
 

The Chapel Pastoral Care Team  

Members of the Chapel's pastoral team are willing to provide a 

confidential ear and to visit people at home. Contact Kate 

Taylor (kate@airtime.co.uk).   

The Engagement Group The group chooses a location and theme for each 

meeting, engaging with one another following engagement group principles. 

The group has been dormant for a while, so if you are interested please get in 

touch. Contact Steve (boudicca7@talktalk.net) or Mel at Chapel.   

Our Safeguarding Policy is available in the Chapel Vestry, and the summary 

statement and poster on display on the entrance notice board. If you have any 

concerns about the safety of our children and vulnerable adults please contact 

the safeguarding office (Mel Prideaux) immediately. All contact information and 

procedures are in the policy document.   

Fire Evacuation Safeguarding Procedure A chapel fire procedure is available 

on the notice board. Fire Officer is Paul Dawson, who can be contacted at 

Chapel with any queries or concerns.    

Westgate Chapel was opened in 1752. Its congregation was established in 

1662 and became Unitarian in view in the eighteenth century. It has taken 

a leading part in the economic, social, educational, political - and spiritual 

- development of Wakefield and its vicinity.  

Temporary Editor, Stephen Carlile, 182 Wakefield Road Pontefract WF8 4HE. 

07951063828. boudicca7@talktalk.net 

Any copy for the next edition gratefully received. 
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While you are proclaiming peace with your lips, be careful to have it 
even more fully in your heart. 

Francis of Assisi 

 

 

 



Services at Westgate 

All services are at 3pm 

2 November       Marion Baker              (Chapel anniversary) 

9 November       The Reverend Bill Darlison 

16 November     Paul Dawson 

23 November     The Reverend Jo James 

30 November     Sally Fairweather (Followed by the Annual Meeting) 

Tuesday 25 November 7pm   Paul Dawson   on Genesis 

 

Our thanks to all those members who help out with welcoming 

people to the chapel before service, and who help with 

refreshments afterwards. 

 

The Westgate Forum Tuesday 4 November 10.30am  

The topic announced for the cancelled October meeting will be 

explored this month: What are the greatest threats to our way of life 

and how best can they be countered? 

The Chapel Committee meets in the Vestry at 7pm on Tuesday 

11 November 

The November Art Walk   Wednesday 26 November 5pm – 9pm 

Our exhibitor this month is Jan Millington. As always Kate and Paul 

would be grateful for volunteers to help to staff the event. 



Not many of us have ministers, and even those with ministers need 

occasional cover and YULPA also publishes lists with local 

preachers on to help with pulpit supply. 

Our next session in York will focus on funerals, and rather than 

being a teaching session were we will be told how to have a perfect 

funeral it will involve lead discussion where people can tell of their 

experiences, and through good and bad examples we can learn 

together. Anyone involved in local ministry will be more than 

welcome to attend. 

 



He can be contacted at dcdawson3@hotmail.com or by post at 9 

Olicana Park, Ilkley. LS29 0AW 

Local Man Receives Big Badge 

 

At the last Meeting of the Yorkshire Unitarian Lay Preachers 

Association I was handed a very big necklace with a fairly short 

chain. It's a big decoration, but of course it symbolises the 

Presidency of the YULPA, and after five years Jim Timiney decided 

he would like to stand down and I decided to step up as it were.  So 

who are we, and what do we do? We generally meet on the morning 

of the YUU (Yorkshire Unitarian Union) for around an hour and have 

a session of learning and discussion on a range of topics.  For the 

late one Kate gave us some insight of the work involved with setting 

up the Interfaith Peace Service. Preachers from other chapels 

discussed their own experiences and through a mixture of 

teaching/sharing/learning we hope to improve the standard of local 

preaching as well as building bonds between our churches. 

 



The Annual Meeting Sunday 30 November. 

The annual meeting will be preceded by a faith tea.  Nominations for 

officers and members of the Chapel committee can be made on the 

form which will be provided at the back of the Chapel on Sunday 9th 

November and which will remain there until the meeting itself.  John 

Goodchild has indicated that he wishes to stand down as our 

president and Bill Humphreys has asked to be relieved of the 

position of treasurer. They have both given great service. Do please 

consider what you can do to further the work of the congregation.  

The Induction of the Reverend Jo James Mill Hill Chapel 8 

November at 2pm, chapel members and friends are invited along 

to welcome Jo to our Yorkshire family. 

 

Jo James (5th along) is seen here with colleagues, including, on the 

left, Katie McKenna, who joined us in October to lead worship. 



A Bishop, a Jew and a Mormon walk into a Unitarian Church...... 

Would be a start to a fairly tedious joke, but on Sunday 19th 

October the Unitarians were marking a day of peace. Westgate 

added their own twist by holding their second interfaith gathering, 

and these three were joined by The Deputy Mayor of Wakefield, the 

Bramah Kumaris, Methodists, Quakers, Roman Catholics, Pagans 

and Sikhs with finishing words from our own Chris Pilkington. 

Kate worked hard, networking and bringing together the separate 

groups into the one service. We discussed all the work that goes 

into such an event at the Local Preachers part of the YUU. For such 

a group to come together they have to feel safe, able to bring what 

they have without fear of competition or challenge, and this worked 

wonderfully. 

   

Josh and Lauren                         Bishop Tony Robinson 

 



The service was led by our own Cynthia Dickinson, who is also 

Secretary of the Wakefield Interfaith Group. We started with the 

lighting of the World Peace Flame and shared sentences, followed 

by words from the Deputy Mayor, Cllr June Cliffe. As the service 

progressed, speakers representing each aspect came forward and 

spoke from their group’s perspective in a safe and respectful space. 

We even had our own version of the Peace, where we went to say 

hello to folk we didn't know. 

One break in the service gave an opportunity for two home grown 

stars to shine. Lauren and Josh were given carte blanche when it 

came to music provision and a number of choices were gone 

through!!! In the end they chose a piece that allowed them to use all 

their strengths, playing music and singing. Though they didn't have 

a mic they managed to fill the huge chapel!  We also relied on Paul's 

playing at other parts of the service. Finally people wrote messages 

on peace doves and these were hung from the tree at the front of 

church.  White poppies and peace candles were available for people 

to take afterwards. 

Following the service refreshments were available and people freely 

mixed and chatted. A really successful event where people of all 

faith and none could come together! 

200 Years of Unitarian Witness in Yorkshire 

To mark next year’s anniversary of the YUU its predecessor, David 

Dawson is putting together a book which will outline the history of 

Unitarian witness in Yorkshire, include photographs of the present 

chapels, and contain short prayer or meditations written by 

ourselves. Do please try to write something specially for this or, 

alternatively, let David have something you have written in the past.    


