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   Services at Westgate

The worship leaders in March will be as follows:

Sunday 6th March - Stephen Carlile (Mothering Sunday)

Sunday 13th March - The Reverend Bill Darlison

Sunday 20th March - Jim Timiney(Palm Sunday)

Sunday 27th March - John Goodchild(Easter Day)

All the services will  start at 3pm. Can you please note that services will be

preceded by choir practice at 2pm.

Our thanks as always to our welcomers.  It's so important to have someone

there to greet members, friends and visitors, and the contribution is not

unnoticed.

If anyone has information to be mentioned in the  Chapel notices

each Sunday could you please send them  to the General Secretary, Chris

Pilkington, no later than the day before.

THE SPOKEN WORD

          I became interested in Speech as a seven year old when we were asked 

to take a little mirror to school to notice the positions of our lips, teeth and 

tongue as we spoke.

          Then before the War I had earache. There were no anti-biotics and the 

ear operation left me a little deaf, BUT NOT VERY DEAF.

           Now I attend the Chapel and hardly hear a word, which leads me to 

suggest that some of us should attend the Pontefract Music Festival, which will 

take place on April 22nd,23rd, 29th and 30th.



Pontefract Music Festival is in its 112th year and it is nationally respected , with 

adjudicators of international standing. Its aim is to encourage children and 

adults of the locality and surrounding districts to develop a whole range of 

performance skills.  

          It is too late to enter the competition this year but there are classes for 

Verse Speaking and Bible Reading and also a class for a Non-Christian 

religious reading from a holy book using an English translation.

          By attending as visitors we could study the performance of the 

participants and listen to the adjudicators' comments.

         Musicians have a full programme too and there is a grand concert on the 

final day. Do look at the prospectus on the internet.

http://www.pontfest.org.uk/index.html

Pat Howard

We seem to have a lot of focus on weddings at the minute.  Lyn and Michelle 

have been working hard to produce a new wedding leaflet to be distributed at 

the wedding fayre.  I was asked along to discuss weddings from a Unitarian 

perspective at the interfaith group.    It was very interesting to hear the various 

views, our being in the whole shared with the pagans and the Quakers.  

Though I didn't have a 'script' these were the notes I took along to make sure I 

covered the bases.

Unitarian Marriage

I come from Westgate Chapel, just by the old railways station. It was built to 

house the congregation who moved there in 1752, so it's a beautiful Georgian 

box of a building that's been trying to serve the people of Wakefield for a while 

now.

Unitarians were part of the faith community who were pushing for same sex 

marriage so it won't come as a surprise to find that we offer to perform marriage

ceremonies, within the law, to whoever need them regardless of race, belief or 

sexuality. In the past we have had blessings following civil partnerships, and are



now happy to provide wedding services for same sex couples. We likewise 

provide services for people who have been married previously.

For Unitarians we find it important to respect people as they are, and we do 

what we can to provide a service that will be meaningful for them. We don't do 

standard, and we don't have a standard text. Each service is crafted with the 

individuals involved at the centre of the ceremony. Their individual beliefs are 

respected and incorporated into a service that will mean everything to the 

couple at the heart of that day. If hymns and prayers are meaningful then they 

will be used, however we don't insist on any beliefs in particular.  I  think we've 

all seen the couples who haven't been in a church since their baptism who 

suddenly decide that they want the church and flowers and bridesmaids and 

vows . For us that's not a problem, but we would try to craft a service that 

meant their vows were more meaningful because they would be vows they 

believed in rather than in the name of a God they didn't. Likewise, if we have a 

couple coming from two faiths we may try to weave traditions from both in the 

service.

Our services may be accompanied by our Baroque organ, built here in 

Wakefield, or would equally be accompanied by contemporary music on CD or 

even a band or solo musician, almost anything goes to make a Westgate 

wedding one with real meaning, likewise, candles, projected images, whatever 

is needed to bring a real sense of meaning and importance to one of the most 

important days in a couples

life.

Westgate certainly provides a

beautiful backdrop, but that's

not what's important to us, a

crafted service with real

meaning that will last a lifetime

is what counts.

Stephen





 I know that when I came to Westgate I knew it was a fairly liberal place...after

a few months my ideas were challenged as to what liberal meant.  In place of 

judgement there was love, in place of condemnation there was actually apathy, 

but in a good way.  That which was an issue to other churches was not even 

scratching the surface of care at Westgate.  I found that out through attendance

and understanding.  Recent events though showed that the message is simply 

not getting out to the wider public.  We are, in places, thought of in the same 

way as any other church.  To counter this we have made posters for the 

wayside pulpit bearing the rainbow flag, and emphasising we are there for 

people regardless of race, gender or sexuality.  Our wider denomination hit the 

headlines recently for providing baptism for trans people, celebrating their 

transition into their new role.  I suspect at Westgate we wouldn't have flinched 

at the idea in all my time at the chapel.  

So we haven't become a gay friendly church...we

always were.  We haven't relaxed our stance on 

trans people, we always were cool with it.  The 

only difference is that we need to reach out and 

tell these people we have always been there for 

them, simply because the message isn't as 

effective as it should have always been.  If you know of an excellent place for a 

poster please take one!

Yorkshire Unitarian Union Meeting - Saturday 19th March

The March meeting of the YUU will take place at our Chapel in York on 

Saturday 19th March. The agenda for the day has yet to be circulated but it will 

probably start at 11am with a lay preachers meeting followed by lunch and then 

the business meeting. The GA Treasurer, Peter Hanley, is due to speak at the 

event. All Unitarians are welcome to attend the event although only delegates 

from member congregations may vote.

regards

Chris



Congregational Development Day - Saturday 5th March

The Chapel Committee has taken up an offer from the Reverend Andy Pakula 

from the New Unity congregation in London (one of the fastest growing 

congregations in the Unitarian movement) to work with congregations on 

development and growth in return for a charitable donation. As a result he and 

his colleague Sarah Dawrant will be visiting us on Saturday 5th March from 

11.am to 4.30pm for the first of two consulting sessions (the date of the second 

has yet to be set).

Please do put the event in your diary and attend. We attend to provide a bring 

and share on the day so if you are coming please do bring something to eat 

and drink. 

As mentioned we will be making a donation of c.£500 to cover the cost of the 

work Andy and Sarah will be doing with us so any contributions to that would be

appreciated. Please contact the Treasurer, Sally Fairweather, at 

mad_sally@hotmail.co.uk or on 01924-372263 if uou are in a position to make 

a donation.

Ahead of 5th March you should all have received a copy of a questionnaire 

which we are invited to fill in and return to Andy Pakula at the address shown 

on it. 

If you have any questions regarding the Congregational Development Day then 

please contact the Secretary, Chris Pilkington, on 01226 700260 or at

chris.pilkington@phonecoop.coop.



The Engagement Group The group chooses a location and theme for each 

meeting, engaging with one another following engagement group principles. 

The group has been dormant for a while, so if you are interested please get in 

touch. Contact Steve (boudicca7@talktalk.net) or Mel at Chapel.  

 Our Safeguarding Policy is available in the Chapel Vestry, and the summary 

statement and poster on display on the entrance notice board. If you have any 

concerns about the safety of our children and vulnerable adults please 

contact the safeguarding office (Mel Prideaux) immediately. All contact 

information and procedures are in the policy document.   

Fire Evacuation Safeguarding Procedure A chapel fire procedure is available

on the notice board. Fire Officer is Paul Dawson, who can be contacted at 

Chapel with any queries or concerns.    

Westgate Chapel was opened in 1752. Its congregation was established in

1662 and became Unitarian in view in the eighteenth century. It has taken 

a leading part in the economic, social, educational, political - and spiritual

- development of Wakefield and its vicinity.  

Temporary Editor, Stephen Carlile, 182 Wakefield Road Pontefract WF8 4HE. 

07951063828. boudicca7@talktalk.net  Any copy for the next edition gratefully 

received.


