard’ information about Unitarianism, but what will make the 

leaflet useful is information which is specific to US as a community. 

What would YOU have liked to know when you first visited the 

Chapel? What was important in your decision to come to the 

Chapel? Any ideas and suggestions for the leaflet most welcome – a 

draft will be circulated for comment during February.   

The Westgate Forum 

An informal discussion group which meets monthly in the Chapel 

Vestry to discuss a topic chosen by the group. The February forum will 

meet on the 5th at 10.30am and will discuss whether it is now time for 

the Church of England to be disestablished.  

mailto:kate@airtime.co.uk
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The New Westgate Station 

A report from Kate Taylor 

The removal of Westgate Station  a little further to the north, with the 

entrance on Mulberry Way, will mean that the station approach and 

car park next to the Chapel will be closed. The present station entrance 

will be demolished.  There are long-term proposals for the site, 

including a public open space at the side of the Chapel and a hotel. (Yet 

another one!). But for the foreseeable future the site will lie empty and 

will become derelict. On 17 January Chapel Secretary Kate Taylor 

attended the meeting of Wakefield Council’s Planning Committee, 

where the proposals for the new station were to be determined, and 

spoke to oppose the scheme. Under the Town and Country Planning 

Acts, our concerns were not admissible as matters that could be taken 

into account. Nonetheless Kate was given a fair hearing. The scheme 

was opposed on other grounds by Beam (occupants of the Orangery) 

and by Wakefield Civic Society. Their concern was the erection of a 

high wall between the Orangery and the new station. This would 

wholly obscure any view of the Orangery itself from the station. But a 

problem there is that the grounds of the Orangery lie well below the 

site for the station and Network Rail had no plans to accommodate the 

drop in levels. The station scheme was welcomed by the members of 

the Planning Committee and was approved. 

We learned at the same time that the Orangery has been sold to the 

local authority! 
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UNITARIAN WORSHIP STUDIES 

in Yorkshire and north-east England 

What? A programme towards the Foundation Step of the Unitarian 

Worship Studies course. 

When? 4 Saturdays: 18th May, 20th July, 28th September and 23rd 

November from 10.00am to 4.30pm. 

Where? York Unitarian Chapel, St. Saviourgate, York 

Sponsor? The Yorkshire Unitarian Union 

Tutors? Margaret Kirk and Andrew Hill with Lindy Latham (story telling) 

and David Dawson (worship music) 

Cost? Registration fee £15 plus £10 per session 

Who? Anyone who leads or who would like to lead worship in a 

Unitarian congregation 

Result? A Worship Studies Course foundation step certificate for those 

who complete an assessment process and attend at least three training 

days. It will also be possible for people not wanting to work towards 

the certificate to attend these training days. 

If you would like to register, please let Margaret Kirk [at 

m1_kirk@yahoo.co.uk. Tel: 01845 574542] know by 28 February 

The course offers an opportunity to develop those skills needed for 

crafting services of the highest quality and for expanding awareness of 

the various elements that worship involves with particular emphasis 

upon communication and presentation. For those already leading 

services, it will be an opportunity to share ideas and experience. 
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What would you write here? 

What would you like to see in the newsletter? What news have 

you got to share? What’s on your mind? What ideas or thoughts 

did that latest service provoke for you? 

Make a note of them here... and send them to the newsletter 

editor melpx@hotmail.com, or drop them in her pigeonhole! 

mailto:melpx@hotmail.com
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The Chapel Pastoral Care Team 

Members of the Chapel's new pastoral team are willing individually to 

provide a confidential ear if anyone feels the need of this. They are also 

happy to visit people at home. Contact Kate Taylor (kate@airtime.co.uk). 

 

The Engagement Group 

An 'Engagement Group' consisting of Unitarians and non-Unitarians, is 

organised by Mel and Steve. The group chooses a different location and 

theme for each meeting, actively engaging with one another following 

engagement group principles. We explore and discuss spiritual themes, and 

the beliefs and attitudes which shape our lives. The group has been 

dormant for a while, so if you are interested please do get in touch. 

Newcomers are welcome, and should contact Steve 

(boudicca7@talktalk.net) or Mel (melpx@hotmail.com). 

 

Safeguarding 

In 2012 the Chapel Committee approved a new policy on how we will deal 

with concerns about, or allegations of, abuse of children and vulnerable 

adults. We await General Assembly approval of the national policy before 

further work and completion of our local policy. While developments 

continue please contact the Safeguarding Officer, Mel Prideaux (01924 

781020 or by email) with concerns and/or questions. 

 

Officers of the Chapel Committee: 
Chairman John Goodchild, 12 Shakespeare Avenue, Normanton, WF6 1EA  
Hon Secretary Kate Taylor, 19 Pinder’s Grove, Wakefield, WF1 4AH  
Pulpit Supply Tel 01924-372748 kate@airtime.co.uk  
Hon Treasurer Bill Humphreys, 4 Gloucester Grove, Lupset  WF2 8NG  
Editor Mel Prideaux, 3 Pinfold Lane, Sandal, WF2 7LN melpx@hotmail.com 

mailto:kate@airtime.co.uk

