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Dates for your Diary
Sunday services 11.00 to 12.00 

unless otherwise stated  

January
2      Rev. Dr. David Doel

9      Rev. R Pounder (Family Service)

16     Rev. R Pounder (Dr MartinLuther King celebration)

23     Rev. R Pounder 

30     Shammy Webster

February
6      Rev. Dr. David Doel

13     Shammy Webster

20     Rev. R Pounder 

27     Rev. R Pounder

March
6      Rev. R Pounder         

13     Shammy Webster

20     Rev. R Pounder

27     Rev. Dr. David Doel

April
3     Rev. Dr. David Doel

10    Shammy Webster

17    TBA (Minister at GA)

24    Rev. R Pounder                       
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Dear Friends and Members

Welcome to this newsletter. I wish all our readers a happy
New Year. 

We are looking forward here at Chapel as we embark on
new beginnings. Our minister, Bob, has been very active in
the five months since he took up the post. 

Your committee and the minister have held meetings to
assess where chapel stands and how we want to move
forward. We have attempted newer forms of worship and
look forward to a Taize Service soon. 

We have continued to improve the chapel building and
grounds; the entrance area has been painted, possibly
dangerous trees have been cut down and new signage is
planned. 

We have an organist one Sunday per month and a Sunday
School teacher once a month. Respectively they are Ian
Taylor and Helen Fleming, and we welcome them into the
life of our chapel. Their contributions will strengthen us.

The Rev. Dr. David Doel continues to preach once a month
and we are privileged to have him with us. He, and we,
recently celebrated his 80th birthday.

Chapel continues its involvement in the destitution project
and still offers hospitality to Oldham's asylum seekers. On
Christmas Day we co-operated with an  initiative of Meet
Your Muslim Neighbour (MYMN) to feed the needy at our
chapel. This was well received and reported in the Oldham
Chronicle.

T.C
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New Year thoughts...
The Epiphany
Already we have taken down the Christmas tree along with the

Christmas cards that were on the mantelpiece and also strung along

the walls. They all have gone to be recycled and I look hopefully and

optimistically to the New Year, to 2011. The end of Christmas coin-

cides with a festival in the Christian calendar on January 6th known

as the Epiphany, a Greek word that means 'appearance' or 'showing'.

The Christ child in this scenario is revealed to the Gentiles, to the

Wise Men who travelled from the East to see and worship him. The

Epiphany therefore, was seen as a sign that this manifestation, the

good news, the message of Christ, was born, universally for all peo-

ple, for all time. 

The story of the wise men is cryptic to say the least. We have heard

them referred to as Magi and of course as Kings.  The Magi, it is

suggested, were men of a  Persian or priestly caste called the

Magians the followers of Zoroaster.  But the word Magi, according to

scholars also has another meaning - it means astrologers and this is

borne out in Matthew where we can read the words of the Magi or the

Wise Men where they say, "Where is he that is born King of the

Jews? For we have seen his star in the east to Jerusalem."

And we have this beautiful image later in the story of these wise,

wealthy, if not powerful men, kneeling to worship the Christ child with

such joy and humility.  "And when they had opened their treasures

they presented unto him gifts of gold and frankincense and myrrh".

Gold, frankincense and myrrh, gold the gift of Kings and the emblem

of royalty "Hark the herald angels sing" - "Glory to the new born king"

is of course a line from a favourite Christmas carol.  

But this king is the subversion of earthly authority, his kingship is the

end of egotistic power seeking, the end of worshiping glamour and

wealth, it is the proclamation of God's Kingdom on Earth, the gift of

grace. This king is the teacher who tells us that the Kingdom of

Heaven lies within ourselves. 

RP

From the Minister
That Vexed Question

Last October we held a series of meetings in which we looked at our

potential for growth. Our congregation is certainly small and a few more

members or people attending on a Sunday morning would be a very

welcome prospect.

The vexed question is how to achieve some numerical growth in order that

we may achieve our mission within the context of the Unitarian witness.

Over many years our chapel has signalled its progressive values from the

inception of the One World Centre, support for fair trade and actively giving

support to refugees seeking asylum as well as other initiatives.

This has all been very positive and continues to be at the centre of our

work but it has not brought about the growth we would like to have seen.

My contention is that that the size of the congregation does matter and

further, that one object of my ministry at Oldham is to address this issue.

Congregational growth however, is based on this understanding: that we

will not get better by being bigger but only that we will get bigger by being

better.

Being better it seems, can in the first instance begin by dealing with the

needs of the existing congregation, such as addressing the core activity:

the Sunday service. The quality of Sunday worship the variety of themes,

the music, the spiritual message and importantly, the provision of a good

children's Sunday school- all of this is being addressed. We now have

music provided by Ian Taylor and Wynne Simister. We have also had the

contributions of Rod Moors (guitar & vocals). Rod will be playing again for

us on Sunday January 16th. 

Also, we need to constantly remind ourselves how much first impressions

count, how we need to be a welcoming community, in word and deed. The

décor, the state of our building its exterior and interior are all clues to

visitors about our activities, our witness and faith. We want to grow as a

caring community, an alternative religious/ spiritual community that

declares a belief in both faith and freedom of thought.

We should make it clear that as we seek to serve our community and to

grow, we need committed enthusiastic people to join us, to become

involved with us, to share the journey.

Bob
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Celebrating the Life of

Dr Martin Luther King.
Dr Martin Luther King was

one of the most inspirational

men of the 20th century. The

legacy of his courage and his

religious faith remains with us

today. Such was the influence

of this great man, that in the

USA, the third Monday in

January is now known as

Martin Luther King Day.

This year at Oldham Unitarian

Chapel, we too, mark this day on

Sunday January 16th by commemorating his life as part of our weekly

service and later, by screening At the River I Stand, a powerful docu-

mentary film that deals with the final weeks and days of King's life

before his assassination at the Lorraine Motel, Memphis, Tennessee,

April 4th, 1968.

The film depicts the situation in Memphis, Tennessee early in 1968

when 1300 sanitation workers strike for union recognition in the face

of appalling work conditions and wages so low that they qualified for

welfare support. They were supported by their union, the American

Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees (AFSCME) led

by Jerry Wurf. Jerry Wurf was also a close associate of Martin Luther

King.

Earlier, King had risen to prominence in 1955 following the bus boy-

cott in Montgomery Alabama that had been sparked by the refusal of

Rosa Parks to give up her seat to a white passenger. From then on the

civil rights movement, essentially the struggle for equal rights for black

Americans, grew rapidly throughout the southern states. Martin Luther

king was its undisputed leader and an advocate of non-violent struggle.

But civil rights without corresponding economic rights were not enough

to guarantee racial justice as the ensuing struggle in Memphis between

the sanitation workers and the city council  clearly demonstrated.

Documentary footage shows the attack on the strikers by the police and

how high school students got involved. 

This local dispute rapidly escalated, engulfing the whole community

and in the process raising wider political and social questions. At the

same time Dr Martin Luther King became drawn into this struggle pro-

viding a leadership that could articulate the grievances of the  sanitation

workers whilst speaking to a wider audience. It was of course in

Memphis that King met his untimely death but in the end it was a

defeat for reaction, a well-deserved victory for the union and yet

another milestone in the struggle for racial and social equality.

RP

"And so we come full circle . The struggle to eliminate the world's evils

- so flagrant and self-evident that they glare at us from every ghetto

street and rural hovel-can only occur from a profound internal

struggle. “By reaching into beyond ourselves and tapping the

transcendant  moral ethic of love, we shall overcome these evils.

“Love, truth and the courage to do what is right should be our own

guideposts on this lifelong journey. “Martin Luther King, Jr., showed

us the way; he showed us the Dream-and we responded with full

hearts. “Martin was an optimist. “I am too. “I do believe that one day

our strength to love shall bring the Dream to fruition and the Beloved

Community to earth.”  

Coretta Scott King 
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A prayer for this day

God of the dawning, grant me hope for this day

that I may walk in your pathway and live in your light.

God of the morning, grant me purpose to go forward

to respond to the promise of opportunities to love and serve.

God of the noontide, grant me strength as I labour to serve

to keep my head high and fulfil my commitment to the task.

God of the rest-hour, grant me grace to be still

to know the healing balm of time alone, and to find you in the

peace.

God of the evening, grant me space and time

to let go of my responsibilities,

to enjoy the pleasures of rest and the company of those I love.

God of the night, grant me the faith to face the darkness without

fear,

to know that you will hold me in the blessed sleep of time and

eternity.

God of all my days, grant me the promise of days yet to come,

and the thankfulness of past days well used.

Tom Gordon

A member of the Iona Community

(Published in ‘ Growing Hope’)
Although David shares his birth date with St Augustine - November 13th, this

celebration took place on Sunday November 7th immediately after the service,

taken by David. A birthday lunch consisting of a salmon salad, a glass of shiraz,

followed by birthday cake, coffee, cards a gift from chapel members, and a

rousing chorus of ‘Happy Birthday’ combined to create a warm and memorable

event for a much loved minister and friend to Oldham Unitarian Chapel.

The Rev. Dr. David Doel
celebrating his 80th birthday at
Oldham Unitarian Chapel. The
picture shows Marian Nuttall
presenting David with a
birthday cake complete with
candles - but not eighty!
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Editor’s Note:

The Editor welcomes contributions to the Newsletter.
Please submit any items for inclusion to:

Trevor Clarke
5 Sunderland Avenue
Ashton under Lyne

OL6 8PF
Telephone 0161 344 0364

Email: trevor.clarke@hotmail.co.uk

Special thanks from the Oldham Unitarian Chapel Committee to John

Wilkinson of the National Unitarian Fellowship for creating our website:

www.oldhamunitarians.org.uk.

A Taste of Taizé

A workshop for all-comers

Saturday February 5th 2O11.

11.00 a.m. - 3.30p.m.
At

Oldham Unitarian Chapel,

King Street/ Connaught Street,

Oldham,

OL8 1EB.

Join members and friends of the Oldham Unitarian Chapel for a

gentle introduction to the ethos of the ecumenical community,

based in a small village in Burgundy, whose style of worship

has influenced the worship life of congregations around the world.

The Reverend Jeff Gould (Minister, Moderator of the Unitarian

Christian Association) and Mrs. Catherine Fozard (UCA

Treasurer) will lead a workshop that involves learning about the

background and contemporary practices of Taizé. A variety of

chants will be learned, and the day will end with a complete

service.Participants will be equipped to lead worship in their own

congregations.

Schedule

11.00a.m. - Arrivals and coffee/tea

11.30a.m. - Introduction to and exploration of Taizé worship

1.00p.m. - Lunch (Soup, Bread, Cheese, Fruit and Cake)

2.00p.m. - Further work and celebration of a complete service

3.30p.m. - Tea and departures

All are welcome!
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