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MINISTER’S LETTER
Dear Friends
Although there seems to be little sign of it yet, I am writing this letter
on the first day of Spring. It actually feels quite wintery today and
snow is forecast for tomorrow but hopefully, by the time you read
this, things will have started to improve. I had a quick walk around
my garden this morning to see what is happening - it was quick
though because it was quite cold! The bulbs are fighting to make
their way through the still waterlogged soil and buds are starting to
swell on some of the bushes but I think they will be a few weeks yet
before they are out. The grass has started to grow a little and one or
two weeds are growing on the paths so the signs are there when I
look closely enough. The leaves on the hawthorns along the M67 in
Denton appeared a couple of weeks ago but I suspect that has more
to do with the heat from passing cars than with the turn of the seasons but it is one of the signs I look for every year as an early indication that the new season's growth is about to begin.
There is lovely prayer in the Easter Day service in the old Orders of
Worship books which I would like to share with you. I will not attempt to update the language, you can do that yourselves if you
wish, the more traditional language has a certain beauty anyway.
Almighty God, our Creator and Preserver, we thank thee for the
spring-time, in which thou renewest the face of the earth and quickeneth every living thing. When earth and air and sky are full of
beauty, proclaiming blessing and praise, our hearts would not be
thankless nor our lips dumb. We bless thee, the All-Good, whose
mercy is boundless, whose grace is infinite. Thou who carest for the
trees and the flowers; ever-living and never-failing Spirit; revive and
renew our life, that we may bring forth the fruit of good works, as disciples of him who came to quicken in human hearts the seed of eternal life. Amen
Every blessing,
Andrew

WARDEN’S NOTES
You may recall that last month I informed you of the decision of Margaret Andrews to retire from her position as Treasurer. Margaret has now
said that if necessary she will spend another year working with the new
treasurer to try to ensure a smooth and efficient handover. We are
grateful to Margaret for this offer. Unfortunately Beryl Plant has now
decided to retire as Secretary; Beryl has some ongoing health problems and feels she is unable to continue to give sufficient time to her
secretarial duties.
This obviously means that we need to appoint two senior officers at the
AGM on 12th May. This situation was discussed by the Church Committee and it was felt that it may help people to know the duties of the two
officers. Below are the “job descriptions”, please consider them carefully and if you feel you would like to have a try please contact Ken or
any committee member.
Treasurer
•
Keep records of income and expenditure
•
Keep insurance up to date
•
Control our investments
•
Provide committee with monthly statements
•
Provide audited end of year statement to the AGM
•
Pay bills on time including utility bills
•
Keep a check on energy prices
•
Arrange payment of Ministers salary (please note this function
will shortly be handed over to a specialist charitable payroll
organisation to comply with new PAYE and NI legislation)
•
Keep control of Envelope and Gift Aid scheme
Secretary
•
Handle all incoming and outgoing correspondence
•
Keep records of all rites of passage.
•
Provide an agenda for all committee meetings
•
Keep accurate detailed minutes of all committee meetings and
distribute accordingly
I can see that these lists can appear quite daunting but rest assured
you will get plenty of help if you feel you need it. I ask you all to think
seriously about this.

Some people who perhaps would like to be more involved with committee work etc may have worries that the meetings are held at an inconvenient time. Let me just say that nothing is written in stone, we are
flexible, things can and will be changed if it is of benefit to the congregation as a whole.
Ken

EAST CHESHIRE UNION OF UNITARIAN AND FREE
CHRISTIAN CHURCHES
The ECU Annual General Meeting will be held at Stalybridge Unitarian
Church on Saturday 4th May at 2.30pm.

ARTS AND CRAFTS
The 83rd Arts and Crafts Exhibition will be held at Old Chapel Dukinfield
on Saturday 11th May 2013

OBITUARY
We are sad to report that Mrs Peggy Hadfield passed away recently.
Her family was greatly involved in Sunday School activities and her late
husband, Jack, was a Sunday School Director. We would like to offer
our condolences to all the family. The funeral took place at church on
Thursday 21st March followed by committal at Dukinfield Crematorium.
The Minister officiated.

CHURCH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
This will take place on Sunday 12th May after morning service. Please
make every effort to attend.

WHIT SUNDAY 19th MAY
We have been informed that once again the Joint Service will be held
indoors in the Civic Hall. Your committee has discussed this and we feel
that holding an indoor service is an unnecessary break with tradition.
We have decided to hold our own service outside church starting at 2
pm as we did last year. If the weather is bad the service will be held in
church. Once again we will be accompanied by Denton Brass. Please
try to attend this important service.

FUND RAISING VIA EBAY
I attach a message from Nicola Skeldon
Anyone who went to or visited Mossley Unitarian Church when it was in
the old church building may remember the "new to you" stall at the back
of the church. The idea was that everyone brought in things they no
longer wanted/ needed such as items of jewellery, clothing, games, cds
and homeward and these were sold on the stall.
To raise much needed funds for the Stalybridge church, we are looking
to replicate this idea, but with the modern day variation that every quarter (or more depending upon how much "stock" we have!!), we sell what
is left via eBay. We will be setting up an eBay account for the church
and would like volunteers to sign up to do the selling each quarter. A
schedule will be placed on the notice board so please sign up, even if
you have not used eBay before (it's easy when you know how!). In the
meantime and most importantly, please start to collect good quality unwanted items which you are willing to donate and bring them into
church.
Many thanks
Nicola Skeldon
The Fund Raising Committee has discussed this initiative and supports
it wholeheartedly. Please have a word with Nicola or Ken if you would
like to help.

Mothering Sunday Service

FUND RAISING AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS
I can’t believe we are already approaching the end of March and
Easter will soon be with us.
Congratulations to Adam and his group’s production of The Sound of
Music. A gang of us ventured out to Stockport and had a lovely evening watching and joining in with some of the beautiful songs from the
show. We also enjoyed a good St Patrick’s Night Dinner and thanks
to you all for coming and to all who helped make it a success.
There is still a notice on the board regarding a visit to our local
mosque. We have not yet managed to find a mutually convenient
date for us to go, but hope to do so shortly, so please look out on the
notice board for a final date. I will assume that all on the current list
will be wanting lunch, but if not please let me know. We shall be having a fairly light lunch (soup, sandwiches and cake). The cost for this
will be £4 and we will arrange lifts for anyone who needs one.
We are also holding a Games Night on Friday 19th April when potato
pie will be served. Everyone who came seemed to enjoy it last time
but in case you didn’t come we played bingo, beetle and Play Your
Cards Right. The cost for the evening will be £6 which will include
your potato pie supper and entry into all the games when you may win
a prize or two if you are lucky! Please put your name up on the board
or contact me if you wish to come.
Don’t forget our Summer Fayre on Saturday 8th June starting at 2 pm.
Please put the dates in your diary and try and bring along as many
friends as possible. To make things a little easier for those running
stalls, we are asking for prizes from anyone who can donate anything
suitable, whether it be prizes for the children or tombola prizes or even
raffle prizes, we would appreciate it. There are several boxes in the
committee room where you can put your donation in if you feel you
could help. Thanks.
Heading onto May, we will be holding an indoor street party on Bank
Holiday Monday on 27th May starting at 4 pm which means will can

cater for the younger members of our congregation as well as the
adults. This party is to celebrate the 60th anniversary of Queen Elizabeth II’s coronation and will take the form of a street party, but will be
held indoors. We shall hopefully be serving 50’s food as much as possible and will be putting up a list asking for anyone to make certain
dishes. You will be reimbursed for your food item. We are also asking
everyone to dress in appropriate clothing and shall try and play some
50’s games and listen to 50’s music. So, if you’re not sure about it, ask
your grandmas and granddads! The cost for the evening will be £5 for
adults and £2 for children. Anyone with any good ideas in relation to
this, please contact one of the fund raising committee members, we
want you all to have a good time.
As you may see in another section of this magazine, we want your decent unwanted items. We shall have them in church for a few weeks
and if nobody wants to buy them, they will be sold on Ebay with all proceeds going to church.
Just a little mention, so you can start thinking about it, our Christmas
Fair will be held on 30th November starting at 11 am.
Later in the year, we hope to be having Patchwork and the Piano
Player and Friends to entertain us and also a talk by our own Andrew
Parker on his trip to St Petersburg, but I’ll give you details when we
have fixed up the dates.
Our next fund raising meeting will be held on Monday 29th April at 7.15
pm. We are very anxious to have as many new people as possible as
we are desperate to find new fund raising ideas. Our need for fund
raising is greater than ever, so please come along if you feel you can
help in any way.
Until then, please come and support our events and we look forward to
seeing you.
Sue Howard

WOMEN’S LEAGUE
The annual General Meeting of the Stalybridge Branch will be held on
Wednesday 3rd April at 3pm. Following the meeting the hostess for the
tea will be Mrs Kathleen Spiby.
The Manchester District Spring meeting will be at Dean Row Chapel
on Thursday 25th April at 2pm.

£ A MONTH
The new year begins again on 1st April. Anyone interested in joining
again or joining for the first time please see Beryl. Please make
cheques payable to Stalybridge Unitarian Church. Last year the effort
made more than £369 for the church.
Thank you for your past support.
Beryl Bradbury

FLOWERS FOR FEBRUARY
7th April

Mrs K. Turner & Mrs S. Howarth IMO Mr & Mrs George
Roberts
14th April Mr & Mrs Alan Swift IMO Mr Edward Robinson & Mr Frank
Swift
21st April Mrs Liz Griffin
IMO Mr & Mrs Frank Rhodes & Mr
Michael Rhodes
28th April Mrs Beryl Bradbury IMO Mr Norman Bradbury

STEWARDS APRIL/MAY
7th April
14th April
21st April
28th April
5th May

Don Andrews
Tom Whitehead
Bill Atkin
Wendy Maher
Ken Howard

MUSIC DURING THE SERVICE
7th April
14th April
21st April
28th April

Processional March from the "Sound of Music "
The Men Of Harlech
Trumpet Tune D Terry
Interlude
N Rawsthorne

