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Westgate Chapel was opened in 1752.  
Its congregation was established in 1662 
and became Unitarian in view in the 
eighteenth century.  
It has taken a leading part in the 
economic, social, educational, political - 
and spiritual - development of Wakefield 
and its vicinity. 

Blessed are the dwellers on earth, for they cherish 

the privilege of living upon it. 

Blessed are they who protect the earth and all her 

creatures, from the plants of the field to the trees of 

the forest, for their reward shall be harmony with 

the web of existence. 

Rejoice and be glad, for the earth and her people are 

one. 

by Richard S. Gilbert 
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Sunday Services in November  
All services this month are at 3pm 
 
4th November: Chapel Anniversary Lis Dyson-Jones, President of 

the General Assembly of Unitarian and Free 

Christian Churches.    

11th  November: Remembrance Sunday Kate Taylor     

18th November: Jef Jones  Lay Person in Charge, Brighton (followed 

by faith tea and Annual Meeting of the 

Congregation) 

25 November : Bill Darlison 

 
Welcoming Rota 
Welcomers have an important role in ensuring everyone, members and 
visitors alike, feel welcome and included in our services. Do remember 
to arrange a swap if you are unable to make your rota day. 
4th November: John Goodchild  

11th  November: Ralph Denby 

18th November: Mel Prideaux 

25 November : Nancy Denison 

 
Flowers 
Flowers are provided by Nancy Denison. If you can offer to provide, 
arrange, or pay for the flowers in any week please do let her know!  
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Chapel News, from the Secretary – Kate Taylor 

The Annual Meeting of the Congregation – Sunday 18 November 

The Annual Meeting will follow the service and faith tea on 18 

November. This is your opportunity to take office or join the 

committee. A sheet for nominations will be available at the back of the 

Chapel from Sunday 28 October .  

Motion for the 2013 General Assembly on Assisted Suicide 

We have been asked whether the name of Westgate Chapel, 

Wakefield, can be added to those supporting the motion from Fulwood 

Old Chapel that Assisted Suicide should be available for terminally ill 

people.  Chapel Committee has felt that this is a matter for the Annual 

meeting so that all Chapel members can be involved in the decision. Be 

there! 

Chapel Committee meets on Tuesday 13 November at 7pm  in the 

Vestry 

The November Art Walk – Wednesday 28 November 5pm – 7pm and 

Thursday 29 November 11am to 3pm  

This month’s exhibition is of tapestries and other large-scale items 

created by people attending some of Wakefield’s community centres. 

Kate has promised that the Chapel will be open on Thursday, as well as 

on Wednesday evening, so that some of the people with disabilities 

can be brought to see the exhibition via the Access Bus. Offers of help 

to staff the Chapel received with gratitude! Please let Kate know if you 

can assist. 
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Famous Poet at Westgate Chapel! 

On Friday 28th September we played host for a reading and book 

signing by Simon Armitage. We were hugely excited to be the venue 

for this Wakefield Literature Festival event, for which we had 200 

people in the Chapel! Simon can be seen below signing copies of his 

book in the front pew at Chapel (photo courtesy of Kate Taylor). 

 

 

Wakefield Speaks 

Do you want to have your say on issues that affect you? 
Would you like the opportunity to hear what the Leader of the Council and 
the Chief Executive has to say about the coming year and the challenges we 
face? 
Would you like the chance to talk to representatives from Police, Housing 
and the NHS? 
If so, come along on Tuesday 20 November to Wakefield Town Hall from 
1pm –4pm for the opportunity to have your say in an exciting and 
interactive way. Further details will be available in the coming week. Please 
get in touch if you would like to be part of this event as places are limited! 
To book your place, please call 01924 305734 or e-mail 
lsp@wakefieldlsp.org.uk 

mailto:lsp@wakefieldlsp.org.uk
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Anxieties for, or about, the Police – The October Westgate Forum 

Report by Kate Taylor 

We were agreed that the police force is absolutely necessary. The very 

existence of a civilised society depends on them. We accepted that 

theirs can be a very nasty job, and that they are always vulnerable. We 

had the very recent deaths of two women police officers in Manchester 

in our minds.  

But we were dissatisfied with the way things are, or seemed to us to 

be. We focused on the coming elections for Police Commissioners. 

Would people bother to vote? Was this any more than a crazy change 

dreamed up by David Cameron, with some airy notion of ‘giving power 

to the people’? To whom would these Commissioners, with their 

salaries of £100,000 a year really be responsible. Would the choice of 

Commissioner almost inevitably be a political one? 

The police had been much in the news. We spoke of the apparent 

cover-up of their mistakes at Hillsborough. We then spoke of the 

failures of both the police and social services to respond to the 

complaints of young girls in Rochdale and Rotherham that they were 

the victims of sex-gangs. Were the police reluctant to pursue 

Moslems? Or did they dismiss at-risk girls as cheap and worthless?  

We talked about thuggish behaviour, the death of the newspaper-

seller, Ian Tomlinson, and the very recent death of a young man beaten 

up whilst in police custody. We wondered whether young men with a 

love of bullying were actually drawn to the police as a profession. And 

did the use of massed police for crowd control actually create tension 

and prompt rioting? There seemed to be some logic in organisations 

such as football clubs being required to pay for the services of the 
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police at their matches. But then we rather giggled at the idea of 

competitive tendering and of a force from, say, the south-west coming 

to a northern match because it was cheaper.  

Should there be a stiffer selection process, better training, a clearer 

and more detailed job description? 

We wondered whether today’s police officers are of a poorer calibre 

than those of our youth. Are they less intelligent? Lazier? Readier to be 

corrupted?  Some seemed ready to sell information to the press.  But 

we also recognised that the great majority (whom we never hear 

about) do a good job and that we should respect them. 

We were clear that we did not want them, under routine 

circumstances, to carry any weapons beyond a taser. If they were 

armed, we thought, the use of guns amongst the criminal classes 

would simply increase; there would be more violence.  

There is comfort, we felt, in being near a policeman. Even, we thought, 

the police force should be a special case and be spared the cuts 

affecting other public services.  

 

  
The next Westgate Forum: 

Tuesday 6 November, 10.30am. 

What is the 'Unitarian attitude of mind'? 

Come along and share your thoughts!! 



7 
 

Some hugely enjoyable services in October... 

Included our harvest festival, at which £40 was collected for produce 

and we agreed to donate it to CAP, who help the destitute in 

Wakefield. Anthony Dawson lead a teddy bear service – something 

we’ve enjoyed a couple of times in the past. Below a photo of John 

with his bear, (with thanks to Kate). 

 

 

 
Groan along with Kate Taylor! 
A little silver-haired lady calls her neighbour and says, "Please come over here 
and help me. I have a killer jigsaw puzzle, and I can't figure out how to get 
started."  Her neighbour asks, "What is it supposed to be when it's finished?" 
The little silver haired lady says, "According to the picture on the box, 
it's a cockerel." Her neighbour decides to go over and help with the puzzle.  
She lets him in and shows him where she has the puzzle spread all over the 
table. He studies the pieces for a moment, then looks at the box, then turns to 
her and says, "First of all, no matter what we do, we're not going to be able to 
assemble these pieces into anything resembling a cockerel."  
He takes her hand and says, "Secondly, I want you to relax. Let's have a 
nice cup of tea, and then," he said with a deep sigh, "Let's put all the Corn Flakes 
back in the box." 
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The Chapel Pastoral Care Team 

Members of the Chapel's new pastoral team are willing individually to 

provide a confidential ear if anyone feels the need of this. They are also 

happy to visit people at home. Contact Kate Taylor (kate@airtime.co.uk). 

 

The Engagement Group 

An 'Engagement Group' consisting of Unitarians and non-Unitarians, is 

organised by Mel and Steve. The group chooses a different location and 

theme for each meeting, actively engaging with one another following 

engagement group principles. We explore and discuss spiritual themes, and 

the beliefs and attitudes which shape our lives. The group has been 

dormant for a while, so if you are interested please do get in touch. 

Newcomers are welcome, and should contact Steve 

(boudicca7@talktalk.net) or Mel (melpx@hotmail.com). 

 

Safeguarding 

The Chapel Committee recently approved a new policy on how we will deal 

with concerns about, or allegations of, abuse of children and vulnerable 

adults. The policy needs some additional work, and processes and 

documentation need to be put in place. Mel will be attending training this 

month which will, we hope, allow for further improvements to be made. 

While developments continue please contact the Safeguarding Officer, Mel 

Prideaux (01924 781020 or by email) with concerns and/or questions. 

Officers of the Chapel Committee: 
Chairman John Goodchild, 12 Shakespeare Avenue, Normanton, WF6 1EA  
Hon Secretary Kate Taylor, 19 Pinder’s Grove, Wakefield, WF1 4AH  
Pulpit Supply Tel 01924-372748 kate@airtime.co.uk  
Hon Treasurer Bill Humphreys, 4 Gloucester Grove, Lupset  WF2 8NG  
Editor Mel Prideaux, 3 Pinfold Lane, Sandal, WF2 7LN melpx@hotmail.com 

mailto:kate@airtime.co.uk

