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Oldham Unitarian Chapel

The One World Café Project

This year we intend to mark 200 years of Unitarianism in Oldham (1813-2013). 

We will celebrate the freedom of our faith by opening the One World Café. This café will be open

to everyone, and will be a resource to the community we seek to serve. It will be a place where

good coffee, company and friendship may be found. It will be a place where volunteers can

work, and where events can take place at affordable prices. 

The One World Café will be a community cafe, not a church café. 

All will be welcome here.



'

students and staff has been

enthusiastic to say the least. The

One World Cafe project will allow

students to have some practical

experience of starting up a

business in a real life situation

and we look forward to continuing

developments in this respect.

As ever, I would like to thank

Reverend Bob Pounder, our

minister, for the hard work he is

putting in above and beyond

what we expect of him. Without

his enthusiasm and ideas, we

would not have such an exciting

year to look forward to.

Your input into chapel, its 

ongoing work and its plans for

the future would always be 

welcomed and appreciated by

your committee, of course. We

would love to see you, too, at our

social events throughout the

year.

Currently we are getting help

from Voluntary Action Oldham

with the process of setting

ourselves up as a Community

Interest Company to run the café,

and with help in obtaining 

finance. Bob and I are enrolled

on two one-day courses to help

further our understanding of the

processes involved.

Our ambitions for the One World

Café is that it should serve the

community of Oldham. Currently

we have links with ADS 

(Addiction Dependency Services)

and the Key Ring Art Group, are

regularly using our chapel. Both

organisations are keen 

supporters of the One World Cafe

project. Importantly, we are 

looking forward to working with

the Business Studies Department

of Oldham's Sixth Form College

as we invite students to become

stakeholders in this project. The

initial response from the college

Dear Members and Friends,

May I wish you a happy new year

and welcome you to our first

newsletter of 2013.

We continue to celebrate the

cycle of chapel life on a weekly

and annual basis, but this year

we look forward to celebrating an

event over a longer cycle as our

bicentenary occurs in November

of this year.

We are hoping to complete the

opening of our One World in

order to commemorate our two

hundredth year. This will involve

a lot of planning, arranging of

finance and the refurbishment of

the building. Some of the 

planning has already been done.

We have visited similar café

projects at the Church of the

Nazarene in Ashton under Lyne,

and at the Café Unity   in Heald

Green, Stockport, to get ideas.

Café Unity’s manager, Sarah

Pritchard, addressed a meeting

at our chapel last year where she

spoke enthusiastically about her

experience of running a 

community café. This inspiring

and successful meeting was 

featured in the Oldham 

Chronicle. Both she and the

founder of  Café Unity, Reverend

Charles Nevan, have offered their

ongoing advice and support to

us. APM Design have drawn up

preliminary plans and ideas for

the café  that have included a

CGI (Computer Generated

Image) or what in the past, we

may have referred to as an

'artists impression' of the cafe.

The CGI is, of course pictured on

the front page of this newsletter.

The One World Café
Our Project to Celebrate 200 Years

Trevor Clarke, Chapel President

Café Unity, Heald Green, Stockport
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KIDS ON SUNDAY
Held on the second Sunday C every month

with Helen Fleming.

Everybody Welcome
StaBs at 11 a.m.

Stories, Drawing, Painting, Activities

www.oldhamunitarians.org.uk

And what does the Lord require of you
But to do justly,
To love mercy,

And to walk humbly with your God

From the Minister. . .

This year is an important year in the history of

the Unitarian Chapel in Oldham. We have

reached our bicentenary year: 1813-2013.

This is no mean achievement. In today's 

secular world, the case for the religious / 

spiritual life is often shouted down by 

campaigners who exhibit an intolerance that

is as unreasonable as the 'fundamentalism'

they claim to oppose. However, Unitarianism

has  always been associated with tolerance

and freedom of thought. The spiritual, poetic

truths of the Bible, in the four gospels, for ex-

ample, are more important for us than any

historical veracity.

Our church in Oldham was actually born out of

the struggle to find a way in which religion could

allow freedom of thought, conscience, and a

more rational approach to scripture. At the time,

this was not an easy thing to do and those who

did could fall foul of the blasphemy laws. 

However, in 1813 the law was amended in

what was known as the Doctrine of the Trinity

Act 1813. Known also as the Unitarian Relief

Act, this new law now meant that Unitarians

would enjoy the same freedom of worship as

other dissenting Protestants.

This year we seek to do two things. To continue

as we always have done, to value our Unitarian

community, to grow, to welcome visitors and to

welcome enquirers. Secondly, as we move on

with our project to create the One World Cafe,

we seek to open ourselves as a community 

resource to the people of Oldham in any way

that we can even if that just means serving up

a cup of coffee to someone. We look forward

to being able to do that.

Our anniversary celebrations will take place

over the weekend of November 16th - 17th.

This promises to be an auspicious year, 

heralding a new chapter and another hundred

years of the Unitarian witness in Oldham.

All good wishes

Bob 

Happy Birthday Stella

100 Years!
On Saturday December 22nd, Mrs Stella Greenwood

reached her hundredth birthday and received her

birthday card from the Queen. Stella now lives at the 

Treelands Care Home, Oldham. She is pictured here

with Mrs Marian Nuttall looking at a card from the

Chapel congregation. 

Stella Greenwood  is a life long member of Oldham

Unitarian Chapel. Her parents, her brother and his wife

and her sister Joyce were also members of the Chapel.

Stella lived in London for most of her working life but

was a regular visitor to the chapel whenever she visited

Oldham. On her retirement she returned to Oldham and

from there continued her membership and  to worship

regularly at the Unitarian Chapel.

An Entertaining

Evening with Ken Leech

Friday March 22nd

7.30 p.m

Oldham Unitarian Chapel 

Anglican priest, Ken Leech

looks back on his life and ministry.

See website for more details



Sunday Services

January

Sunday January 6th at 11a.m. Prof. A. Williams

Sunday January 13th at 11a.m. Rev. R. Pounder

(Family Service)

Sunday January 20th at 11a.m. Rev. R. Pounder 

Sunday January 27th at 11a.m. Rev. R. Pounder 

February

Sunday February 3rd at 11a.m. Rev. R. Pounder

Sunday February 10th at 11a.m. Rev. R. Pounder

(Family Service)

Sunday February 17th at 11a.m. Rev. R. Pounder

Sunday February 24th at 11a.m. Rev. R. Pounder

March

Sunday March  3rd at 11a.m. Rev. R. Pounder 

Sunday March 10th at 11a.m. Rev. R. Pounder

(Family Service)

Sunday March 17th at 11a.m. Rev. Pounder                     

Sunday March 24th at 11a.m. Rev. R. Pounder

(Palm Sunday)

Sunday March 31st at 11a.m. Rev. R. Pounder

(Easter Sunday)

April

Sunday April 7th at 11a.m. Rev. R. Pounder  

Sunday April 14th at 11a.m. Rev. R. Pounder

(Family Service)

Sunday April 21st at 11a.m. Rev. R. Pounder

Sunday April  28th at 11a.m. Rev. R. Pounder 

Oldham Unitarian Chapel

founded in 1813
is open to all who wish to worship

with an open mind,

in a spirit of freedom, reason 

and tolerance.

We do not all hold the same beliefs,

rather each person is encouraged 

‘to develop his or her faith

in a continuing search for truth.’

President: Mr T. Clarke  Tel. 0161 344 0364

Treasurer: Mrs M. Nuttall Tel. 0161 287 3371

Secretary: Mrs. C. Hall Tel. 01706 841 798

Minister: Rev. R. Pounder Tel. 0161 339 6740

Unitarian Chapel

Connaught Street / King Street

Oldham

OL8 1EB

Tel: 0161 620 1810

Lettings Officer:  Mrs M. Nuttall 

0161 287 3371

Registered Charity No. 1111295

Noticeboard & News

Folk Music: Songs, Guitar, etc. All welcome. Once a month, usually Thursday evenings from 7.30 p.m. 

Sat 2nd March, 7.30 p.m. Folk Night: ‘Free & Easy’ includes potato pie supper – £5.00 on the door.

We are currently exploring ways of working with ADS (Addiction Dependency Solutions) and other 

voluntary organisations in Oldham.

Events at www.oldhamunitarians.org.uk

Contact: 07837558036


