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FOR YOUR DIARY 

Saturday, 22 June – Mountain Litter Pick at Gellionnen at 10am,  

Friday, 5 July – Highland Place Annual Lecture at 7pm.  Speaker Ann Clwyd MP. 

Sunday, 7 July – District Rally.  Lunch at the Aubrey Arms, Bonvilston at 11:45am, followed by a Service 

with Cardiff Unitarians at the Friends Meeting House at 3:30pm. 

Saturday, 3 August – Copy deadline for the next issue of the District News. 

Sunday, 18 August – Annual Folk Service at Gellionnen. 

Saturday, 31 August – Strawberry Tea at Hen Dŷ Cwrdd, Trecynon from 10 a.m. 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

The Annual General Meeting of the South East Wales Unitarian Society was held at Highland Place 
Church, Aberdare at 11am on Sunday, 28 April.  

Following the opening devotions District President Diana Bianchi guided us through a review of the year’s 
work as detailed in reports contained in the printed Annual Report.  Mr Alun Watts of Highland Place 
congregation was installed as the new District President and officers for the ensuing period were elected.  
(For a full list of officers visit www.ukunitarians.org.uk/sewus/committee.htm)  

Our thanks go to the Highland Place congregation for providing an excellent buffet following the service 
and for hosting a most successful event. 

[Please see also the Aberdare News and the Picture Gallery for further coverage of this event.] 

FROM THE DISTRICT PRESIDENT 

I was honoured recently to accept the Presidency of the South East Wales Unitarian Society for the next 
two years.  I will endeavour to serve as the representative of our denomination to the best of my ability. 

Over the next two years, I will visit each congregation in the District to engage with as many people as 
possible, to examine how we can publicise and promote the Unitarian and Free Christian Churches in our 
area. 

I understand that I am the 74th President of SEWUS since C H Perkins from Swansea was installed as 
our first President in 1891.  I am also the 13th President from the Highland Place congregation.  The 
number 13 in our family is a lucky number as our first granddaughter was born on 13th June 1996 and I 
certainly hope it is a lucky omen for my presidency. 

Unlike most of my predecessors, I do not hail from a Unitarian family or background.  So, I thought I 
would share with you the story of the journey that led to my wife Anne and I calling Highland Place 
Church - ‘Our Church’. 
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I was born and bred in Cwmbach a village about 2 miles 
outside Aberdare.  At one time the village did have a 
Unitarian Chapel but that closed in 1935 long before I was 
born.  When I was growing up in the late 1940s and early 
1950s the chapel was rented to a local Apostolic 
congregation and I did visit the chapel then as they held 
“Band of Hope meetings for the local children. 

I was brought up in a Nonconformist household and my 
family were members of Capel Yr Annibynwyr, “Bryn 
Seion” in Cwmbach.  I attended chapel three times on a 
Sunday, in the morning with my grandmother and also in 
the afternoon to Ysgol Sul.  I accompanied my parents to 
the evening service. 

Anne and I were married in 1971 and in 1972 we bought a 
house in Beddau near Llantrisant. 

We then attended an Independent chapel there called Castellau.  Anne became a Sunday School teacher 
and I served on the chapel committee, eventually becoming the Chapel Secretary. 

Our daughter Laura was born in 1975 and we decided to return to the Cynon Valley.  We moved to our 
present house in 1977. 

As Anne and I had attended Sunday School from an early age we wanted Laura to follow suit.  We looked 
around and were told that Highland Place had a thriving Sunday School. 

I can recall discussing the above with a work colleague, John, who happened to be a deacon in a Baptist 
Church in Cardiff.  He was of course supportive of the idea of sending Laura to a Sunday School – until I 
mentioned that it was in a Unitarian Church.  John exploded!  He told me, “you cannot send your 
daughter there, they are not Christian.”  Actually, we found the liberal values and tolerant attitude of this 
church more in keeping with the teachings of Jesus than those preached by some traditional 
denominations. 

Well, you can imagine, I was taken aback by John’s outburst.  This was of course pre internet, so Anne 
and I invited Eric Jones who was then the minister of Highland Place to discuss our dilemma. 

Having spoken to Eric suffice to say that Laura and then Gareth who was born in 1979 attended Sunday 
School at Highland Place.  They participated in the Eisteddfodau which were then arranged by the 
Society and in various services in Highland Place especially at Christmas.  Consequently, both Anne and 
myself began attending services at Highland Place. 

Anne has been President of both the Highland Place Women’s League and the District Women’s League 
and is presently secretary of the Highland Place Women’s League.  We both serve on the Church 
committee at Highland Place and I am the Minute Secretary and Gift Aid co-ordinator for the Church. 

That, briefly, is the story of my journey to SEWUS President. 

My first act as President was to attend an Inter-Faith service held on Sunday 5th May at Swansea 
Unitarian Church.  This service brought to an end the Swansea Pride Festival.  It was a moving service 
conducted by the Rev Wyn Thomas, with many faiths, and people of no faith, taking part.  I was able to 
speak to people from the Quaker community, the Salvation Army and the United Reform Church. 

I would like to thank Diana for being our President for the past two years.  I know she has represented the 
Society at various events in that time.  I would like to thank her for her leadership and hope she will have 
a well-earned rest from her onerous duties. 

I would also like to thank our Secretary Lis and our Treasurer Eric for their unstinting work for the Society 
over many years. 

Alun Watts 

FROM THE SECRETARY OF THE UNITARIAN WELSH DEPARTMENT 

Since the publication of the last newsletter Unitarians Wales have been very busy as usual.  The new 
Chief Officer, Liz Slade chose to visit Wales as the first stop of her whistle stop tour of the country on the 
25th March.  It was a valuable opportunity for her to meet not only members of her staff, members of the 
Unitarians Wales committee, but also District officers.   

 

 
 



Being a day shorter this year there was even more rushing around, and I am very grateful to Diana, Julie, 
Lis, Manon, Rory and Wyn for helping with the slot on Wednesday afternoon. 

Immediately after the GA it was down to Llanmadog Christian Centre on the Gower for a couple of days 
with a crowd of young Unitarians.  The weather was beautiful, the location stunning and the children and 
young people were a delight to be with.  It was so good to see the different Sunday schools and youth 
clubs getting together, forming friendships and establishing connections for the future.  It was especially 
good to be able to welcome Megan from Gellionnen to the group as it was very brave of her to come on 
her own to join in with a group of people that she had never met before and for her to have fitted in so 
comfortably.  I hope that this will be the start of a more regular programme of activities for our young 
people. 

Swansea Pride was another very enjoyable and successful event which we attended this year, and 
having chosen a wedding theme for our party and stand it provided a great opportunity to advertise our 
chapels that hold a same-sex wedding licence.  Congratulations to Swansea Unitarians for the wonderful 
LGBT+ Interfaith service hosted at the church to close the official Pride celebrations for the week.  It was 
a very moving and beautiful experience which opened our doors, not only to those who would not 
normally attend a Unitarian church, but also to those who had never heard of Unitarianism.   

Congratulations too to Alun Watts on becoming President of SEWUS and we look forward to working with 
him on the Unitarians Wales committee for the next two years.  Our thanks to Diana Bianchi who has now 
stepped down after her term as SEWUS President came to an end.   

Finally, a reminder that Unitarians Wales will be holding two events at Capel Penrhiw Sain Ffagan this 
year.  The first will be the Sunday School Festival which will be held on the 9th June at 2 o’clock, and the 
next will be on the 8th September at 3 o’clock.  This coincides with the Food Fair at the museum which 
means that there’ll be a much better opportunity to welcome more visitors and to share our faith.  I will 
have some parking tickets, so please do let me know if you intend to attend, so that I can get them out to 
you.  Enjoy the summer and I hope that you’ll manage to attend some of our events over the coming 
months. 

Melda Grantham 

THOUGHT FOR NOW 

(We are indebted to Anne Jones for bringing the following to our attention.) 

They are wise who do not grieve for the things that they don’t have, but rejoice for those which they have.  
Epictetus (c. 55 – 135 AD) 

ABERDARE 

Women’s League 

I am pleased to say that, at this time, some of our members are beginning to make a welcome recovery.  
Celia Evans has made a return to Church and Anne Jones and Margaret Slocombe are continuing to 
recover well.  However, Jean Rees is still hospitalised, and Dorothy Jones continues to be very unwell.  
Diane Jones is in Mountain Ash Hospital and Pat Dennis is continuing to recover from injuries.  Joy 
Foster is struggling with a hip problem and Betty Evans is coping with her mobility problems.  We are 
delighted that Barbara Hughes’ sister Sandra is making a good recovery and to welcome Barbara back 
into our midst after caring for Sandra.  A speedy recovery is wished for all. 

On 20th March, we had a successful District meeting and enjoyed wonderful hospitality offered by the 
ladies of Cefn Coed Women’s League, once again.  Our thanks to all concerned. 

Afternoon tea beckoned on 27th March and the catering by Cwmdare Social Club treated us to splendid 
tea with cakes galore. 

We had an interesting and informative meeting about ‘Easter customs’ on 3rd April and everyone learned 
something new. 

On 10th April, I gave a talk on ‘Elizabeth Andrews,’ a BBC icon and a remarkable lady, who was born in 
Hirwaun.  As a pioneer, she left a legacy of nursery education, pit baths to alleviate women’s domestic 
lives and life-changing, improved healthcare for women and children, at large. 

Members enjoyed a social gathering in Dare Country Park in our last Spring meeting on 17th April. 
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On 1st May, we began our Summer season with a planning meeting, which was only partially successful 
as we were depleted in numbers.   

On 8th May, we enjoyed ‘Pandora’s Box,’ when members revived nostalgic memories and finally, we have 
had to cancel our Women’s League’s meeting on 15th May due to building work on the roof of the 
schoolroom. 

Our Branch AGM will now be held on 22nd May. 

Best Wishes to all 
Anne Watts 

On March 24th, a short service led by Tony Foster was followed by our AGM.  A well-attended meeting 
was chaired by our Congregation Chairman, Humphrey Evans.  Reports were presented by Treasurer, 
Merrilee Jones and by the various church support groups.  Our thanks to all for their hard work during the 
past year. 

The SE Wales District AGM was held at 
Highland Place church on Sunday, April 21st.  
It was an excellent business meeting chaired 
by outgoing President Diana Bianchi.  
Reports were presented and accepted, and 
officers were elected.  At the end of the 
meeting Alun Watts was installed as the new 
District President for the next two years.  Our 
thanks go to Diana for her hard work during 
her presidency and congratulations to Alun.  
A memorable service followed the AGM, 
which was arranged and conducted by Alun, 
with members of his family participating.  
Laura and Gareth read the 100th Psalm in 
English and Welsh respectively, whilst 
Lauren, Ava, Joshua and Oliver sang ‘This is 
me’.  Our thanks to Grace Jones for accompanying on piano and playing the organ for the hymns.   
We were very pleased that all present were able to attend the buffet following the service.  This was 
hosted (very efficiently, I might add) by the Men’s Group and a celebratory cake was cut by Alun.  A big 
thank you to members of Highland Place congregation for providing the food. 

We held a short service in the school room on April 14th, conducted by Humphrey Evans which was 
followed by a Bread and Cheese lunch.  This was in aid of the Welsh Department Mental Health Charity 
Appeal.  A collection was taken and £150 was raised and donated to New Horizons a local charity which 
supports people suffering with mental health problems.  Our thanks to Angela and Richard Jones for the 
catering. 

After our service on May 12th, led by Lis Dyson-Jones, members of the congregation joined together for 
Sunday lunch at The Marquis in Aberdare.  A very enjoyable time was had by all and our thanks go to Joy 
Foster for making the arrangements. 

Builders moved into Highland Place in May to carry out Phase One of the essential repairs needed.  All 
lead work and hundreds of slates were replaced on the roof of the schoolroom.  Some understandable 
disruption was caused to our Coffee Mornings, Meditation Group and Women’s League meetings, but our 
thanks to the builders for the clean and efficient manner they carried out their work.  Work has also been 
carried out in Hen Dŷ Cwrdd, Trecynon.  Electricity has been installed so we now have some lighting and 
a little heat as well.  Our thanks to Pen y Cymoedd Trust for their support.  A request for major grant 
funding is to be made to Pen y Cymoedd and the National Lottery to complete the renovation, to build a 
Tea Room as well as employ a person to develop activities at the centre.  It is hoped that it will be used 
for Welsh Language activities as well as a ‘break-out’ space for the Coliseum theatre with the use of their 
car parking facilities.  Exciting times! 

Our best wishes go to Marion Davies on celebrating her 99th birthday and our congratulations to Dyfan 
Jones (son of Anne and Eric) for being involved in composing the music for Vivienne Westwood’s 
Fashion Show in London.  Also, for providing the music for a production by the Royal Shakespeare 
Company at Stratford and Dyfan has been working, composing and directing a children’s pageant for the 
Urdd National Eisteddfod in Cardiff, and a production in Welsh by Theatre Genedlaethol Cymru. 

Important Dates for your diaries. 

Friday 5th July is the date for the Highland Place Annual Lecture.  Ann Clwyd MP will speak on her 
experiences in Parliament.  We look forward to seeing you there. 

 
 
 



Saturday 31st August, it is hoped a Strawberry Tea will be held at Hen Dŷ Cwrdd, Trecynon by the 
‘Friends of’ Hen Dŷ Cwrdd’.  Development Plans will be on display.  We hope as many as possible will be 
able to support this event. 

Tony Foster 

CARDIFF UNITARIANS / UNDODIAID CAERDYDD 

Several Cardiff members attended the national Annual Meetings in Birmingham.  We have also been 
active in supporting events in Cardiff including the United Nations Anti-Racism Day march across Cardiff, 
a talk about Islam and Climate Change with the United Nations Association and the first Trans Pride 
event in Cardiff.   

In April our theme was Crucifixion and Resurrection.  We talked about the spiritual meaning of dying and 
rising again, that sometimes a kind of dying and rising again happens in our souls.  In our Easter service 
we heard from the poet Maya Angelou, with her powerful poem reflecting the African American 
experience “Still I rise”: 

You may write me down in history   Leaving behind nights of terror and fear 
With your bitter, twisted lies,    I rise 
You may trod me in the very dirt   Into a daybreak that’s wondrously clear 
But still, like dust, I'll rise...    I rise 

Bringing the gifts that my ancestors gave, 
You may shoot me with your words,  I am the dream and the hope of the slave. 
You may cut me with your eyes,   I rise 
You may kill me with your hatefulness,  I rise 
But still, like air, I’ll rise...   I rise.  
 
Stephen Lingwood 
 
 

CEFNCOED 

Women’s League 

Our League meeting on Wednesday, 29 May was ‘different’.  We had decided that we needed a change 
and had arranged to have Afternoon Tea at the Drovers Arms, a local hostelry on the main road through 
the village.  The pub is only a couple of hundred yards from the chapel so, despite its name, we didn’t 
need any shepherding in getting there (or in getting home after the visit!)  

Eight of us were able to attend and we had a lovely afternoon in a friendly atmosphere.  The food, a good 
selection of sandwiches with a variety of cakes, was delicious.  We had a fine chat together afterwards 
and a thoroughly good afternoon was enjoyed by all. 

Out and about 

The Hen Dŷ Cwrdd contingent much enjoyed their visit to Highland Place, Aberdare on 28 April for the 
District AGM and Service.  We congratulate Alun Watts on his installation as District President and we 
wish him well. 

Three members attended a lecture organised by the Jewish History Association at Canolfan Soar Merthyr 
Tydfil on 3 June.  As a consequence, the Men’s Group is contemplating a visit to the Association’s touring 
exhibition at the Aberdare Museum (13–17 August) or at Merthyr Central Library (19–24 August). 

Antipodean Visitors 

At our service conducted by Rev. Eric Jones on Sunday 6 May, we were pleasantly surprised to welcome 
Australian visitors Andrew and Cherie.  Andrew comes originally from Caerphilly and the couple stayed 
there on their visit to Wales.  They found us through searching ‘Unitarian’ on the Internet and, after a 
phone-call to establish the time of service, sped up the A470 to join us.  We were pleased to have their 
company at the service and afterwards for a cup of tea and a chat. 

Good News 

It is good to report that after several months spent receiving medical care at a number of different 
locations Marian Saunders is much happier being back in the comfort of her own home with her husband 
Arthur.  Good also that Arthur is recovering from his knee operation and is able to help with Marian’s 
recuperation.  We send them our best wishes. 

Ken Morgan 



NOTTAGE 

A celebration of the 364th Anniversary of the General Baptist Assembly was held on Saturday, 11th May at 
Nottage Chapel.  The Assembly is actually 371 years old, but seven meetings were missed over the 
years due to wars etc. 

The event was attended by around 30 members who travelled from as far away as Kent, East and West 
Sussex, Hampshire, Gloucestershire, Wiltshire as well as Glamorgan and the Anniversary Service was 
conducted by Reverend Lewis Rees on the theme of “Preparing for the future by building upon the Past”. 

A splendid lunch and high tea were provided by the membership of Nottage Chapel and Reverend Lewis 
thanked them for their hard work in preparing the chapel for the Anniversary celebration, as well as the 
christening which was held on the following day during the Sunday Service, welcoming approximately 70 
people to the christening of Master Ronald (Ronnie) Torkington-Cook; great-grandson of Mrs Eileen 
Torkington.  The Minister used his address to inform those present of the significance of 
christening/baptism in a Unitarian and Free Christian concept. 

One of our members, June Pattimore is unwell at the moment and is unable to attend the Sunday 
services.  We wish her a speedy recovery. 

Also, Nottage Chapel members would like to welcome back to the congregation Harry and Janet Hales 
who have recently moved back to Porthcawl. 

Jeannie Monks 

SWANSEA 

The Swansea Congregation have been busy during the last few months. 

The first weekend in May saw Swansea Pride take place.   

The church had a spring clean and was decorated with the rainbow colours just in time for the filming for 
the BBC Coverage of the Swansea Pride on the Welsh news.  Rory and Melda spoke on camera and the 
women of the congregation were filmed decorating the church. 

On the Saturday there was the parade through Swansea.  Local Unitarians had taken the theme of 
marriage and were dressed for a wedding complete with bride and groom for the parade.  The Parade 
ended at the Waterfront Museum where many stalls filled the area both inside and out.  The Unitarian 
stall was decorated with the theme of marriage, including a bottle of champagne! 

On the Sunday we had the LGBT Interfaith service in our church.  We were amazed to see the building 
filled to capacity with many different faiths taking part.  The Jewish representative was Norma Glass who 
spoke of the links between the two communities.  Apparently, Unitarians let them use the church when 
their synagogue was bombed.  And 50 years later her husband was the architect who drew up the plans 
for the rebuilding of the Swansea Church after the fire.  Rev Wyn Thomas led the service and gave a very 
moving talk.  Many thanks to all who came to support this venture and to Rory and Melda for their efforts. 

Lynn has been helping the electrician to repair the lights in the studio.  They are most impressive.  We 
also had to replace the main fuse box a few weeks later.  And sort out the boiler for the water heater.  
However, the kitchen is being decluttered and cleaned.  Anyone want cups and saucers?  We emptied 
out 3 full cupboards!  We have another working party on Friday, so our kitchen is slowly improving. 

Lynn has also been busy with the outside of the church.  He is being helped to clear the graveyard at the 
back by Unity in Diversity who rent our hall.  Lynn has also ordered the plants for the baskets and troughs 
for the front of the church.  They usually give a good display. 

It is with some sadness that we have to say goodbye to Melda as her period of ministry work experience 
comes to an end.  She has given us several interesting services and has supported the work of the 
church committee.  It has been really good to have her positivity and fresh ideas, although free breakfasts 
to the public on Sunday were overruled!  We wish you all the best for your studies. 

Swansea Congregation sends good wishes to all in the District. 

Hilda Dumpleton 

 

 
 
 
 



 

TREBANOS 

GELLIONNEN 

Time moves on too fast!  Our daffodils in the graveyard have been succeeded by lovely drifts of bluebells.  
We have listened to the song of the lark and back in very early May we heard the sound of the cuckoo. 

Congratulations to Katy Clark and Siân Evans who have celebrated their twenty-first birthdays. 

At Swansea University’s “Bigger Picture Festival” a Unitarian stand was supported by Swansea and 
Gellionnen Unitarians and our Welsh Department Secretary Melda Grantham. 

On Saturday, 4th May – the day of the Swansea Pride 
March – it was cold but sunny.  Ten of us took part and we 
were pleasantly surprised to see the three best-looking 
(Gwennan, Hannah and Eleanor) pictured together on the 
BBC Ten o’clock News.  The weekend brought Rev Wyn 
Thomas to the High Street Church for Sunday afternoon 
service.  We were honoured by the presence of people of 
many persuasions and none, several of whom chose to 
speak, and we were delighted by the group which chose to 
sing.  Tea and biscuits afterwards gave us further opportunity 
to talk. 

On Easter Sunday morning we received greetings from Mair and Clive Evans.  We have missed them 
over recent months due to Clive being unwell and were happy to know that we are as much in their 
thoughts as they are in ours.  Sandra Beynon’s simnel cake was worth coming to chapel for. 

Gwennan Evans’ service of blessing was celebrated by Julie Nedin.  Her sister Siân’s service of blessing 
took place when she was an infant and was conducted by Dr Elwyn Davies.  Somehow Gwennan’s 
service never happened, and as she grew older she was given the option.  After two years of careful 
thought and at the age of fifteen she decided she would like to have the same thing!  She requested that 
Julie take the service, that Lawrence Bowen provide the music and Rhys and Rory Castle Jones be her 
lifetime supporters.  Several friends and relatives were there and at the end of service Gwen was 
presented with a beautiful pink orchid to mark the occasion.  We finished up with a chapel party.  Say 
what you like, we Unitarians are good at celebrating.  Gwen was told that the chapel would make a 
donation to the charity of her choice to mark the occasion.  She chose the Pontardawe Arts Centre which 
has a busy and creative programme, particularly for young people.  A cheque for £100 has been 
presented. 

We were thrilled to hear of Aneirin Jones’ success at the Welsh Folk Awards 2019.  Prizes were 
presented in the BBC Hodinott Hall at the Millennium Centre.  Aneirin, who plays the fiddle was involved 
in three groups winning three prizes: - Best Album – “Tŷ Ein Tadau”; Best Traditional Welsh Song – 
“Ffoles Llantrisant”; Best Live Act – “Pendevig”, a super-group formed in 2018 at the prestigious Lorient 
Festival in Brittany.  Aneirin plays with us in Gellionnen Chapel every Christmas Eve as do his two gifted 
brothers Hywel and Caradog. 

The chimney sweep has made his annual visit and made a few repairs to the log-burning stove.  The 
hearth has now been swept and we shall not see a glowing fire again until the autumn. 

We look forward to a Mountain Litter Pick on 22nd June and our Annual Folk Service on 18th August. 

Marian Littlepage 

WICK 

Our best bit of news is the completion of our toilet rebuilding.  It was a very complicated procedure as the 
original was just a build-on between a wall and some graves.  It had become completely detached from 
the chapel building, but now has been expertly replaced with a new, externally old-looking but internally 
modern, structure.  We are so grateful to Philemon Williams and the local builders who arranged it. 

Our members are so supportive and take part willingly in our service and we especially love to see the 
children when they attend.  My thanks to them all, in particular Helen who has a very long journey to 
collect me (and return me) for our services.  We always say – our building may be small, but our 
congregation is large and warm-hearted, and always ready with a welcome. 

Our best wishes to all in our District. 

Julianne Morgan 

 



 

Laura and Gareth 

 

Laura, Ava, Joshua and Lauren 
 

Cutting the cake 

 

It’s time for food. 

MEN’S GROUP 

We met on Thursday 11th April for a visit to the Penderyn Furniture and Antiques Company at the old 
Soar chapel in Penderyn (memories for myself as I used to attend Soar as a child). This was followed by 
a short ride up to the historic St. Cynog’s church. This has been the site of religious worship since the 6th 
Century. The first small timber church was burned down during one of the periodic outbreaks of war 
between the Marcher lords. The oldest part of the current building is the west tower, dating to the 13th 
century. The rest of the church is largely the result of late Victorian rebuilding which removed many of the 
medieval features. The church stands within a large circular churchyard, holding an estimated 10,000 
burials. It was thought to be an honour to buried at Penderyn. Certainly, the number of extravagant family 
vaults near the tower suggest that numerous wealthy families considered it worthwhile to bury their dead 
there! Within the stone wall enclosing the churchyard is set a fold, or pen, for storing stray sheep. The 
oldest stained glass is the striking west window, given in 1886 by the Morgan family of Bodwigiad. (I wish 
I’d had all this information to hand during the visit. Sorry friends, but you know now!). Sadly, the church is 
now closed, and we were unable to gain entry as there is no public liability insurance on the building. At 
least I am lucky enough to have memories of the interior. We then motored over the mountain road for 
lunch at the New Inn in Rhigos. 

On a quite windy May 9th we met up at Cwmbach, near Aberdare for a visit to the site of the now 
demolished Unitarian chapel, although we were unable to find the commemorative plaque that was there 
at one time. We then moved on down the road to see St Mary’s Church and then to the site of the very 
first Co-operative store in Wales, though Alun Watts soon burst our bubble when he told us that it was not 
the very first, but it was the longest lasting. Alun gave us an extremely interesting talk on the history of 
Cwmbach, pointing out places of special interest. This is a talk well worth hearing. Thank you, Alun. It 
was then on to the Ynyscynon Inn for refreshments. We meet next on 27th June, destination is yet to be 
confirmed. 

Tony Foster 

MORE PHOTOGRAPHS FROM THE AGM 
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ABOUT THIS PUBLICATION 

Copy-deadline for the next issue of the South East Wales Unitarian News: Saturday, 3 August. 
Items for publication should be sent to:- kenneth.morgan25@talktalk.net or  
Ken Morgan, 25c Holford Street, Cefn Coed y Cymer, Merthyr Tydfil, CF48 2RW.  Tel: 01685 379016.  

 

 


