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Westgate Chapel was opened in 1752.  
Its congregation was established in 1662 and 
became Unitarian in view in the eighteenth 
century.  
It has taken a leading part in the economic, 
social, educational, political - and spiritual - 
development of Wakefield and its vicinity. 

I think that one of our most important tasks is to 

convince others that there's nothing to fear in difference; 

that difference, in fact, is one of the healthiest and most 

invigorating of human characteristics without which life 

would become meaningless. Here lies the power of the 

liberal way: not in making the whole world Unitarian, 

but in helping ourselves and others to see some of the 

possibilities inherent in viewpoints other than one's own; 

in encouraging the free interchange of ideas; in 

welcoming fresh approaches to the problems of life; in 

urging the fullest, most vigorous use of critical self-

examination. 

Adlai Stevenson (American politician and Unitarian) 

http://www.ukunitarians.org.uk/wakefield/
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Services in September 

Sunday 1st September 10.30am: Stephen Carlile 

Sunday 8th September 3pm:  Marion Baker 
(General Assembly Vice-President) 

 

Sunday 15th September 3pm:  Jim Timiney 

Sunday 22nd September 3pm:  Rev. June Pettitt 

Tuesday 24th September 7pm: Sally Fairweather 

Sunday 29th September 3pm:  Elizabeth Faiers 

 
Sunday Welcoming Rota 
 

Sunday Welcomers do an important job in making everyone feel 
welcome at our services. As always, if you are unable to act as 
welcomer on the day indicated, you are asked to arrange an exchange.  
 

Sunday 1st September 10.30am: Pat Howard 
Sunday 8th September 3pm:  Nancy Denison 
Sunday 15th September 3pm:  Ralph Denby 
Sunday 22nd September 3pm:  John Goodchild 
Sunday 29th September 3pm:  Kate Taylor 
 

Flowers are provided by Nancy Denison. If you can offer to provide, 

arrange, or pay for the flowers in any week please do let her know! 
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Chapel Events in September 

 
The Chapel Committee meets at 7pm on 10th September in the Vestry 

200 Years of Toleration: the effect of the 1813 Doctrine of the Trinity 

Act. A talk by Anthony Dawson at 1pm on Saturday 14 September. 

The talk marks National Heritage Weekend.  Tea/coffee will be 

available in the vestry from 12 noon when there will also be a chance 

to visit the catacombs. Help in the kitchen would be welcomed. 

Wakefield Literary Festival 

Two of the events planned for this year’s festival will take place in the 

Chapel.  Tracey Chevalier, author of The Girl with the Pearl Earring, 

will read from her latest novel, The Last Runaway, at 7pm on Saturday 

21st September. Michael Wood, historian, documentary film-maker 

and broadcaster, will give an illustrated talk on Kibworth in the East 

Midlands through its history at 7.30pm on Friday 27th September. 

Tickets for both events are priced at £10, with £8 concessions, and can 

be obtained from the box office at Wakefield Theatre Royal, or via 

www.theatreroyalwakefield.co.uk 

Wakefield Art Walk, Wednesday 25th September 5pm to 9pm   The 

Chapel will host an exhibition of craft work undertaken by U3A groups 

at Manygates Adult Education Centre.  

October Social Event – Speed Discussion Evening, Tuesday 15th 

October, 7pm  Whilst our social event is free of charge, booking is 

essential so that we know how many tables to arrange for the speed 

discussions. A light-hearted evening with, we hope, visitors from the 

Society of Friends and other YUU chapels. Names to Kate Taylor by 6th 

October, please. 

http://www.theatreroyalwakefield.co.uk/
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An Invitation from York Unitarians 

York Unitarians are planning a Farewell Event for Myrna Michell, as 

Myrna is leaving her ministry with York Unitarians to move to New 

Zealand to be near to her son and his family. Myrna will be known to 

those at Westgate Chapel as she has taken several Sunday services. 

The Chapel Committee at St Saviourgate, York, have invited Wakefield 

Unitarians to join them for Myrna’s final service at 11 a.m. on 

29th September, which will be followed by lunch and a musical hour. 

The York congregation also plan to have a presentation to Myrna, 

contributions are welcome. For more information please contact the 

Secretary at St Saviourgate Chapel York, Margaret Hill on 01904 

693427 or at mhill.york@gmail.com. 

 

Do We Want or Need a Minister? 

At the Yorkshire Unitarian union meeting in June in Scarborough the 

suggestion was made that we should try to establish a YUU collective 

of ministers. Wakefield and Bradford would share a minister, with 

some association also with Lydgate and Pepper Hill. York and Hull 

would similarly share a minister with contact, too, with Scarborough 

and Whitby. We anticipate that Leeds will soon have its own minister. 

Chapel Committee discussed this as its recent meeting. There were 

plenty of arguments both for and against having a minister. The 

Committee felt that the next step is to seek the views of other 

members of the Chapel Community. What do YOU think we should do? 

Please let one of the Committee know your feelings. Members will try 

to answer any questions you may have.  
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Phyllis Lockwood at 105 

 

 

Our oldest member celebrated her 105th birthday in August and was 

joined by friends from the Chapel at a party at her home. She received 

another birthday card from the Queen! 

 

Kate Taylor at 80 

 

The congregation theme for August was definitely longevity as Kate 

Taylor celebrated her 80th birthday with a cake after she lead worship 

on August 11th. She also was sung happy birthday in the Cathedral – 

check out the congregation Facebook page to see the video! 
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The Prideauxs have an Adventure on Ascension Island 

Ned, Lauren and I have just returned from just over three weeks on Ascension 

Island. This tiny, remote and dramatic island is hard to get to, requiring a flight 

with the RAF from Brize Norton, though Ned was disappointed we were in a 

standard aeroplane and not a Hercules! There are very few tourists, apparently 

we took the count up to 20 for the year. However, we were not visiting on a 

whim. Our good friends are currently living there. 

Ascension would probably never have warranted being inhabited were it not for 

the proximity of St Helena, where Napoleon was famously exiled. It is now an 

important stopping point on the way to the Falklands, and is home to a lot of 

radio aerials and satellite dishes. Both broadcasting and listening happen here 

as it is rather conveniently situated between South America and Africa, just 

below the Equator. 

As a relatively recent volcanic island the terrain is rather hard work on the 

walking boots, it was often much like walking on smashed ceramic. We all had 

plenty of cuts, grazes and bruises to show for our many hikes. This inhospitable 

landscape has made life here quite a struggle. There are now weekly flights and 

less regular cargo boats, including the RMS St Helena, apparently the last Royal 

Mail Ship in operation, which bring much needed supplies as very little food is 

grown on the island. The main local food source is fish and we ate lots of fresh 

tuna and Wahoo (barracuda) while we were there. 

The main peak on the Island, Green Mountain, is home to plants mainly 

provided by Kew Gardens over a century ago as part of the attempt to make the 

island more habitable. This was much more familiar walking, green and lush in 

the cloud forest. As well as banana trees, ginger plants, huge eucalyptus trees 

and bamboo, the mountain is also home to land crabs, which are a very alien 

sight. 

There are only 15 species of bird, of which we saw 12, including very rare and 

unusual species. As they are so unused to humans, and are ground nesting, we 

were often in very close proximity, in some instances to thousands of birds. 
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There are two beaches suitable for swimming and it was wonderful to be 

swimming in warm, clear, blue seas. We were often surrounded by fish, but as 

these were usually the Black Fish, which are related to piranha, this was not 

without its anxieties. 

It was a fantastic trip which we will doubtless be telling you all about at Chapel 

in the future. 

Our favourite birds – the Fairy Terns 

 

The land crabs were a strange sight up the mountain 

 

35 square miles of volcanic landscape 
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The Chapel Pastoral Care Team 

Members of the Chapel's pastoral team are willing to provide a confidential ear 

and to visit people at home. Contact Kate Taylor (kate@airtime.co.uk). 
 

The Engagement Group 

The group chooses a location and theme for each meeting, engaging with 

one another following engagement group principles. The group has been 

dormant for a while, so if you are interested please get in touch. Contact 

Steve (boudicca7@talktalk.net) or Mel at Chapel. 
 

Safeguarding 

Our Safeguarding Policy is now available in the Chapel Vestry, and the 

summary statement and poster on display on the entrance noticeboard. If 

you have any concerns about the safety of our children and vulnerable 

adults please contact the safeguarding office (Mel Prideaux) immediately. 

All contact information and procedures are in the policy document. 
 

Fire Evacuation Procedure 

A chapel fire procedure is available on the noticeboard. Fire Officer is Paul 

Dawson, who can be contacted at Chapel with any queries or concerns. 

Officers of the Chapel Committee: 
Chairman: John Goodchild, 12 Shakespeare Avenue, Normanton, WF6 1EA  
Hon Secretary and Pulpit Supply: Kate Taylor, 19 Pinder’s Grove, Wakefield, 
WF1 4AH, 01924 372748 kate@airtime.co.uk  
Hon Treasurer: Bill Humphreys, 4 Gloucester Grove, Lupset  WF2 8NG  
Newsletter Editor and Safeguarding Officer: Mel Prideaux, 3 Pinfold Lane, 
Sandal, WF2 7LN 

mailto:kate@airtime.co.uk

