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WARDEN’S NOTES
Change is always difficult and sudden change is even worse. We are of
course sorry that Andrew has decided to resign his 17 year Ministry with
us. We must however respect Andrew’s decision and wish him well for
the future. We must look back with fondness at an extremely successful
Ministry.
We have to remain positive and we have to take the church forward together. It may be difficult from time to time but the problems will not be
insurmountable.
No matter what happens we can sustain the growth our congregation
has seen in the recent past. That must be our aim. We must not be
downhearted, we must look forward with hope in our hearts as we all do
our best to sustain this wonderful congregation.
Ken

REV ANDREW PARKER/FUTURE MINISTRY
Andrew tendered his resignation on 4th March and the committee reluctantly accepted this on 9th March. Andrew will be conducting services on
5th,12th and 19th April. His final service with us will be on 19th April.
We will be holding a Farewell Buffet Lunch for Andrew on April 19th from
12.30pm onwards at The Wharf Tavern Stalybridge. We hope as many
people as possible can attend to give Andrew the farewell he deserves.
The committee has already applied to be included on the Ministerial Vacancies list but this may take some time to bear fruit. Rest assured your
officers and committee will do everything possible to appoint a new Minister sooner rather than later.

CHURCH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Our AGM will take place on Sunday 10th May immediately following the
morning service. The nomination sheet is on the notice board.
PLEASE MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO ATTEND THIS IMPORTANT
MEETING

SPECIAL SERVICES AND EVENTS 2015
Please make a note of the date of our special services and events
for 2015:
Sunday 5th April

11am

Sunday 5th April

12.15pm Arts and Crafts Entries

Saturday 9th May
Chapel

11am

Sunday 10th May

12.15pm Church Annual General Meeting

Sunday 24th May

2pm

Whit Sunday Service (no morning
service)

Saturday 27th June

2pm

Summer Fair

Sunday 5th July

11am

153rd Anniversary Service and
UYPG Prize Giving

Sunday 4th October

11am

Harvest Thanksgiving Service

Sunday 8th November

11am

Remembrance Sunday Service

Easter Day Service

Arts and Crafts Exhibition at Old

Saturday 28th November 11am

Christmas Fair

Saturday 12th December 3pm

Church Christmas Party

Sunday 20th December

Carol Service and Juvenile
Membership

3.30pm

QUOTE, UNQUOTE
"Thank you consists of just eight letters that form two of the most meaningful words in the English vocabulary."
Doborah Norville

NCUSSU ARTS AND CRAFTS EXHIBITION AT OLD
CHAPEL DUKINFIELD 9th MAY 2015
The syllabus and all other details are now available. Please note because of the building repairs at Old Chapel the timings for some of the
events have changed. Please read the syllabus
carefully.
The Stalybridge entries will be received after
the morning service on 5th April. Please note
this will be the one and only opportunity for all
entries including those that take place on the
day.
Please get working hard.
The timings have been changed considerably so please take note of
the following:
Day entries (cookery, flowers arranging, collector’s corner etc). These
can be taken to Old Chapel from 9.30 to 11am. If your article is not in
place before 11am it will be disqualified.
The envisaged (but subject to change) timings are as follows:
Play Reading

11am

Recitation, Choral Verse, Reading at sight 1pm
Musical Classes

3pm

£1 SUNDAY
During the Easter Sunday service we’ll be asking for the congregation
to donate £1 which will be used to buy raffle prizes for this years Summer Fair. All donations will be gratefully appreciated.

FUND RAISING AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS
Not sure if this date will have passed by the time you are reading
this, but if not, don’t forget we shall be having Denton Brass coming
and playing for us. This will be held on Thursday 26th March starting
at 7.30pm. The charge for the evening will be £6 and light refreshments will be served. You don’t have to put your name up for this
but all I can say is get there on time to secure a good seat! It should
be a good night. That will be it for March and we progress into April.
Firstly, there will be a soup and sweet lunch held after the morning
service on 12th April. The cost will be £5 and we will need your
name up on the list so we know how many to cater for.
Following this, there will be the Family Games Night to be held on
Friday 24th April at 7pm. Everyone is welcome so please put your
name on the list as well as we will be serving potato pie supper.
In May, on Saturday 16th, we shall be holding another coffee morning with a bring and buy stall. It will run from 10.30 until 12.30 with
the usual refreshments available. Please come along bringing your
friends and neighbours with you.
Looking a bit further forward, there will be a Treasure Hunt
(following a picnic lunch in church) on Sunday 14th June. There will
be a notice up for this as well soon, so please look out for that and
put your name on the list if you are coming. Let’s just hope the
weather will be kind to us.
Our summer fair this year will be held on Saturday 27th June from 2
till 4pm. An important date for you to write down!
Another date to be put in your diaries will be the summer cream tea
held at our house, 75 Hutton Avenue, Ashton, on Saturday 11th July.
Once again, we’ll hope for decent weather – last year was fairly disastrous, weather wise, if I remember rightly.

You will notice there is an extra piece of paper in this edition of
Chalice. It is a fund raising sheet entitled “Count Your Blessings”
which will hopefully be a little thought provoking as well as fund
raising. Please fill in as much as you are able and bring/send it
back at the beginning of May.
Our next fund raising meeting will be held on Monday 20th April at
7.15pm. We are very keen to have some new ideas and anyone
who may be able to help in this department would be most welcome. Please don’t be shy, but if you do have any new ideas, but
don’t want to come to the meeting, please just have a word with a
committee member.
Thanks.
Sue Howard
Sue, Wendy and Nicola enjoying themselves at the church

coffee morning and bring and buy stall

THE DEW DROP
As the sun rose, a dew drop became aware of its surroundings.
There it sat on a leaf, catching the sunlight and throwing it back out.
Proud of its simple beauty, it was very content. Around it were other
dew drops, some on the same leaf and some on other leaves round
about. The dew drop was sure that it was the best, the most special
dew drop of them all.
Ah, it was good to be a dew drop.
The wind rose and the plant began to shake, tipping the leaf. Terror
gripped the dew drop as gravity pulled it towards the edge of the leaf,
towards the unknown. Why? Why was this happening? Things were
comfortable. Things were safe. Why did they have to change? Why?
Why?
The dew drop reached the edge of the leaf. It was terrified, certain
that it would be smashed into a thousand pieces below, sure that this
was the end. The day had only just begun and the end had come so
quickly. It seemed so unfair. It seemed so meaningless. It tried desperately to do whatever it could to cling to the leaf, but it was no use.
Finally, it let go, surrendering to the pull of gravity. Down, down it fell.
Below there seemed to be a mirror. A reflection of itself seemed to be
coming up to meet the dew drop. Closer and closer they came together until finally...
And then the fear transformed into deep joy as the tiny dew drop
merged with the vastness that was the pond. Now the dew drop was
no more, but it was not destroyed.
It had become one with the whole.
Peter Hughes

WOMEN’S LEAGUE
The next meeting will be on Wednesday 1st April at 3pm.
Margaret Hallsworth

FLOWERS FOR MARCH
5th Mrs Shirley Howarth
12th Mr & Mrs Alan Swift
19th Mrs Liz Griffin
26th Mrs Beryl Bradbury

IMO Mr & Mrs George Roberts
IMO Mr& Mrs Edward Robinson &
Mr Frank Swift
IMO Mr & Mrs Frank Rhodes &
Michael
IMO Mr Norman Bradbury

STEWARDS FOR MARCH
5th April
12th April
19th April
26nd April
3rd May

Bill Atkin
Jennifer Price
Wendy Maher
Ken Howard
Don Andrews

MUSIC DURING THE SERVICE
5th April
12th April
19th April
26nd April

Jesue Lives
March from ‘Alceste Gluck’
From A Fantasia
J. Pridham
What is Prayer
J. Barnett

