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Westgate Chapel was opened in 1752.  
Its congregation was established in 1662 
and became Unitarian in view in the 
eighteenth century.  
It has taken a leading part in the 
economic, social, educational, political - 
and spiritual - development of Wakefield 
and its vicinity. 

C is for Community - Few of us, hermits and 

ascetics aside, can flourish in isolation. 

Congregational life is one of the best settings for 

discovering friendship and mutual support, 

building a sense of community and fostering 

growth of the spirit. Unitarian congregations are 

self-governing according to democratic principles. 

Members usually have the final say in major 

decisions affecting the life of their community. 

From the ‘A-Z of Unitarianism’, by Matthew Smith 
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Sunday Services in July 
 
1st July: The first service of the month is intergenerational worship at 
10.30am and will be taken by Stephen Carlile. 
The rest of the services for the month will be at 3pm: 
 
8th July: Kate Taylor 
15th July: Bill Darlison 
22nd July: Bill Darlison 
29th July: Tom McCready 
 
Welcoming Rota 
Welcomers do an important job in making everyone feel welcome at 
our services. As always, if you are unable to act as welcomer on the day 
indicated, you are asked to arrange an exchange.  
1st July: Pat Howard  
8th July: Nancy Denison 
15th July: Ralph Denby 
22nd July: Pat Howard 
29th July: John Goodchild 
 
Flowers 
Flowers are provided by Nancy Denison. If you can offer to provide, 
arrange, or pay for the flowers in any week please do let her know!  
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Summer Social, an invitation from Stephen Carlile: 
 

You are invited to a Westgate Unitarian Social 
at 182, Wakefield Road, Pontefract WF8 4HE 

on Saturday 14th July, at 1.30pm. 
 
I will do my best to provide a barbecue, some breadbuns, tea and 
coffee, and squash. Could people bring their own meat please, as I'm 
vegetarian, and couldn't use anything that was left over! I do have 
some veggie stuff, which I will cook inside, unless people want it 
cooked on the barbecue. 
There will be room for a few cars on the drive. There is space nearby 
for parking. If you are coming through Featherstone, look for the 
Londis as you come into Pontefract, I'm in the entrance to the estate 
on the other side of the road. If you have come from the M62 go 
right into town and turn right towards Wakefield, as you are coming 
up the hill look out for the shop and turn right just before it. 

Stephen 
07951063828/01977279305 
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Events at the Chapel 

 

  
3 July, 10.30am 

The Westgate Forum, postponed from June, will discuss 

the Hibbert Trust document, ‘Shaping the Future’  

8 July 7.30pm 

Samzeo: Sacred and folk music from Georgia. 

Tickets from www.northerngeorgiansociety.co.uk 

10 July 7 pm 

Chapel Committee 

18 July 7pm 

An American Family in Yorkshire 

Talk by John Goodchild on the Peterson family who came to live in 

Wakefield in the 18th century and, as well as engaging in development, 

on one case became much involved in spiritualism. 

21 July 10am to 12.30pm 

Open morning with a talk at 11am by John Goodchild 

on the Whaling Industry in Yorkshire 

25 July 5pm to 9pm 

The Art Walk, with an exhibition of 

paintings by Marcin Szuba at the Chapel. 

See over page for more information. 

 

http://www.northerngeorgiansociety.co.uk/
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The Art Walk 

 

Our exhibition on 25 July is by Martin Szuba. Martin comes from 

Poland but now lives and works in Sheffield. He has an MA in Painting 

from the Nicolaus Copernicus University in Torun. He has previously 

held solo exhibitions in Rotherham (2010) and Sheffield (2011). He says 

of his work: ‘In my paintings I try to find a new, unknown alphabet and 

I search for a picture in order to make my thoughts and feelings visible. 

I paint always from the subconscious and without any plan. I use 

abstract marks and signs and often use many layers of paint. I want my 

forms and colours to flow, or sometimes move dynamically, so a 

picture can start to live its own life. In this process I try to communicate 

with those close to me who have died, and I hope that those alive who 

see my paintings will find meanings for themselves.’ 

 

 

Unitarian Christian Association Retreat 

The UCA will be holding a retreat at The Nightingale Centre, Hucklow, 

Derbyshire from Wednesday 19th until Friday 21st September. This will 

be led by Rev Jean Bradley. 

The cost for full board from the Wednesday dinner to Friday lunch will 

be £104 for a standard room. 

There will be an extra charge of £5 for single occupancy of twin rooms 

and £7.50 for an en-suite rooms. 

The retreat will be for those who wish to experience a time of peace 

and reflection within a loving fellowship in a beautiful setting. Everyone 

welcome. 

If you have any queries or would like to book please contact Jean 

Bradley on revjeanbradley@yahoo.co.uk 

mailto:revjeanbradley@yahoo.co.uk
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CARE OF THE HOMELESS by Pat Howard 
 
A Report on the care of homeless people has been commissioned by 
the government, says Jane Dreaper, Health correspondent, BBC News.  
 
NHS hospitals are being urged to do more to help homeless patients. 
Some staff feel that patients' housing needs are beyond the remit of 
hospitals but if problems were dealt with the cost of their care would 
be much reduced. So many turn up as emergency cases. They are 
thought to cost at least five times as much as other patients because 
they often have multiple health problems and repeated admissions. 
There have been times when people have been turned away by 
security guards at A&E. Others have been discharged on to the streets, 
sometimes without even shoes to wear.  
 
Some go into hospital expecting conflict and worrying that they will be 
judged. They may be reluctant to discuss their situation because of the 
level of prejudice they can find. The staff worry about violence. They 
know that some cases are almost insoluble. Some patients have 
illnesses connected with drug abuse and mental health issues. 
The report said problems with heart, lungs and liver were common, as 
were injuries from falls or being attacked.  
 
So hospitals are being asked to identify homeless patients quickly and 
involve housing teams or hostels in their care, rather than discharging 
them back on to the streets. This would save money in the long run.  
 
At the Chapel we know something about this and it is good that the 
need for their care is being recognised, especially as the uncertain 
economic situation continues and next winter approaches. 
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The Chapel Pastoral Care Team 

Members of the Chapel's new pastoral team: Anthony Dawson, Nancy 

Denison and Kate Taylor, are willing individually to provide a 

confidential ear if anyone feels the need of this. They are also happy to 

visit people at home if the occasion suggests this. Contact Kate Taylor 

(kate@airtime.co.uk) or at the Chapel (you can use the Chapel mail 

slots in the corridor outside the Vestry). 

 

The Engagement Group 

An 'Engagement Group' consisting of Unitarians and non-Unitarians, is 

organised by Mel and Steve. The group meets regularly, choosing a 

different location and theme for each meeting, but actively engaging 

with one another following engagement group principles (see website: 

http://www.unitarianengagementgroups.org.uk/).  

We explore and discuss spiritual themes, and the beliefs and attitudes 

which shape our lives. The group has been dormant for a while, so if 

you are interested please do get in touch. Newcomers are welcome, 

and should contact Steve (boudicca7@talktalk.net) or Mel 

(melpx@hotmail.com), either at Chapel or by email.  

 

 
 
 
 
  

Groan along with Bill Humphreys... 

An exasperated mother, whose son was always getting into 

mischief, finally asked him 'How do you expect to get into 

Heaven?' The boy thought it over and said, 'Well, I'll run in and 

out and in and out and keep slamming the door until St. Peter 

says, 'For Heaven's sake, Dylan, come in or stay out!'' 

How does Moses make his tea? Hebrews it. 

The Grim Reaper came for me last night, and I beat him off with 

a vacuum cleaner. Talk about Dyson with death. 

mailto:kate@airtime.co.uk
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The Unitarian path is a liberal religious movement rooted in the Jewish 
and Christian traditions but open to insights from world faiths, reason  
and science, and with a spectrum extending from liberal Christianity  

through to religious humanism. 
(From The Unitarian Path by Andrew Hill.) 

 

Officers of the Chapel Committee: 
Chairman John Goodchild, 12 Shakespeare Avenue, Normanton, WF6 1EA  
Hon Secretary Kate Taylor, 19 Pinder’s Grove, Wakefield, WF1 4AH  
Pulpit Supply Tel 01924-372748 kate@airtime.co.uk  
Hon Treasurer Bill Humphreys, 4 Gloucester Grove, Lupset  WF2 8NG  
Editor Mel Prideaux, 3 Pinfold Lane, Sandal, WF2 7LN melpx@hotmail.com 

Ned raises over £1000 for Practical Action! 

Ned took part in the 100km Nightrider bike ride around London in 

June, starting at midnight. Despite the sleep deprivation, the traffic 

and the traffic lights he and friend Dave, pictured below, finished in a 

very creditable 6 hours. Between them they hope to have raised 

around £3000 for this excellent charity which uses small scale 

technology to solve problems in the developing world. 

 


