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   Services at Westgate

The worship leaders in May will be as follows:

Sunday 1st May - Stephen Carlile

Sunday 8th May - Stephanie Bisby

Sunday 15th May - Alisdair Scott

Sunday 22nd May - Chris Pilkington

Sunday 29th May - Rosemary Frances Lloyd

All the services will  start at 3pm. Can you please note that services will be preceded by choir practice

at 2pm.

Our thanks as always to our welcomers.  It's so important to have someone there to greet members,

friends and visitors, and the contribution is not unnoticed.

If anyone has information to be mentioned in the  Chapel notices

each Sunday could you please send them  to the General Secretary, Chris Pilkington, no later than

the day before.

The May Artwalk

Sharon Harrison is a sculptor working with recycled, and pre-used materials. These can include paper,

wire, and found materials.

She is constantly influenced by her surroundings and is passionate about wildlife, much of her work 

being inspired by the natural world. 

Saddened by the effects of waste, and pollution on our beautiful planet, she strives to use materials 

that express her philosophy. Her artworks are created using materials which are easily available, and 

the form of the completed sculptures is largely dictated by what is available to her at any one time.

Wedding wishes

Our warmest wishes to Lyn and Michelle as they celebrate their wedding this month



An Uplifting Time: GA Annual Meetings 2016

I was privileged to attend the GA Annual Meetings this year as the voting delegate from Westgate 

Chapel, Wakefield, and I thank you for the partial subsidy towards the cost of attending.

For the second year in a row the meetings were held at the Hilton Metropole Hotel at the National 

Exhibition Centre, just east of Birmingham. This might sound like a posh venue, and I suppose it is, 

but the financial package offered to the General Assembly must have been attractive enough for us to 

try it out as a venue in 2015, and it proved so successful that here we were again in 2016. It actually 

works out cheaper than the realistic alternative of a university campus, and the facilities are so much 

better. And the location is central (for England at any rate – anywhere is going to be a long way from 

Aberdeen!), with excellent transport links. So we were not really surprised to be told that we have 

been booked in again for a third year in 2017. The only downside to the venue was the bar prices - £5 

for a pint of (rather too cold) keg beer!

With 360 people attending, as well as those who just came for one afternoon, these Meetings were 

very well attended. For me it is always a source of great spiritual uplift to be together with so many 

Unitarians in the same place at the same time. Many of them were people I have known for a long 

time, but see only rarely (after all, I have been a Unitarian now for 50 years, and active at national 

level for most of that time, so I have many long-standing friends in the denomination); but equally 

there were new friends whom I met for the first time this year. That’s partly what makes the Annual 

Meetings so special and exciting.

The quality of the outside speakers was exceptional

this year. We started with the Very Rev Dr Peter

Francis, warden of Gladstone’s Library at Hawarden

(and former Dean of Glasgow Cathedral), who used the

vehicle of the John Relly Beard Lecture to give us a

fascinating talk on the way faith and religion are

portrayed in film. The following day the Keynote

Speaker was Tehmina Kazi, director of British Muslims

for Secular Democracy, who gave a moving and

thought-provoking account of how the government’s

Prevent Violent Extremism Agenda has achieved a lot

despite scepticism from some quarters. A third outside

speaker was Dr Mark Fox, whose talk to the Unitarian

Psychical Society gave us fresh insights into religious

and spiritual experiences and their power to bring

hope, comfort and fresh spiritual direction. But for me

the highlight was a fascinating talk by Ruth Gledhill,

formerly Religious Affairs Correspondent at The Times.

Well done to the Inquirer Board for getting her to speak



to us. There were other outside speakers too, whom I didn’t get to hear; that’s another exciting thing 

about the Annual Meetings – there is always more going on that an individual is capable of fitting in!Of

course, there was the usual business to attend to. We duly heard reports from the various committees

and working groups about their activities; we approved the accounts; we passed worthy motions about

privacy, the refugee crisis, and climate change; and we approved in principle the conversion of the 

General Assembly into a Charitable Incorporated Organisation. We welcomed two new ministers, and 

honoured those who had died or retired. Rev John Clifford reached the end of his Presidential year, 

and Dorothy Hewerdine was duly installed as our new President. And most of the affiliated societies 

and other fringe groups held their own meetings too. I was involved in the Unitarian Association for 

Lay Ministry meeting which concentrated on same-sex marriage, and I was very pleased to see that 

Rev Tony McNeile is making sterling efforts to revive the Unitarian Earth Spirit Network.

Then there was the worship. Not just the 7.30 a.m. early morning services (I missed those this year, 

preferring the swimming pool), and the opening devotions before each main business session, but 

also the jewel in the crown, the Anniversary Service. A wonderfully well crafted service, led by Rev 

Winnie Gordon, with an imaginative story acted out by a dozen or more children under the direction of 

Rev Jean Bradley, choral and instrumental offerings led by David Dawson (I was in the choir, of 

course!), and an excellent sermon by Rev Alex Bradley. There is nothing like sharing worship with 350

other Unitarians; the full-throated hymn singing was truly memorable.

And the exhibition hall with stands from all sorts of groups; and the bookstall (where I spent the money

I saved by not going to the expensive bar!); and the group photo; and the social evening, with a very 

loud Motown band that people said was excellent (not my style though); and the daily GA Zette, edited

by Mattie Pugh and George King; and the excellent food (they even had Marmite at breakfast!); and 

the sheer pleasure of being together with so many people of like minds. I really do treasure the Annual

Meetings, and these this year were up there with the best.

David Arthur

Flagg Barn

Josh and I were kindly invited along by Andrew, leader of
the Scarborough congregation  to  spend a  weekend at
Flagg in Derbyshire in a place owned by the Foy Society.
http://www.flaggbarn.org.uk/
All attendees brought their caravans and stayed in the field, while Josh, David and I made use of the
dormitories,  but  due  to  the  bad weather  everyone came together  for  games and chatting  in  the
downstairs area.  Overall an interesting weekend! 
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