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CONSTITUTION AND RULES as amended 4 April 2018 
 

1. Objects: 
 

The objects of the Fellowship shall be: 

 

1.1  To afford counsel, sympathy and aid to ministers in their work. 

1.2 To consult and take action on matters affecting the members and 

their work. 

1.3  To encourage professional standards in the practice of ministry and 

adherence to General Assembly Guidelines as from time to time 

published. 
 

2. Members: 
 

Subject to the provision of the Rules for the time being as to the 

termination of membership, the members shall be: 
 

2.1  Such ministers as by virtue of original membership or subsequent 

election had become and were members of the Ministerial 

Fellowship on 13 April 2014, and whose names were included on 

the Roll of Ministers of the General Assembly of Unitarian and 

Free Christian Churches (hereafter referred to as ‘the General 

Assembly’ or ‘GA’). 

2.2 Such ministers as shall, on or after 13 April 2014 be duly elected 

members (see Definition of 'Minister' hereunder). 

2.3 Such Lay Pastors with Full Status as shall, on or after 4 April 

2018, be duly elected members (see Definition of ‘Lay Pastor’ 

hereunder).  

2.4  Students for the ministry accepted by the General Assembly, duly 

elected.  
 

3.  Definition of ‘Minister’ and ‘Lay Pastor’: 

 

3.1 ‘Minister’ and ‘Lay Pastor’ shall mean any person whose name 

appears on the Rolls of Ministers and Worship Leaders of the 

General Assembly of Unitarian and Free Christian Churches in 

their respective categories. 

3.2 In this Constitution and Rules the term ‘Lay Pastor’ is included in 

references to ‘minister’, ‘ministry’, or ‘ministerial’. 
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sent through the post, addressed to them at their last known place of 

abode, allowing 5 working days after the date of posting by first class 

post, or by email to their last known address, allowing 1 working day after 

the date of sending . 

 

25. Alteration of Rules: 

 

These Rules, or any of them, may from time to time be altered in any way, 

or rescinded or added to, by resolution passed at a meeting of members by 

a majority of not less than two- thirds of those present at the time the vote 

is taken; provided that, unless the proposed alteration, rescission, or 

addition be recommended by the Committee, not less than three weeks' 

notice, giving full particulars, shall be received by the Secretary from any 

Member intending to propose the same. Full particulars of each proposed 

alteration, rescission, or addition shall be given in the notice calling the 

Meeting at which the same is to be proposed. Every such alteration, 

rescission, or addition, when made, shall be binding upon all Members, 

notwithstanding that any pecuniary or other interest may be thereby 

affected. 

 

26. In the Event of Dissolution:  

 

In the event of dissolution of the Ministerial Fellowship, its funds will be 

allocated as follows:   

General Fund: The General Assembly 

Benevolent Fund: The Ministers’ Benevolent Society  

Memorial Education Fund: The Unitarian Ministerial Students’ Fund 

 Or their successors.  
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21. Procedure of Committee: 

 

Four members of the Committee shall form a quorum. The President, Vice 

President, or in their absence any other member of the Committee elected 

by those present, shall preside and have a casting vote. In all other 

respects the Committee shall regulate its own procedure. 

 

22. Powers of Committee and Right of Appeal: 

 

Subject to the Rules and to any directions not inconsistent with the Rules, 

which may from time to time be given by a Meeting of Members, the 

Committee shall manage the affairs of the Fellowship in such manner as it 

shall from time to time think proper; provided that, in the case of any 

decisions by the Committee of any questions mentioned in Rule 6, the 

persons affected thereby may, within one calendar month after notice of 

such decisions have been given to them, give notice in writing to the 

Secretary of their desire to appeal from the same to a Meeting of 

Members. Such questions shall then be brought before the Annual or 

Special Meeting next following, and notice shall be given in summonses 

calling such meetings that such appeals will be brought before the 

members; and such Meetings may, by resolution, by a majority of the 

Members present at times such votes are taken, confirm, reverse or 

modify the decisions of the Committee. 

The Committee shall have the power to appoint a Sub-committee for a 

specific purpose and the power to co-opt as deemed necessary.  

 

23. Minutes: 

 

Minutes of the proceedings of each Meeting of the Members and of the 

Committee shall be retained by the Secretary, and such minutes, when 

signed by the person chairing such Meetings, or the next succeeding 

Meeting of Members, or of the Committee (as the case may be) shall be 

evidence of the proceedings and decisions of such Meeting. 

 

24. Notices: 

 

Any notice which may be required to be given to any particular Member 

under Sections 6 and 7 above shall be deemed to be sufficiently given if 
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4. Classification of Members: 

Members shall be divided into classes in line with those defined in the 

Ministerial Roll of the General Assembly. These classifications supersede 

those as defined in the Ministerial Fellowship Rules and Constitution in 

effect prior to 13 April 2014.  
 

4.1  Class 1 (main group, no GA prefix) shall include all members who 

shall be engaged in ministerial charges or appointments and those 

who have retired, but have not made application in writing to the 

Secretary to be transferred from Class 1 to Class 3. By ministerial 

charge or office shall be meant any appointment or office within 

the churches or societies of the General Assembly. 
 

4.2 Class 2 shall include: 

4.2.1  (no GA prefix) those members not presently serving a 

congregation or congregations or employed in another recognized 

post, but who are available for settlement. 

4.2.2  (GA prefix ‘c’) those members who, for reasons acceptable to the 

General Assembly are not available for settlement or occupancy of 

another recognized post, but nonetheless continue on the General 

Assembly Roll of Ministers.  
 

4.3  Class 3 (GA prefix 'r') shall include all members who have retired 

from the active work of the ministry, and also all members who, 

having reached the retirement age as defined hereunder but have 

not so retired yet, have made application in writing to the 

Secretary to be transferred from Class 1 or Class 2 to Class 3. 

 

4.4  Class 4 (GA Ministry and Lay Pastorship Students list) shall 

include students for the ministry accepted by the Ministry Strategy 

Group of the General Assembly. This class of membership does 

not carry any voting powers at General Meetings of the Ministerial 

Fellowship, nor eligibility for election to any office or committee. 

Upon graduation to the General Assembly's Roll of Ministers such 

members shall be transferred to Class 1 or Class 2, as appropriate. 

 

4.5  A Class 1 member shall be transferred as appropriate to either 

Class 2 or Class 3 as provided for in the Rule above. Any such 
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member who re-engages in active ministerial service as 

appropriate to the Class 1 definition above, shall be re-transferred 

to Class 1 if he or she has not retired, or if retired upon making 

application to the Secretary to be so transferred.  

 

Any other transfers between Classes shall be made in accordance with the 

Rule above and at the discretion of the Committee. 

5. Election of Members: 

Any ministers or students for the ministry wishing to be elected to 

membership must apply in writing to the Secretary in the form prescribed 

from time to time by the Committee, signifying at the same time their 

agreement, if elected, to abide the Rules of the Fellowship for the time 

being in force.  
 

Each application shall be considered for election by the Committee of the 

Fellowship, which shall report to each Annual Meeting of Members the 

names of those new members admitted during the year. 

 

No-one shall have the right to be elected and no reason need be given to 

anyone who shall not be elected, but applicants not accepted by the 

Committee shall have the right of appeal to the Annual Meeting of the 

Fellowship. 

 

6. Termination of Membership: 

 

Members shall cease to be such if: 

 

6.1  they fail to pay their subscription within two consecutive years and 

a warning has been sent to the member; 

6.2  by letter to the Secretary they resign their membership; 

6.3  their names have been removed from the Roll of Members by a 

decision of the Fellowship Committee or at a Fellowship Annual 

Meeting; 

6.4  they no longer comply with the definitions contained in Rule 3 or 

are no longer students for the ministry. 
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a Welfare Secretary, a Retired Minister, editor of The Journal and 

two members-at-large. 

 All Committee Members with the exceptions of the President and 

Vice President shall be elected for a term of three years, and shall 

serve for a maximum of two terms. When deemed necessary by a 

two-thirds vote of those present at an Annual Meeting, an Officer or 

Committee Member may serve one additional term of three years, 

so long as no-one serves on the Committee for longer than nine 

consecutive years. 

 The Vice President shall become President of the Fellowship for one 

year at the Annual Meeting following the one at which they were 

elected Vice President. A retiring President shall not be again 

eligible as Vice President before the Annual Meeting next following 

that on the conclusion of which such retirement takes place, but at 

the Annual Meeting at the conclusion of which such retirement 

takes place, the said President shall be eligible for election as 

member of the Committee or to any other office. 

 The Treasurer and Secretary shall be immediately eligible for re-

election as such, or as members of the Committee, or to any other 

office.  

 Candidates for election to the Committee or as one of the Officers 

shall be proposed and seconded at the meeting at which the election 

is to take place, and no previous nomination or notice of intention to 

propose them shall be necessary. 

20. Committee Vacancies: 

Vacancies among the Officers or Committee, caused by the death or 

retirement otherwise than by rotation under the last Rule, may be filled by 

the Committee, subject to confirmation by a Special or Annual Meeting of 

Members. The remaining Committee may continue to act, 

notwithstanding any such occasional vacancies. Any persons elected to 

fill such vacancies shall hold office only for so long, and on the same 

terms as the person they are replacing and shall be deemed to have been 

elected when such persons were elected. Officers or members of the 

Committee who for any reason cease to be Members of the Fellowship 

shall be deemed to have thereupon retired from their Offices or from the 

Committee, as the case shall be. 
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President's absence, the Vice-President, or some Member elected by the 

Meeting, and such Chairperson shall have a casting vote.  

 In the case of a Special Meeting, twelve Members or twenty per 

cent of individual Members, whichever is greater, shall form a 

quorum, and if within half an hour of the time fixed for the 

commencement of the Meeting, the quorum shall not be present, the 

Meeting shall not be held.   

 In the case of the Annual Meeting, twelve Members shall form a 

quorum, and if that quorum is not present within an hour of the time 

fixed for the commencement of the Meeting, the Meeting shall be 

adjourned to such time and place as shall be determined by a 

majority of those present, and so on from time to time until a 

quorum is obtained. 

 At all Meetings of Members, unless otherwise provided in the 

Rules, a majority of those present and voting on any question shall 

decide it. 

 The voting upon the election of Officers and Committee (if more 

than the requisite number be nominated), or the admission of a new 

Member, or the decision of any appeal from the Committee as 

provided in Rule 5, shall be by ballot, to be taken at the Meeting in 

such a manner as the person chairing the Meeting shall direct. 

 No Member shall have any right to demand a poll of the Members. 

 All decisions made at a Special Meeting must be ratified at the 

following Annual Meeting. 

 Decisions at Special Meetings involving expenditure of more than 

10% of the Fellowship's assets cannot be implemented until and 

unless they are ratified at the following Annual Meeting. 

 

19. Officers and Committee: 

 

 The Officers and Committee of the Fellowship shall be a President, 

a Vice President, immediate Past President, a Treasurer, a Secretary, 
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7. Professional Practice: 

The Fellowship may set up a Sub-committee on Professional Practice to 

consider any breaches by members of professional practice and etiquette 

referred to it. The Sub-committee may consider the case and, having by 

interview heard the views of the person concerned, shall have power to:  

 dismiss the case 

 issue a caution  

 offer a reprimand 

 recommend to the Committee of the Fellowship the suspension 

from membership for a stated period 

 recommend to the Committee of the Fellowship the termination of 

a minister’s membership of the Fellowship  

8. Persons who have ceased to be Members: 

If, for any reasons whatsoever, any persons shall cease to be Members, 

they shall cease to have any rights, claims or interests whatever in or 

against the Fellowship or its Funds. 

 

9. Re-election: 

Any person who has resigned or been removed from the Fellowship Roll 

may, if otherwise qualified, apply again to be elected a Member, and if re-

elected shall be in all respects in the same position as a Member elected 

for the first time. 

 

10. Subscription: 

10.1  Each Member of the Fellowship enrolled in the appropriate class 

shall pay an annual subscription in respect of each year ending 

December 31st. Annual subscriptions shall be for the amounts 

approved, from time to time, by the Annual Meeting of Members. 

The first subscription shall be due on the date of election, provided 

that if the election is after June 30th in any year, there shall be due 

a half-subscription only in that year. All renewal subscriptions 

shall be due on January 1st each year. The Committee may, at its 

discretion, allow the payment of subscriptions in whole or in 

instalments. 

10.2 Members who are transferred from one class to another shall, for 

the purpose of determining their liabilities for subscription and 
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their right to benefits, be in the same position as if they had first 

been elected on the date of such transfer. 

10.3  No members shall, by reason of their membership, become liable 

for any greater sums than their annual subscriptions and any 

arrears thereof. 

 

11. General Fund: 

 

All subscriptions shall be paid into the General Fund and the income 

thereof shall be applied to payment of all expenses incident to the working 

of the Fellowship. 

 

12. Special Gifts: 

 

The Committee may accept and administer bequests and donations 

specifically given for augmenting the General Fund, provided that if the 

object of the bequest/donation is one not contemplated by the Rules for 

the time being, it must first be approved by a meeting of the Members. 

 

13. Bank Account: 

 

The uninvested monies of the Fellowship shall be kept with some Bank or 

Banks, to be from time to time approved by the Committee, in the names 

of the Treasurer and Secretary or Welfare Secretary for the time being on 

behalf of the Fellowship, and all General Fund cheques shall be signed by 

two of the aforesaid Officers (unless the amount is under £500, in which 

case only one signatory is required). The General Fund Account and any 

Special Account may be from time to time invested (with power to realize 

and to vary investments) as the Committee shall direct.  

 

14. Investments and Trustee: 

 

All investments shall be made in the name of the Custodian Trustee, the 

British and Foreign Unitarian Association. 

 

15. Annual Meeting: 

 

An Annual Meeting of the Members shall be held within six months of the 
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end of the financial year of the Fellowship at such time and place as the 

Committee shall determine. To each Annual Meeting shall be presented a 

Report from the Committee and a duly examined Financial Statement 

from the Treasurer. A Roll of Members shall be kept and revised as 

occasion shall require, under the direction of the Committee, and shall be 

read over at every meeting of the Members or presented in writing in an 

Annual Report. 

 

The Annual Meeting shall confirm the election of the incoming President, 

and elect from among the Members a Vice-President, a Treasurer, a 

Secretary, a Welfare Secretary, Journal Editor, Retired Minister and 

Members of Committee in place of those retiring as hereinafter provided. 

It shall also appoint a competent person to examine the Accounts. It shall 

also transact any other business, subject to any provision of the Rules 

requiring notice of any particular business to be given. 

 

16. Special Meeting: 

 

The Committee may at any time call a Special Meeting of Members. It 

shall be the duty of the Secretary to call a Special Meeting within three 

weeks after receiving a requisition to do so, signed by not less than twelve 

Members and stating the business for which it is desired that such a 

meeting shall be called. No business shall be transacted at any Special 

Meeting except such as has been indicated in the Notice calling the same. 

 

17. Notice of Meeting: 

 

Not less than ten clear days' notice, in writing, shall be given to each 

Member of each Annual and Special Meeting; but the accidental omission 

to give such notice to any Member or Members shall not invalidate the 

proceedings at any such meeting. In any notice of a Special Meeting, it 

shall be sufficient to state generally the nature of the business to be 

brought before the meeting, except insofar as the Rules require more 

particular notice to be given. 

 

18. Proceedings at Annual and Special Meetings: 

 

At each meeting of members, the President shall take the chair, or in the 


