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                         Services at Westgate 

Sunday 4th October (10.30am - Harvest Festival) - Stephen Carlile 

Sunday 11th October (3pm) - The Reverend Bill Darlison 

Sunday 18th October (3pm - Interfaith Service) - Cynthia Dickinson 

Sunday 25th October (3pm) - Jim Timiney 

Tuesday 27th October (7pm) - Paul Dawson 

 

Our thanks as always to our welcomers.  It's so important to have 

someone there to greet members, friends and visitors, and the 

contribution is not unnoticed. 

If anyone has information to be mentioned in the Chapel notices 

each Sunday could you please send them to the General Secretary, 

Chris Pilkington, no later than the day before? 

Our Harvest Celebration 

 

Though it's traditional to fill the table with fruit and veg at Harvest time 

we wondered this year if, instead of people spending money on 

perishables it might be better to buy a pair of socks, or other goods that 

could be offered to a local homeless charity, or offered to the Calais 

run.  If people do have home grown fruit or veg then this can be used 

to make a display in the traditional way. 

Our service will be at 10-30, so come, ye thankful people, come.  For 

many months now Gillian and Ali have very kindly brought sandwiches 

along, perhaps we could all muck in and share a harvest meal 

together. 

Helping the refugees 

Our retiring collections have raised £123.46 for the refugees and the 

URC in Wakefield and Dewsbury are holding two coffee mornings and 
having retiring collections for our own Unitarian charity, The Clara 
Barton Fund.                                                                           Sally 



Kate Taylor 
obituary  

Kate Taylor was the 

member of the Unitarians’ 

penal affairs panel, working 

to improve prison education 

 By John Midgley 

My friend Kate Taylor, who has died aged 86, was a teacher and 
lecturer with a passion for the history of Wakefield, her home city, and 
especially its architectural heritage. 

Kate was one of three daughters of George Taylor, a manager for the 
national grid, and his wife, Dora. She won prizes at the local girls’ high 
school and went on to study English at St Anne’s College, Oxford. 

During her vacations she worked as a freelance for the Yorkshire Post, 
interviewing Kingsley Amis, Iris Murdoch and John Braine. She 
graduated, but pregnancy forced her home, “irretrievably alienated 
from the baby’s father”, as she put it. Defying parental and social 
pressures she struggled through the 1960s and 70s as a single parent. 
She became a teacher, first in secondary schools and then at teacher 
training colleges in Leeds and Barnsley. In 1978 she became vice-
principal at the new Barnsley Sixth Form College. Later she worked for 
the Open University, lecturing to inmates in the high-security HMP 
Wakefield. She was an effective teacher, but journalism constantly 
beckoned. 

During European Architectural Heritage Year (1975), Kate was press 
officer for Wakefield Heritage Committee, formed to organise local 
celebrations, for which she wrote a series of articles on church 
buildings. Nationally she worked for the Unitarians as a press officer 

and was a frequent contributor to their newspaper, the Inquirer. She 
was a member of the Unitarians’ penal affairs panel, working to 
improve prison education and on issues affecting women in 
prison. 

http://www.theguardian.com/books/1995/oct/23/fiction.kingsleyamis
http://www.theguardian.com/culture/heritage


Kate worked as an author and editor on many publications about 
Wakefield, including More Foul Deeds and Suspicious Deaths in 
Wakefield (2003), The Making of Wakefield (2008), and two volumes of 
Wakefield District Heritage. In 2005 her frank autobiography, Not So 
Merry Wakefield, was published documenting, among other things, her 
difficulties as a single parent. As a result of her final book, Wakefield 
Diocese: Celebrating 125 Years (2012), she was made a lay canon of 
Wakefield Cathedral. 

As chairperson, secretary-treasurer and fundraiser for Friends of the 
Chantry on Wakefield Bridge, she produced a booklet telling its story. 
She was president of the Wakefield Historical Society, and became 
editor of its journal, supporting campaigns to retain significant 
buildings. She was president of Wakefield Civic Society and a member 
of the group of Wakefield Historical Publications and of the Gissing 
Trust, which runs a small museum. 

After her funeral it emerged that Kate’s name had appeared in the 
Queen’s birthday honours list for 2015, with an appointment as MBE 
for services to heritage and to the community in Wakefield. The honour 
was received on her behalf by her son, Simon, who survives her along 
with a sister, Enid, and a grandson, Barnaby. 

Congregation's Annual Meeting 

The Annual Meeting of the Congregation will take place after the 
service on Sunday 15th November.  Stephen will lead the service on 
the day and it will draw on hymns and readings suggested by the 
congregation.  Please submit any favourite prayers, chalice lightings or 
reading to him in printed form or at boudicca7@talktalk.net. 

KEYS TO CHAPEL 
The Chapel Committee is currently trying to establish who has keys to 
the Chapel and if so to what parts of the building. If you do have keys 
and have not already let the Secretary know then please could you 
contact Chris on 01226 700260 or at 
chris.pilkington@phonecoop.coop. 
 
Regards,   Chris 

http://www.amazon.co.uk/More-Deeds-Suspicious-Deaths-Wakefield/dp/1903425484
http://www.amazon.co.uk/More-Deeds-Suspicious-Deaths-Wakefield/dp/1903425484
http://www.hepworthwakefield.org/shop/books-and-publications/020140/dnr-the-making-of-wakefield
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Wakefield-District-Heritage-K-Taylor/dp/B0010ZCW1Y
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Not-Merry-Wakefield-Kate-Taylor/dp/1903425727
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Not-Merry-Wakefield-Kate-Taylor/dp/1903425727
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Wakefield-Diocese-Celebrating-125-years/dp/1848252536
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Wakefield-Diocese-Celebrating-125-years/dp/1848252536


Experience of chapel- to follow up from Lynn by Paul 
 

Having attended services at Westgate for 
over a decade, if not longer, I am really 
buoyed up by new members and the 
positive energy in the place now. I first 
came to the chapel to attend Wakefield 
Historical Society lectures in the mid 
1990's, so my first experience of the place 
was as a visitor to a service and not as a 
worshiper. Having been to Mill hill, 
Bradford, as well as St Giles Pontefract, 
these congregations have a more active 
social element and offer more, Bradford 
with its Food for Thought, and Mill Hill with 

its meal. It would be good to generate these kind of activities at 
Westgate. Perhaps also to look again at the Meditation group that used 
to meet when Mel was in charge. I think we could also actively look at 
different forms of service, worshiping in the round for example- is the 
vestry ideal for this? perhaps not. Could we use the space under the 
gallery in a better manner? possibly. We could, if congregation and 
trustees see merit in the idea, take the pews out under the gallery, and 
screen off this portion from the chapel body with glazing, with integral 
doors. The glazing could be smoked and etched with inspiring words 
and quotes from us the congregation and from other great Unitarians. 
This new space could then be used for worshiping in the round, 
meditational and Taize style services and further it allows for a larger 
gathering area before and after services. For talks and other events 
like the art walk, the literature festival etc it would give us valuable 
space for drinks & sundries before and after the event. I think such a 
space would be a positive step forward for the congregation and what 
we can do in the building. I admit change is not always popular, but I 
feel we have to develop what we do as a congregation, and develop 
our building, just like our forebears did in 1881. 

Gillian also writes in to support an idea of making a space behind the 
gallery supports, perhaps with the back portion glazed to form a 
useable meeting/social space that could be used by our congregation, 
or even hired out for use by other groups. 



Stephen's thought's 

Since I started the conversation I suppose I ought to add to it!  Great 
improvements have been made in  the vestry simply by moving the 
table to the side.  I think perhaps we could swap it for a smaller table, 
and move the large one to the back of chapel.  We need space to be 
able to easily talk to each other, and maybe use the vestry more.  It 
was suggested that we do away with the table at the back, and I fully 
understand that we don't want to see clutter on coming in.  The front of 
church has seen a few changes in recent weeks, and I'm very happy to 
see the worship leader altering this according to their needs.  The table 
cover is very tired and frayed, and perhaps a different table with a 
simple chalice would be better, though height is a problem!   

I think we have to be realistic with our numbers and consider services 
in the vestry in wintertime, which means thinking about musical 
provision if this was to be considered.  We also have think whether 
people would be happy with services in there during colder months.   

The Chapel as a whole is attractive and of great historical value, and 
we need to cherish this while making sure that visitors know it's a living 
church, not a museum piece!  Maybe the banner from GA could be 
brought out, or added to.  The place looked so good with the U3A 
banners a few years ago.  

I think essentially we need not fear change, or do things because 
'we've always done it like that', this is a living church that doesn't fear 
development. 

 
Music 

It would be great to develop a music group at chapel, to enhance what 
music is used in services, and also as a good social side for the 
chapel. It would be fantastic to bring in other musicians to lead hymns, 
and more singers, so we could perform anthems, chants or other music 
in the service, as well as making music for the sheer joy of making 
music. I feel my vocation is a ministry of music rather than the spoken 
word- I have found great joy, great sadness and the divine through 
music, both making and listening. Can we get the music group moving 
again? It would be great if we can. Doncaster congregation has offered 
assistance with singers, so let's take them up on their help, and start 



meeting as a singers and musicians perhaps before the Sunday 
service at first, and then develop what we do from there? 

Paul 

 

Heritage Open Day 

It was good to see so many people in 
the church and the Catacombs on 
the open day.  Thanks as well to the 
people involved in such an opening.  
The tour downstairs was fascinating!  

 

Expect occasional silliness at a 

Unitarian Church....... 

Thank you to Cynthia for keeping 

a permanent record of this special 

moment! 

 

 



The Engagement Group 

The group chooses a 

location and theme for 

each meeting, engaging 

with one another 

following engagement 

group principles. The 

group has been dormant 

for a while, so if you are 

interested please get in 

touch. Contact Steve 

(boudicca7@talktalk.net) 

or Mel at Chapel.   

 Our Safeguarding Policy is available in the Chapel Vestry, and the 

summary statement and poster on display on the entrance notice 

board. If you have any concerns about the safety of our children 

and vulnerable adults please contact the safeguarding office (Mel 

Prideaux) immediately. All contact information and procedures 

are in the policy document.    

Fire Evacuation Safeguarding Procedure A chapel fire procedure 

is available on the notice board. Fire Officer is Paul Dawson, who 

can be contacted at Chapel with any queries or concerns.     

Westgate Chapel was opened in 1752. Its congregation was 

established in 1662 and became Unitarian in view in the 

eighteenth century. It has taken a leading part in the economic, 

social, educational, political - and spiritual - development of 

Wakefield and its vicinity.   

Temporary Editor, Stephen Carlile, 182 Wakefield Road Pontefract 

WF8 4HE. 07951063828. boudicca7@talktalk.net  Any copy for the 

next edition gratefully received. 


