
1 
 

THE WAKEFIELD UNITARIAN 
The Newsletter of Westgate Chapel, Wakefield 

www.ukunitarians.org.uk/wakefield/ 
 
 

 
 
 

July 2014 

 

 

  This church is sustained by 

what we are able to bring to it: 

Our time and our energy, 

Our love and our resources 

(Revd Linda Hart) 
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Gathering for Worship in July 

Sunday 6th July  10.30am  Stephen Carlile 

Sunday 13th July  3pm   Revd. Bill Darlison  

Sunday 20th July  3pm   Revd. Bob Pounder 

Sunday 27nd July  3pm   Sally Fairweather  

Tuesday 29th July 7pm   Kate Taylor 

   

Sunday Welcoming Rota 
Please arrange an exchange if you are unable to act as welcomer 

Sunday 6th July:  Bill Humphreys 

Sunday 13th July: Liz Kitson  

Sunday 20th July: Pat Howard 

Sunday 27th July: Chris Pilkington 

 

Come into this place of 

peace, and let its silence heal 

your spirit; 

Come into this place of 

memory and lets its history 

warm your soul; 

Come into this place of 

prophecy and power and let 

its vision change your heart. 

William F. Schulz 
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Chapel News and Notices 

 

The Westgate Forum meets at 10.30am on Tuesday July 1st in the Vestry.  

Michael Gove wants schools to teach children British values. But what are 

they and from whence do they derive? Come and explore the issue. 

 

The launch of Letters from the Light Brigade 7.30pm Wednesday July 2nd 

Author Anthony Dawson, Paul Dawson and other friends will read letters 

from soldiers fighting in the Crimean war. Wine and nibbles. Copies of 

the book will be on sale. 

 

From Playboy to World War One Hero 2pm on Tuesday July 22nd 

A talk by John Goodchild, marking the Festival of Archaeology, about the 

local hero Major W H Charlesworth. 

 

The July Art Walk 5-9pm on Wednesday July 30th in the Chapel 

Ilkley-based artist Louise Fletcher will be showing her paintings of the 

scenery close to where she lives, and of cows. Of the latter Louise says 

she is exploring ‘the idea of connection and belonging and is currently 

working on a series of cow portraits, striving to create a connection 

between the viewer and the animal by honouring each animal’s unique 

personality’. You must see them! 

 

Our Partnership with First Universalist Society of Wakefield, MA was 

‘acknowledged and congratulated’ at the UUA General Assembly June 

2014. Our exchanges are still limited but new ideas are always welcome! 
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Report of the Westgate Forum 3rd June 2014 from Paul Dawson 

The forum met to discuss the Rev David Usher’s Anniversary Sermon at the GA. 

What did we think of replacing Freedom, Reason and Tolerance with new ideas 

of Personal Authenticity, Religious Community and Social Agency? 

We agreed that Personal Authenticity and Freedom i.e. to be true to one’s self is 

perhaps the self-same concept. Indeed we felt that having the freedom to 

develop our own faith was not ‘lazy’ as David Usher described, but was in reality 

difficult and challenging. It is far from lazy and self-serving as Rev Usher 

postulated.  

We turned then to look at tolerance, an idea that David Usher seemed to reject, 

suggesting that we used the word tolerance to mean our own indifference to 

others’ faith. The meeting felt that tolerance was a key tenant of the 

movement, and was essential to our core and values. We felt that tolerance was 

not the indifference suggested by David Usher, but it was an active willingness 

to accept another’s view point, with the ability to respect that viewpoint even if 

on consideration we felt at odds to the view presented by another. 

Reason also came under fire in the address. We felt that reason, our ability to 

weigh and the pros and cons of an argument, to reason with one’s self on 

matters of faith, to be able to see the same concept from another’s view point, 

to us seemed integral to both Freedom and also ‘Personal Authenticity’. 

Perhaps we felt reason could be misconstrued to mean that we are nothing 

more than a gathering of philosophers and that our faith was emotionless, and 

we did not put our ideas into practice. We agreed that as Unitarians, discussion, 

thoughtfulness and a desire to learn could lead to a perceived lack of ‘vitality 

and life’ in our faith: but again those gathered felt able to use emotion in 

discussing our faith. Indeed we are not a religious community lacking in emotion 

and vitality of thought and action. It was also noted that in some matters of 

faith, reason was perhaps not the ultimate arbitrator. It was perhaps this aspect 

of reason that David Usher disliked.  

Our final point of discussion was centred on David Usher’s idea that we were 

not a religious community without social agency. It seemed obvious that we 
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were already a religious community active in Social Agency, both through our 

services on a Sunday and Tuesday evenings, as well as through talks, the Art 

Walk, open days and other activities the chapel hosts and our members attend. 

Indeed practising our faith with others, in understanding our own faith is a 

terribly important part of our community just as is helping our congregation to 

grow and our social activities. 

To conclude the meeting, it was felt that the Rev David Usher’s views did not 

reflect those of those which assembled for the discussion. We agreed that 

Freedom, Tolerance and Reason are not out dated, are easily understood, and 

are still a radical message. Imposing upon us the concept of worshiping a God 

was starkly at odds with both the old words of Freedom, Tolerance and Reason 

as much as it was with ‘Personal Authenticity, Religious Community and Social 

Action.  

 

  

From Across the Ocean… The Seven Principles of the UUA 

 

1. The inherent worth and dignity of every person; 

2. Justice, equity and compassion in human relations; 

3. Acceptance of one another and encouragement to spiritual 

growth in our congregations; 

4. A free and responsible search for truth and meaning; 

5. The right of conscience and the use of the democratic process 

within our congregations and in society at large; 

6. The goal of world community with peace, liberty, and justice 

for all; 

7. Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we 

are a part 

 

“The Principles are not dogma or doctrine, but rather a guide for 

those of us who choose to join and participate in Unitarian 

Universalist religious communities.” (Rev. Barbara Wells ten Hove) 
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In Flanders Fields, Belgium. A report of a visit by Tony Scott 

I joined a coach party of 40 people in April this year to visit some of the 

battlefields in the British sector of the 1914-1919 war. We were based in the 

town of Ypres, situated in the Flemish part of the country. It has a lovely town 

centre, dominated by the restored medieval cloth market hall, now known as 

the Flanders Field Museum.  

‘Wipers’ as the British troops referred to the town, was at the centre of many 

of the battles in the four year war. British losses alone were over 200,000. It 

was mainly trench warfare, and we were able to walk through several of the 

reconstructed trenches. Our guide blew a whistle which was the order for the 

troops to climb out of the trenches and go ‘over the top to face the enemy’s 

withering fire. 

We were told that there are 140 military cemeteries in the area, the biggest 

one is at ‘Tyne Cot’ with over 2000 burials, 70% of the graves are 

unidentified: 

‘In Flanders fields the poppies blow 
Between the crosses row on row’ 

We also saw memorials to Canadian, Australian and Indian troops who fought 

alongside the British. 

The Menin Gate memorial, built at an entrance in to Ypres, to commemorate 

the ‘Missing’, those of the British and Empire armies who died in the battles 

but had no known graves, is a large structure 80 feet high and 130 feet in 

length; 55000 names are inscribed on the walls. 

The last post ceremony at the Menin gate takes place every evening of the 

year at 8pm, and the privilege of playing the bugles is by volunteers from the 

local fire brigade. I attended the moving ceremony twice alongside 2 to 3 

hundred other spectators, amongst whom were several school children. The 

well-known words of Laurence Binyon are repeated, ending with the words, 

‘At the going down of the sun and in the morning we shall remember them’.  
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Wool Against Weapons - Protest in Pink! From Cynthia Dickinson 

Several Quaker friends and at least two people connected to Westgate 

Chapel (Pat Howard and myself) have made contributions to a rather amazing 

One-Woman idea of creating a bright pink knitted scarf that will stretch the 7 

miles from Aldermaston to Burghfield for a Peace Protest in Pink on August 

9th - a day of 'guerilla wool-fare' (www.woolagainstweapons.co.uk). The 

government will decide whether or not to renew Trident in 2016. The existing 

Trident has never been, and never will be, used. Now it's proposed to 

construct a replacement that never will be used, but will cost the country at 

least £80 billion. 

I am not a knitter.  In fact I am the only woman I know who never knitted so 

much as a blanket square for her first born, or second 

come to that. But I do like the idea of 

creating something so easy, so 

visible, so bright, so cheerful and 

so unusual with such a wonderful 

message that I bought a large 

pack of pink wool and pair of 

knitting needles then got to work. 

I had to ask my daughter to do the 

casting on, I hadn't a clue, but once I got going I plodded along slowly and 

steadily to the amusement of my family. 

I had enough wool to get others involved - my daughter rattled off two 

metres in no time and at least two friends have completed and posted their 

contributions. 

There could possibly be time for you to join the Pink Protest or, if you don't 

knit, you could sign the People not Trident petition. And in case you are 

wondering what will happen to all this knitting - the stitched-together 

sections will be separated then assembled into large warm pink blankets for 

people in need - the homeless, the destitute and refugees. 

http://www.woolagainstweapons.co.uk/
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The Chapel Pastoral Care Team 

Members of the Chapel's pastoral team are willing to provide a confidential 
ear and to visit people at home. Contact Kate Taylor (kate@airtime.co.uk). 

 

The Engagement Group 
The group chooses a location and theme for each meeting, engaging with 
one another following engagement group principles. The group has been 
dormant for a while, so if you are interested please get in touch. Contact 
Steve (boudicca7@talktalk.net) or Mel at Chapel. 
 

Safeguarding 
Our Safeguarding Policy is available in the Chapel Vestry, and the summary 
statement and poster on display on the entrance noticeboard. If you have 
any concerns about the safety of our children and vulnerable adults please 
contact the safeguarding office (Mel Prideaux) immediately. All contact 
information and procedures are in the policy document. 
 

Fire Evacuation Procedure 
A chapel fire procedure is available on the noticeboard. Fire Officer is Paul 
Dawson, who can be contacted at Chapel with any queries or concerns. 

 
 

Westgate Chapel was opened in 1752. Its congregation was 
established in 1662 and became Unitarian in view in the eighteenth 
century. It has taken a leading part in the economic, social, 
educational, political - and spiritual - development of Wakefield and 
its vicinity. 

Officers of the Chapel Committee: 
Chairman: John Goodchild, 12 Shakespeare Avenue, Normanton, WF6 1EA  
Hon Secretary and Pulpit Supply: Kate Taylor, 19 Pinder’s Grove, Wakefield, 
WF1 4AH, 01924 372748 kate@airtime.co.uk  
Hon Treasurer: Bill Humphreys, 4 Gloucester Grove, Lupset  WF2 8NG  
Newsletter Editor and Safeguarding Officer: Mel Prideaux, 3 Pinfold Lane, 
Sandal, WF2 7LN, 01924 781020 melanieprideaux@virginmedia.com 

mailto:kate@airtime.co.uk

