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President’s Piece

Richard Varley raises
morale Winter Walking

In my President’s Letter last May, I expressed the view that we should
never remain silent, because we believe that our opinions are unlikely to
have any impact in the wider world.  Foy has not been afraid to grapple
with some important issues in the past.  If we are passionate about a
cause we should be confident in putting it forward, on the basis that we
may be heard.  If we say nothing, we will never be heard!

It is good to occasionally remind ourselves that Foy is a fellowship of
those who, in a spirit of free inquiry, seek to understand the nature of
present issues and problems - political, social and religious.  The subject
of the forthcoming Conference, Climate Change, is one about which we
should all seek to understand, as it is having an increasing impact on our
daily lives.  There is no hiding the fact that the topic is vast and scientif-
ically complex, but just because one may not be of a scientific persua-
sion, it should not be an excuse from shying away from the subject.

Vic Mason and Colin Partington are working hard to create a Conference
programme, which will afford the opportunity for us to better understand
the subject.   They will seek to present the facts and arguments behind
this complex topic in an easily digestible format.  I hope you have taken
the opportunity to read Vic’s introductory article in the last edition of Foy
News.

We are being encouraged to modify the ways in which we conduct our
daily lives in order to reduce detrimental impact that it is alleged our
activities are having on the planet.  If only life were that simple.  There
are the sceptics who have reservations about the arguments being put
forward by those who insist that we should be making immediate and
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drastic changes to the way we live, if there are not to be serious
consequences for the future of the planet.  Are they the only factors
which are affecting changes in our climate?

Are the arguments being put forward by politicians based on balanced
scientific fact, or are they biased to suit other agendas?  As I have
previously mentioned in my recent President’s letter, I have watched Al
Gore’s 2006 film “An Inconvenient Truth - A Global Warning” and read
the former Chancellor of the Exchequer and Secretary of State for
Energy, Nigel Lawson’s book “An Appeal to Reason - A Cool Look at
Global Warming”.  The former is like a call to arms whilst the back cover
of the latter describes the book as carefully and succinctly examining all
aspects of the global warning issue - the science, the economics, the
politics and the ethics.

I am keen to explore the subject more deeply.  I would like, in the
company of others, to take the opportunity to consider, and expand my
understanding, of the subject.  I hope that you are too.  I look forward to
a lively and well supported Conference to determine whether Foy wants
to add its collective opinion to the debate.  It’s over to you!

Foy Conference 2013
open to all

Booking Details
Joan Partington - 01228 670565

Great Hucklow
3rd to 6th May, 2013

Climate Change
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BIRF was an informal network which kept British
members of the International Religious Fellowship
(IRF) in contact between Conferences and pro-
vided the organisation for Conferences held in
Britain. IRF, founded in 1924, brought liberal reli-
gious young people together annually for a con-
ference either in Europe or in the USA and
continued until 2004.

Older IRFers have been holding international re-
unions every three or four years since the 1990s.
BIRF has keept past British IRFers in contact
with each other between reunions with occasional
informal get-togethers.

This year, at Great Hucklow, there will be an
informal gathering of people who had connections
with British IRF .  Please feel free to re-connect
with some of the original participants who will be
pleased to see you at the Nightingale Centre

.

Activities for the week will evolve to accommodate
the wishes of those attending.  Much of the discus-
sion will of course be around the proposed boating
holiday in The Netherlands next year.

Bookings: Info@thenightingalecentre.org.uk

BIRF
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My experience of WWW is always welcoming and full of energy from
fellow walkers. Meeting old and new faces offers me comfort and a
'sense of belonging' throughout my stay.

This year I was surprised to see the new décor and sun lounge at the
Nightingale Centre. Gone was the familiar wood panelling, scattered
furniture and flooring in the lounge. It took me a while for my memory to
adjust to the new surroundings...which was a bit tricky!

Ruth Bristow reflects on
Winter Walking Weekend
11th-13th January at Great Hucklow

The new sun lounge
In use for the first time

Finishing touches to
the patio paved area
outside the sun lounge
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The lounge now enters into its new era and hopefully will develop a type
of quirkiness, that for me, is the personality of the Centre.

Two walks were organised, I opted for the easier ramble of what was
billed as 8 miles; across fields and tracks and many stiles to Foolow and
back to Hucklow. Each stile requiring its own 'style' to negotiate. Weath-
er wise, it was dry and very cold...brrrrrrr, especially when waiting for
your turn at a stile..brrrrrrrrrrrr!!

Back early at Nightingale (as most folk walked quickly.. keeping warm)
to relax, chat and soak in the atmosphere.

The evening brought great thrills of logic and secrecy as life size Cluedo
was played out in teams of 6. Well done to Colin for keeping folk from
cheating & manipulation, teehee (although one team cheated by
default...so they said!)

Then to the pub, for a 'proper catch up' with old friends....
        great memories and new experiences shared!

               Roll on next year..................

Ready to set off
again after a sub-
zero lunch stop

The group heads
for yet another
“Stylish” queue



Page 8

I joined after attending a talk down in Malvern given by Bishop John
Spong. I was fascinated to find  'orthodox' Christians speaking with real
passion about the disastrous mistakes the Christian Church was making
with regard to women, homosexuals, liberal debate …  . I was also
greatly moved by a plea for those belonging to liberal congregations to
offer their church as a 'welcome church' where liberal Christians could
find a place where their thinking would not be seen as alarming or
dangerous or to which they could escape for 'a little light relief'.

I don't consider myself a Christian at all, not even a Christian Unitarian
but I could see the possibility of a dialogue with these liberal Christians
which could only benefit them and us.

So I joined, got permission from my congregation to offer Shrewsbury as
a welcome church and, in May this year, went off to my first PCN
conference, "Jesus of Nazareth in 2010" at St Deiniol's Residential
Library.

When we were doing the 'Introduce Yourself' session (creeping death –
aargh), I announced myself as a Unitarian and one of the other attend-
ees burst out with: "I think it is disgraceful the way that Christian
churches behave towards Unitarians." You and me both, brother.

I met someone who went to Unitarian services for light relief, someone
who downloaded Unitarian services from the internet, someone who
preached at Unitarian chapels, someone who knew Unitarians, some-
one who had read Unitarian books and, also, I met Kate and Clive

Christians with Wider Horizons
Dorothy Haughton asks
Would you join the Progressive Christian Network - Britain?

www.st-deiniols.com
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Harley, parents of the more famous John. I also met people who knew
nothing about Unitarianism but said: "I agree completely" when I put
forward some point of view regarding the seminar we had just attended.

If more of us meet and talk with more of them then perhaps we can
encourage them to be bolder about their liberalism in their own churches
and, perhaps, encourage those churches to be readier to engage in
dialogue. If more of us join and offer our churches/chapels/fellowships
as welcome places then we will be offering a valuable service. We shall
also learn from them.

I picked up a leaflet about a conference in August, "Reclaiming Liberal
Theology - Grace, Order, Openness and Diversity". On the leaflet
is a quote from the Rt Hon David Steel. "My own parish service
sheet is headed with the words: 'This church is a safe place for all
people to worship regardless of race, creed, age, sexual orienta-
tion or cultural background.'"

I want to see more of that.  And I think we should be part of an
open and friendly dialogue with Christian churches because they
are now looking towards interfaith issues. Indeed, the conference
"Interfaith – the new Ecumenism" is on at the end of May. I think
Unitarians with their experience of interfaith services and contacts
have a lot to offer.

Why not join? after 1 July you will pay £15.00 for the half year. Get
the newsletter, see if you find the material interesting, possibly
attend a local PCN group meeting. If you do nothing else, please
look at the website – I am sure you will find something interesting
to read.

www.pcnbritain.org.uk
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A development being facilitated by trustees of our Flagg property in-
volves changes which are happening to The Green.  After many years
of occupancy with her late husband, and more recently on her own, our
long-term tenant, Miriam moved out of The Green in October.  The
trustees are taking the opportunity of doing an extensive renovation.
This will enable us to move the facilities into the 21st century.

You will see from the details opposite that a weekend had been ar-
ranged for us to do work on The Barn.  It has been decided that some of
us will also be doing preparatory work on The Green.  This will allow for
clearing of carpets and possibly some wallpaper stripping to make
inspection easier for treatment of damp, where necessary.

There is also a large amount of wood which we can start to reclaim from
the outbuildings.  This will provide fuel for burning on the stove to heat
the place.  Please contact Cathy Collins or Helen Mason if you are
planning to attend the weekend.

Cathy 01704 571089

   Helen  0238 0465549

All Change at Flagg
Will this affect you?

These pictures show The Green as it is today The conservatory is likely to go or be upgraded
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Flagg Work Weekend
19th-22nd April

Join us to do odd jobs on The Barn
to make it even more welcoming for
visitors.  There is woodworm to be
dealt with and other DIY jobs to

make to place even more attractive.

There is no charge for the weekend as
long as you pull your weight and get
stuck in, even if you find yourself

feeding and watering the rest of us.
There may also be some of us working on

The Green (see editor’s note opposite).
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I am delighted to report that Foy member Liz Faiers, who ap-
peared in our last edition at her daughter’s wedding  wearing a
rather large turquoise hat, is currently with Khasi Unitarians in
Meghalaya, NE India.  Liz has just spent a month with friends in
Bangladesh and has now travelled north of that border into the
Khasi and Jaintia Hills.

Liz is visiting Self Help Groups set up by Dot Hewerdine for the
Bowland Trust and will spend time with local tribal folk in the
villages of the region.  Elsewhere in this edition we carry some first
impressions from Liz Faiers about the reception she has received
from our Unitarian friends in Ri Khasi (affectionate tribal name
given to the whole region, including Khasi and Jaintia Hills and
Karbi Anglong).

I was there last September and October for meetings with Ameri-
can sponsors of the Annie Margaret Barr Children’s Village which
now has twenty children in the orphanage.

Much of the time was spent looking at day-to-day problems of
running an orphanage and we also considered safety issues and

Annie Margaret Barr Children’s Village
The editor updates us on life in the Indian Orphanage

American sponsors
meet Khasi
volunteers for
our meetings
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problems of conserving water through the dry-season.  Meghalaya
has one of the highest rainfalls anywhere in the world but the
shortage of water shortly before the rains is an annual problem.
Towards the end of the dry season, the hydro-electric plant, which
supplies the water for generating the electricity, is forced to turn off
the generators at about 8.0pm each evening until the following
morning.  This continues until eventually more rain arrives and
replenishes the reservoir levels.

Many of the overseas sponsors have little idea of the day-to-day
problems of village life in the Khasi Hills and one of their biggest
expectations is regarding communication.  Much of the time the
internet is not available in the Khasi Hills due to lack of power,
either in the location of the person wishing to get on-line or with the
service provider.  One in three cyber-cafes in Shillong, at any one
time, is closed due to power problems.  On my recent visit there
was no power for three days, over a wide area, due to scheduled
work on the power supply to about 14,000 homes.

Other problems often arise due to cultural differences.  People in
India are reluctant to give any negative response to questioning.
This is something which endears me to the indigenous population.
I have become accustomed to it over the years.  As an example,
during my trip I travelled on a long taxi journey with an American
friend whom I accompanied to the airport.  She discussed pay-
ment with the taxi driver who spoke some English.  My American
friend came to the conclusion that the journey (some seventy

Eric Cherry,
American International
Secretary, chairs
our meetings
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miles each way) had been paid for by the person who arranged
the taxi for her.  I had some business in a town near to the airport
so I joined her for the ride.  Normally I would have used a bus.  I
ended up paying for the use of a taxi for a day.  It was a little more
than I had budgeted for...

Such misunderstandings, combined with the very corrupt systems
which prevail all over India, make for an environment where things
happen much slower than they do at home.  The way things
happen can also be frustrating.  Sometimes things just do not
happen as you might expect.  We have to trust our Khasi sisters
and brothers.  As long as we are all pulling in the same direction
we can manage projects, such as the Children’s Village, to the
satisfaction of everyone.

The new Social Hall we are building at present is another example.
I say “building” in an optimistic, Indian kind of way.  It is two years
since the money was raised by our British Women’s League. The
project involves an additional building  where the children will be
able to relax, entertain friends from the village, use computers and
maybe have shelves for books from the library.  It is now two years
since we gave the green light for our Khasi friends to proceed and
it is not yet really under way.

We now have several rough sketches and also some detailed
plans have been drawn but nothing has yet passed scrutiny as
being affordable and good value for money.  I will concede that the
project has been understandably delayed by a need for further
(more urgent) building.  The social hall will now be part of a project
which also includes two additional, much needed, boys dormito-
ries.  We are almost at the stage of agreeing on a layout which is
universally acceptable but the journey has been gruelling and it is
not yet certain where the balance of money is to come from. Will
the Americans find the difference?  Will the Indian Government be
willing to contribute?  Should I raise a further appeal over here in
the UK.  Might even the Khasi Unitarians make up the shortfall....
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After three days of such tedious business dealing, I stayed behind
when all the others overseas participants had gone home.  The
prolonged agonising and hard work paled into insignificance when
I finally made my way to Kharang and met the children.  After a few
days with them I asked for the visitor’s book so that I could write
something about my stay.  My eyes welled up with tears of joy and
I buried my head in my hands.  The children did not know what to
make of me, a heaving heap of jelly with apparently uncontrolled
emotions.   Maybe they sensed what I was feeling.  I’m sure that I
underestimated some of the older girls.

The very simple women whom we call the “Mothers” are village
folk with only a modest education and little training for their present
responsibilities.  They look after the children as best they can.
They do not get everything right but have shown the kind of
understanding which has, I believe, confirmed the faith Margaret
Barr had in the integrity of honest village people.  The values
which are being taught within the family environment are ones of
love and understanding which would put many highly intelligent
academics, often specialists in the field of childcare, to shame.

Liz Faiers will be visiting the Annie Margaret Barr Children’s
Village later in her travels and we will print more from her in the
next edition.  In the meantime, on the following pages you can
read something of what we have received from Liz in the last few
days.

Young boy reflects in the orphanage pond Girls help with some weekend chores
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Many Foy members will know that Liz Faiers from York is currently living and
working in the Khasi and Jaintia Hills of Meghalaya, NE India.  Liz is there on
behalf of the Bowland Trust and is monitoring projects which have been
instigated and supported by the trust over the last few years.  On her arrival in
India Liz sent us the following:

My accommodation in Guwahati and here in Shillong has been arranged
for me by local Unitarians. In Guwahati I stayed in the University Guest
house at the ‘Official Visitors’ price of Rs225, about £3.00. Before the
driver arrived I went for a short walk and was lucky enough to see a
kingfisher sitting on a pole quite close to the road, I did manage to
photograph it and then it flew and caught a fish, a magnificent sight,
beautiful flashes of red and blue much brighter than our kingfishers.

The driver came from Shillong to pick me up, arriving at 11.30 am,
unfortunately we had an accident on the outskirts of Guwahati, we were
crawling along when we were hit from behind by a lorry, which unfortu-
nately drove off before my driver could get his number. Our car was
badly damaged with all the centre of the back pushed in and the bumper
destroyed. We ended up completing the journey with my rucksack strap
holding the boot lid down. Luckily I had decided to sit in the front and was
wearing a seat belt (they are not fitted in the backs of cars here) so I was
not hurt at all.

The road from Guwahati to Shillong is being converted to a dual car-
riageway along its entire length. At places it was excellent apart from we
would often have to move from one carriageway to the other. At others
it was extremely bumpy when we were driving on the remains of the old
road. This area of India is very hilly and we had to corkscrew up and then
down a number of mountains. The new road has involved the removal
of steep sides of the hillside next to the road, leaving very red, very steep
sloping sides. I do wonder what will happen during the rainy season. Will

Letter from
Meghalaya
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they get landslides? I suppose the road engineers know what conditions
to prepare for. I did see a few barriers of netted rocks being built.

We arrived at Shillong at 3.30 in the afternoon. I was met by the
Unitarian lady, Kong Cream, (Kong is an honorific used to ladies). She
is a lovely lady very friendly and helpful. After she had left I decided to
try to find the local Unitarian church (she had told me it was up the hill
and about 2km away). I followed my nose without asking anyone for
directions and found the church It was not just up the hill but somehow I
took the correct turns. It is quite pretty with chalice designs all over. I felt
very emotional standing in front of a Unitarian church in India.  Later in
the evening Kong Cream brought 3 of her cousins to meet me, they are
all Gt. Gt. Granddaughters (I think I have the correct number of Gts) of
the founder of Unitarianism in the Khasi Hills. They were very friendly
and so obviously proud of their Unitarian heritage (125 years this last
year). I wish I could contact one of them now as I am having trouble with
getting my new Indian SIM card activated.

It was cold that first night, I only had one blanket. Next day, Monday I got
a lift into town and finally managed to change money and get an Indian
SIM card. I had to show my Passport and fill in forms for both and
provide four photos for the SIM card. I then indulged myself with warm
chocolate cake and coffee - yumee! (about £2.00 so expensive by local
standards. At my guest house a coffee costs 10 Rupees about 13p.

I walked round the local bazaar and then decided to walk back to the
guest house. I missed the correct road so took the longer scenic route.
Shillong is a hill station. It has the appearance of being neglected for
some years, there are a mixture of styles of buildings, many bungalow
styles, many small blocks built into the hillsides and some new buildings,
similar in style to Bangladesh and possibly much of India - reinforced
concrete pillars, concrete floors and then brick wall infills. Many of the
older buildings are quite colourful. Pavements are a nightmare, they are
sometimes 2ft above the road edge and whenever there is a road
junction or entranceway to a building there are steps down to the road,
so it is constantly up and down and up and down.

In the afternoon, three of the Self Help Group workers called round,
these are the people that I will mainly be working with. They have
proposed a programme which involves me staying in each of the 4
districts for a month. Whilst in each district I will stay in local villages and
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go round all of the Self Help Groups and as many schools as possible.
So I don’t know how often I will be able to e-mail people. They were very
concerned about toilet facilities for me and what I would eat. I did try to
reassure them on both points; I think that I will just learn to live dirty!!
They were also concerned about the cost of transport; luckily I was able
to reassure them that I was being given a grant for travel.
(editor’s note: shared taxis are now commonly used in the Khasi region.
Because they sometimes squeeze as many as a dozen people into a
vehicle designed for a maximum of five, the cost of travelling is very
reasonable, if somewhat uncomfortable!)

A few days later Liz wrote:
I have just returned from the General Assembly meetings of the Unitari-
an Union of North East India (UUNEI). It has been a wonderful experi-
ence, for example seeing between 1 and 2 thousand Unitarians together
yesterday. The meetings were in Jowai, a town about 1 1/2 hours drive
to the East of Shillong. 2 4-wheel drive vehicles had been booked but it
is pre election fever time so they got commandeered by the government
for election duty. Luckily two more vehicles were eventually found. Our
driver was in a hurry...   He had to do the journey three times that day so
it was a fast, bumpy drive.
On Friday we had a church service, mostly in Khasi. Lis (for non
Unitarian friends she is the British President of our General Assembly
and was there as an official guest) and I then went to a workshop run by
an American guest on Strategic Planning. He talked about pair wise
ranking and SWOT analysis. Despite the talk being translated into Khasi
we did wonder how much was understood by the local delegates. There
was then another service in the evening. Most of the churches have
Sunday schools and/or choirs and the singing was amazing. The Khasi
language is a little like Welsh we had a booklet of all the hymns sung
during the service so we could sing along. Yes I was singing in Khasi!
A young British visitor (Ella Birtles) and I were put up by a lovely family.
The parents gave us their room so we had to share the bed (we both had
sheet sleeping bags and neither of us moved much whilst we were
asleep) so we were fine. It was quite an extended family with the families
of 3 brothers living quite close together so there were a lot of children of
a similar age around, their grandmother and an unmarried aunt also
lived with them and they were all lovely and so kind. The family also put
up a choir of 20 on Saturday night. The family fed us and generally spoilt
us. The father had designed the house himself and it had wooden
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ceilings and rooms on different levels and a balcony over the main living
room.
On Saturday we went to the 8 am service which started the day's
activities then back to our family for brunch then back to the playing field
next to the church for another service and then the flag was lowered to
signify the end of the celebrations of 125 years of Unitarianism in the
Meghalaya district. This service was followed by displays of local danc-
es, it was a treat to be able to watch them.The only problem, because I
was an international visitor I was on the stage behind the podium so my
view was a bit restricted.
In the afternoon there were two more workshops and then in the early
evening there was a choir concert (in the field and yes it did get cold).
The singing was amazing, then it was back to our family, I was allowed
to help prepare part of the meal, they let me roll out the local bread into
circles like chapatis. They were quite surprised that I could roll it into
rounds. These were then cut into pieces about 3cm by 2cm and were
deep fried. They were slightly sweet and lovely warm but also nice next
day cold for part of breakfast.
On Saturday evening after the dinner, the girls of the family and the choir
sang and danced, just because they enjoy it and it is how they express
their love and their enjoyment in their religion. Ella and I were persuaded
to join in and hymn books were found for us to join in with the words. We
finally went to bed at about 12pm.
On Sunday we decided to miss the 8am service as it was in one of the
local dialects. We were both able to help prepare some of the food - we
were allowed to help peel ginger and peel and chop the tomatoes.
They were preparing so much food, four men were preparing meat and
a lot of women were doing rice, vegetables and many different foods.
After the final service they fed a LOT of visitors.  Before we left for the
church the mother of the family (I am afraid I don't remember her name)
gave Ella and I a local dress/ shawl so we both wore them for all the
day's activities. The 11.30am service which included a sermon by a
Canadian minister (on hospitality) and a presentation by Lis as well as
another sermon and many hymns and two choirs went on until about
1.30 The next service was due to start at 1.30 but it started at about 2.30
and went on until about 4.30. There was then a short break for food and
we had a torch-lit parade through the town. this was amazing, hand held
kerosene torches waved in the air (a lot of them) and at least 1000
people walking and singing, with some of the younger people dancing.
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It was a wonderful experience. The Khasi Unitarians could teach us a lot
about love of God and each other, about friendship, hospitality and joy
in their religion.
Lis, her daughter and I were then given a lift back to Shillong. I was
invited to breakfast at Rev. Nangroi's house and as they have the
internet I am writing to you all from there. No particular plans for today
except washing some clothes and hopefully meeting some new friends
this evening.  On Wednesday I am going to the NE of Meghalaya to meet
some of the Self Help Groups and then I hope to spend a week or so at
the Children's Village (during the elections).
The people here make me so proud of my Unitarian Religion. I could not
meet a nicer, warmer, more generous people.
And a few days later Liz wrote:
I am now back from the Annual Meetings, what an experience. Every-
body has been so friendly, generous and helpful. Kong Dot Hewerdine
and husband Bah John were missed by very many people. So far I don't
feel that I have managed to do much Bowland Trust work, apart from
getting to know some people and the one meeting with the Self Help
Groups facilitators. At present I am up at Nangroi and Bari's house. They
have gone to work and left me here on the computer.

I have met Banjop and Yarree who will marry on 5th March. They wish
Dot and John could be here, especially John who has for many years
been one of the family. They have invited me in your place.  I have also
briefly met Khlur Mukhim but without realizing who he was. Khlur is the
Chairman of the education committee. I get the impression that the new
generation of young people are very involved and want to live their
religion. One of the workshops at the meetings was on Partner Churches
and the two way giving of time, friendship and opportunity and not just
the wealthy giving money to the poorer. I do feel that the local Unitarians
want to be much more self reliant.

Bari and Nangroi have asked me to breakfast again tomorrow and said
if I need anything just to ask.  I am off to the first circle of Self Help
Groups on Wednesday. Unfortunately I am staying in a guest house as
Biron said there was nowhere suitable for me in the villages.

Liz Faiers
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Some of you attended the IRF Oldies Reunion in Northumberland in July
2011 and others of you, who did not but really wish you had, might be
interested in our gathering at the Nightingale Centre later this year (see
details on page 5).

You will be pleased to know that our Dutch friends are well on the way
to organising the next international get-together. This will take place
between 28 June and 5 July 2014 and they plan a cruise through the
‘green heartland of The Netherlands’ on an hotel boat. This will take us
through a varied landscape of rivers, canals and countryside and also
provide possibilities for visits to historical and architecturally interesting
sites as well as cycle excursions for the more energetic.

ldi es 2014
Valerie Walker tells us about
plans for the IRF Oldies to
go boating in The Netherlands

Hotel, suitably decorated for
the Northumberland
IRF Oldies gathering

The drivers for our travels
between hotels and on the
trips were not unfamiliar to us
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We (but I don’t think it was we Brits!) may have coined the phrase
‘Oldies’ but we are generally still quite youthful in our activities; we enjoy
exploring the towns and cities of the host country, sampling the food and
culture. Some of us even hike up mountains in Switzerland, we have had
boat trips and cycled from town to town in Holland, we have enjoyed
canal holidays in the UK as well as walking in the Lake District and
enjoyed city tours and visits to Roman sites. There is of course quite a
lot of sitting around chatting over wine or coffee and even some singing.
Surprisingly, some of our number are still willing to dress up in ridiculous
disguise and perform - none of those present will ever forget The Wode
Song at our last reunion in the North of England (I will omit including a
photograph)!

This is surely a very special friendship, an everlasting friendship and an
ever-widening one. Come and join us in 2014.

The Dutch need at least 55 people to book in order for us to have sole
use of the boat and be able to decide our own route so put the dates in
your 2014 diary now, get in touch with a member of the Organising
Committee, and start saving.

For fuller information and to register your interest please contact

Annetien Heering, Groenewoud 36, 4381 HE Vlissingen, Netherlands
telephone Hans de Lathouder +31 70 8872900.

BIRF group at Hucklow last year. Note, photographer (right) added afterwards

a.heering@kplanet.nl
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Flagg
Welcome
Weekend

24th-27th May, 2013

Never visited or stayed at The
Barn?  Come along and join us
for the weekend or just for
Saturday.  The gathering will
involve a mix of activities with a
service on Saturday afternoon
and a social in the evening.  The
rest of the Bank Holiday Week-
end will be a social time with some
gentle walks for those inclined.

Give Isobel Mason (see back
page) a ring if you would like to
sleep in the Barn, camp or join us
for any meals....
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Weightier idle thoughts

of a not so idle fellow

Richard Varley

Looking back at some of the events which have occurred over recent
months, I am reminded of a phrase I first heard many years ago: man’s
inhumanity to man.  The reports of some of the treatment received by
patients in the Mid Staffordshire NHS Foundation Trust made stomach
churning reading.  On 24th February, the BBC reported; ‘hospital patients
were left "sobbing and humiliated" by uncaring staff, an investigation into
one of the worst NHS scandals in history has found’ and that ‘last year
it was reported there were at least 400 more deaths than expected at the
trust from 2005 to 2008.’  It is totally contrary to our perception of the
care that we would expect to, and normally do, receive when hospitalised.

In his report, the inquiry chairman, Robert Francis QC, made 290
recommendations; in one of which, he recommended that hiding infor-
mation about poor care become a criminal offence, as would failing to
adhere to basic standards that lead to death or serious harm.  It does
raise the question as to the pressures that members of staff feel when
they are sufficiently concerned that they should blow the whistle on
genuine malpractice.  It takes courage to expose serious misdeeds
being undertaken by those with whom you work.  You do so, fearing the
possibility that you might be subjected to retribution.  Yet, to turn a blind
eye is to condone such activities.  Also, there is clearly something
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wrong, in that on 3rd February, the Sunday Times reported that the
standards of patient care at some National Health Service hospitals are
so poor that many of their own staff would not want relatives or friends
to be treated in them.  At the worst, it is said that 30% of its doctors,
nurses and health staff admitted they were so unhappy with the care
provided, that they would not want a relative or friend to be treated there:
at four other trusts a quarter or more of the staff were equally concerned.

The underlying situation I find difficult to understand, is why some staff
treated those, for whom they were supposed to be caring, with such a
total lack of respect.  How could they treat fellow human beings in such
a way when what the patient required was sympathetic care and
treatment?  It is suggested that in some cases, staff are overstretched.
Nearly two years ago, the BBC reported that ‘nearly half of NHS staff feel
so overstretched they fear they cannot do their jobs properly, a survey
shows. The Healthcare Commission poll of 160,000 workers across
England also showed many did not feel valued.’  The figures from the
survey also indicated that the increasing bureaucracy was such that the
rise in managers was outstripping that of many clinical staff.

The increasing use of Key Performance Indicators, in order to monitor
the efficiency of a service, is not in any way unique to the NHS.  This
method of seeking to increase the efficiency of an organisation, to
ensure the optimum use of financial resources, inherently increases
bureaucracy and can only be justified if the cost savings generated
exceed those of the processes required to generate the information.  In
the latter part of my work, I experienced the management of school
premises in both the public and private sector: an interesting compari-
son!  When placed in the position of providing a facilities management
service as part of a contract, there was greater incentive to more closely
examine the efficiency and effectiveness of the services provided.  It
appears to be a sad fact that this is necessary.  One only has to see the
extent to which many council services have been outsourced in recent
years on the basis of generating cost savings.  For example, as I am
writing this, there is the suggestion that continuing the outsourcing of the
management of prisons to the private sector will increase efficiency and
reduce the cost of the service.  My experience of working in the same
industry in both the public and private sector is that there was a greater
focus and sense of urgency in the latter.

Returning to my initial recalling of the phrase “man’s inhumanity to man”,
one cannot be fail to be shocked and saddened by the accusations that
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some well known personalities were involved in the abuse of young
people.  In the case of Jimmy Savile, he will never be able to be brought
to account.  What is staggering is the sheer size of the investigation
being undertaken by the police and the extent to which it has come to
light after his death.  The suggestions are that there might have been
suspicions of his activities at the time decades ago, but that the victims
were either not believed or others covered up misdeeds.  If that is the
case, there are many others who could, and should, have a case to
answer.  Others who are accused will have their day in court.  If guilty,
they will be rightly punished but those who suffered will always carry
memories of the abuse they suffered.  If those accused are proved to be
not guilty, they will have their reputation tainted.  For instance, there are
a number of teachers, who it has been proved were innocent of charges
brought against them but not before they have suffered months of
anguish and many who never returned to their profession.

I am dwelling on a number of difficult aspects of human behaviour which
I find it difficult to comprehend.  Why do some people appear to have no
respect for their fellow human beings?  At Mid Staffordshire, there surely
must have been many good people, and tiers of management, who were
aware, yet it would appear this ill treatment occurred over a considerable
period.  In particular, it appears to me that the young and elderly
particularly seem to unfairly attract such treatment.  How do we create a
situation where those who witness genuine acts of abuse are able to
report such without fear of backlash?  How do we see through those who
seek to unjustly blacken the character of a person by making false
accusations?

The other day I took advantage of one of the promotional travel offers
publicised by our local train operator, London Midland.  All one has to do
is to download a voucher, of which a finite number are available for each
day of the offer, and exchange it for a ‘Great Escape’ travel ticket.  So
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for the princely sum of £9.90, with a railcard, you can travel anywhere
you want, after 9.30am, so long as the train is painted green, black and
grey!  I took the opportunity to visit London and included a thorough
exploration of the Docklands Light Railway, a system I had only travelled
on briefly before.  A very impressive mode of transport; clean, punctual
and litter free.  As the trains are driverless (there is a Passenger
Transport Assistant somewhere else on the train to operate the doors!),
you have opportunity to sit at the front with an excellent panoramic view
of this regenerating part of East London: except when you tunnel under
the Thames!

On my way home, I noticed a couple of people putting their feet on the
seat opposite: something which irks me no end and encourages me to
choose the aircraft layout seats where available – it would take a
contortionist to put their feet up on those!  It was one of those situations
where you really want to take issue with the person concerned, but shy
off doing so as you are wary of the response.  How often are we in that
situation?  How many of us would be prepared to take the action that a
seventy year old lady did in Northampton a little while ago?  She beat off
a gang of six robbers who came well kitted out for the raid, armed with
sledgehammers, with nothing more than large black handbag!  To see
the action, all you need to do is visit YouTube and enter ‘granny foils
robbery in Northampton’.  Fortunately, she came to no harm and be-
came a local hero, but the outcome could have been very different.

On a lighter note, I was amused by Dotty Houghton’s piece in the last
edition of Foy News.  Her reference to the preponderance of labels on
clothes made me ponder on the subject a little further.  Lynne and I
appear to be advertising Berghaus on anoraks; Lynne models mid blue,
whereas I’m dark blue!  If we zip in fleeces within the anoraks in colder
weather, we hide two more Berghaus labels!  I have noted that another
couple in the family sport North Face; both in black.  Do couples tend to
sport similar allegiances?  That could be something for an anorak
anorak to ponder!  I did notice on the last Winter Walking Weekend that
Thermolite hats were well represented, with at least grey, blue and pink
models in evidence: I’ve noted a black version since - any further offers?
At least I haven’t seen anyone else with a Zig Zag Railway hat like mine;
acquired several years ago whilst in New South Wales!

Ah well, as I write, spring is approaching, the first sign of which will be
the sighting of a postman in shorts; or will we hear a cuckoo
first?……………

                Richard Varley
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to: Marion Baker, on being proposed as the Vice-President of the
General Assembly. This is an honour that has been awarded to quite a
number of Foy members in recent years. We wish Marion a rewarding
and enjoyable period in office, both this coming year and in her Presi-
dential year.

Welcome
to: our newest member, Louise van der Hoeven. Louise will be taking
part in the Annual Meetings at Nottingham in April as the delegate from
the Newcastle upon Tyne Unitarian church. She has also volunteered to
be part of the team responsible for the production of GA Zette.

Publicity
Please, please if you are already signed up to facebook, post comments
on our Foy Society facebook page. It could be a useful tool for attracting
more members and conference participants.

Changes of Contact Details
Send any alterations to me or the Editor so that we can be up to date.

Membership Subscriptions
The rate is: £7.50 for Individual
Membership and £10.00 for a couple.
See top of next page for payment details.

News of Members
Hazel Warhurst

Congratulations

to: Dorothy and John Hewerdine on
the birth of their second grand-daugh-
ter, Mabel Eliza Hertz. Mabel was
born on St Valentine’s Day, 14th Feb-
ruary, in New York, and is the daugh-
ter of Cathy née Hewerdine and Josh
Hertz and is an adored baby sister for
big brother, Henry.



Please make all cheques payable to “The Foy Society” and send them
to me at the address printed on the back page for the Treasurer, David
Warhurst.
                 Bank transfers are acceptable too. Email me for bank details.

Reminders were not sent out in the autumn so there are a number of
members who have not paid for 2012-2013. Email reminders for arrears
should be with you by the time you read this as a pdf, or will be enclosed
with your paper copy of Foy News. Please help the Treasurer by sending
cheques promptly, or seek me out at the Foy Stall at the GA on the
Jubilee Campus, Nottingham University.
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Foy Conference 2013

Climate Change
Run by the Foy Society

Open to All

Joan Partington <partingtons@gmail.com>

If you haven’t booked but would like to find out if there is still
availability contact Joan Partington, conference secretary.
Details on back page or:

Our next conference will be held 3rd-6th May, 2013
at The Nightingale Centre, Great Hucklow, Derbyshire
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However, there was a big question mark about the future of Zette. I had given
notice of my intention to give up my role as Foy’s GA Zette Mentor - the person
responsible for making sure that everything is in place so that Zette can actually
be produced. Unless someone does this there is a very real possibility that it
would not happen. As the end of 2012 approached, and no one had volunteered
to take over, an appeal went out to Foy members.

The good news is that two Foy members came forward and we now have a
team in place to take Zette into its second half century of publication. The two
concerned are Louise van der Hoeven and Emma Lowe. Louise is now our
new GA Zette Mentor and Emma, with her experience as a past editor and her
young Unitarian contacts, will be helping Louise. We also have an Editor in
place - Laura Hooley, who made such a good job of the 50th Anniversary
editions last year.

I have always believed that Zette is a power for good in the Unitarian scene on
so many levels. As well as being a great service to delegates, challenging and
entertaining, it provides a brilliant opportunity and sense of achievement for our
young Unitarians. This is why I’ve been so involved with it over the years and
why I am delighted that Louise and Emma are going to take it forward.

David Warhurst writes

GA Zette, the cheeky unofficial daily
newspaper of the Unitarian General
Assembly annual meetings, passed a
significant milestone last year. Zette
achieved its 50th continuous year of pub-
lication at the GA meetings at the Univer-
sity of Keele. The Editor of Foy News,
John Hewerdine, paid very appropriate
tribute to this considerable achievement
in the Autumn issue so I do not need to
go into this again here.



Christina (Stini) and Alan Dawson
on the birth of their third daughter,
Florence Anita. She was born on 5th
March weighing 3.44Kg, and is a wel-
come sister for Georgina and Char-
lotte. Congratulations to the proud
grandparents too:
              Christine and David Dawson.

Stop Press and Congratulations
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I wish them, and the Zette team, every success and I urge all Foy members to
give them their full support. Zette needs lots of helpers - not just overnight. For
example we need lots of reporters and people willing to sell copies in the
mornings while the editorial team catch up on sleep. So, if you are going to the
GA, please seek out the Zette office and volunteer your services.

David Warhurst

Emma Lowe (right) wears her editorial
hat at last year’s GA Meetings which
took place at Keele University

The team who worked on GA Zette
last year collate the magazine so
that it can be available for delegates
at breakfast the following morning



Some useful              contacts

Foy President

Richard Varley,
60, Weggs Farm Road,
Northampton,  NN5 6HD.

 01604 587860

Membership Secretary:

Hazel Warhurst,
18, Priory Way,
Ingleby Arncliffe,
N. Yorkshire.         DL6 3LR

      (mobile) 07765005870

Conference Secretary:

Joan Partington,
“Sandcroft”,
Townhead,  Hayton,
BRAMPTON,
Cumbria.         CA8 9JF.

01228 670565

Flagg Secretary:

Isobel Mason,
11, Easton Road,
Flitwick,
Bedfordshire,
          MK45 1EU

01525 714341

Correspondence Sec.

Helen Hooley,
17, Coniston Way,
Macclesfield,
Cheshire,  SK11 7XR

 01625 610236

Treasurer and Printing:

David Warhurst,
18, Priory Way,
Ingleby Arncliffe,
N. Yorkshire.        DL6 3LR

 01609 882442

Editor’s email : john@hewerdinefamily.co.uk


