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MINISTER’S LETTER
Dear Friends,
At this time, this period in the Church calendar known as Lent we are
brought face to face with the demands of the spiritual life, of self-denial
and the emphasis on devotional prayer and reading. We can find this
an unwelcome and unnecessary demand on our very busy and demanding lives. We can ignore it by saying it’s ‘too churchy’ that its old
fashioned and irrelevant. We can let these days of Lent pass and let
them give way to Easter. Perhaps this would be easier because Easter
is a more tangible and recognisable time, a time to remember the
events leading to the crucifixion, the death on the cross and the resurrection. There are also the public holidays and the chocolate Easter
eggs.
At Easter we commemorate the last days of Jesus’ ministry on earth
but in Lent we commemorate his preparation for ministry as dramatically told in the stories of his trials, his forty days in the wilderness where
he renounces the world. Renouncing the world didn’t mean that Jesus
turned his back on the world or rejected the world. Rather, it means that
for us as well as for Jesus, there are priorities over and above everything else. The songwriter, Sydney Carter referred to Jesus as the ‘Lord
of the Dance’. Surely, a man like this would be a joy to be with. Jesus
replied to his critics asking, "Do wedding guests mourn while celebrating with the groom?” (Matt 9:10). He said, “The Son of man came eating and drinking they said, ‘Look! A glutton and a drinker and he’s a
friend of tax collectors and sinners (Matt 11:19).
To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose (Eccl 3:3)
and in the austerity and hunger of the wilderness days Jesus found
time and was able to clarify his priorities. Quoting from scripture he
said, “You shall worship the Lord your God and him only shall you
serve.” (Deut 6:13) The point is that God has given us life and good
things to enjoy but our treasure is where our heart is (Matt 6:21), what
do we really prioritise, what do we really worship? The gift of Lent is
that it gives us an opportunity to consider this question to repent, to turn
back to God, because truly, “the Kingdom of heaven is at hand”. (Matt
10:7)
All good wishes,
Bob.

WARDEN’S NOTES
I feel privileged to have been a member of Stalybridge Unitarian
Church all my life. The congregation has always been a friendly, supportive and genuine group of people. My time at Sunday School was
memorable. I remember the times when we had two football teams,
two cricket teams, snooker teams, badminton and table tennis teams,
Cubs and Scouts, UYPL and dances together with whist drives every
Saturday night. They were indeed happy days. It is no use kidding ourselves though, church life has changed over the years and I can’t see
a time when we will ever get back to those days. We must also not feel
despondent about this situation; all churches and denominations have
similar problems. What we must do is to make as big an effort as possible to sustain and maintain the Unitarian Free Christian presence in
Stalybridge. It is vital, in my opinion, that we offer a proper Free Christian alternative to the more mainstream denominations.
One thing that has remained constant at Stalybridge since 1862 is our
commitment to the Unitarian Free Christian way of worship. We may
have moved away from the liturgical Orders of Worship, which I quite
liked, to a more “open” service but the underlying Christian message
has not changed.
What we must never do is move away from Free Christianity to an
“anything goes” type of worship. I have always felt that the presence of
atheists, druids, pagans and other similar “movements” within our denomination only causes confusion to outsiders and dilutes and in fact
damages our denomination. I make no apology for this opinion which I
accept some people may consider to be extreme.
The General Assembly of Unitarian and Free Christian Churches will
be holding their 2017 Annual Meetings in April. The fact that once
again it is being held in Holy Week shows just how much our Christian
roots are being side lined. To add insult to injury the GA has just contracted someone to “Explain our Identity”; if this is necessary then it
must be obvious that something is wrong.
The Unitarian Ministerial Fellowship holds their conference in April and
they have decided to talk about the following: “Sex and Christian Tradition in Conversation”, “Sexuality, Spirituality and Self” and “Sexual Issues in Ministry”.

I find it impossible to believe that sex is the most important thing to discuss at an annual get together of Ministers. Surely, they should be concerned about getting more people into our churches and providing them
with a religious message, they should concentrate on looking after young
people in a spiritual way, teaching them the story of Jesus to give them a
good start to their religious journey. A journey which is not easy. I hasten
to inform you that Rev Bob Pounder will not be attending this meeting.
We here at Stalybridge must keep our priorities intact. We must not allow
ourselves to be sucked in to this disastrous and failing “anything goes”
experiment.
We must be a CHURCH.
Ken Howard

GREATER MANCHESTER MAYORAL ELECTION
Please note that the church will be used as a Polling Station on 4th May
2017.

ARTS AND CRAFTS EXHIBITION 2017
Stalybridge entries will be received at church following the morning service on Sunday 2nd April. Please ensure you all enter as many classes
and subjects as possible.
The Exhibition will take place at Dukinfield Old Chapel on 13th May 2017.

£1 A MONTH CLUB
We are grateful to Margaret Hallsworth for taking over this vital fund raiser. Please help to keep this going by persuading people to take part.

MINISTER’S HOLIDAY
Rev Bob Pounder will be taking a holiday on Sunday 2nd April. The service will be conducted by Ken Howard.

EAST CHESHIRE UNION OF UNITARIAN AND FREE
CHRISTIAN CHURCHES
The ECU AGM will be held at Stalybridge Unitarian Church on Wednesday 17th May.
7pm
Devotions led by Rev Bob Pounder
7.30pm AGM
All are welcome.

STALYBRIDGE UNITARIAN CHURCH ANNUAL
GENERAL MEETING
The AGM will be held on Sunday 21st May after the morning service. A
nomination sheet will shortly be available on the notice board.
Please make an effort to attend this important meeting.

FUND RAISING AND SOCIAL GROUP
By the time you are reading this, you will probably have put your
clocks forward which means we should be well on our way to summertime, or at least spring. Hopefully we have some events coming
up that we hope you will support. Unfortunately, we had to cancel our
proposed St Patrick’s Night celebrations, as we only had one table’s
worth of people willing to attend which, in reality, was not enough.
Please let your preferences known to us, so we can arrange something you want to attend, as we need to continue with our fund-raising
events!
First of all, we shall be holding a coffee morning and bring and buy
sale on Monday 3rd April at church starting at 10.30am. Please come
along and bring your friends and neighbours for a drink and a piece of
cake and a good natter and you may even find something of interest
on the bring and buy table.
In April, when we will be thinking about St George’s Day, we shall be
holding a picnic lunch (probably in Church, unless the weather is fantastic) after the morning service on Sunday 23rd April. This will be followed by a Treasure Hunt to be held in the local parklands. You will
be walking, so good walking shoes and appropriate clothing should be
worn. Please put your name on the list on the board, so we know how
many to cater for. The cost of this event will be £5 for adults and £2
for children. For those who are unable or just don’t fancy the walk,
you can put your name down for only the lunch.
On Sunday 21st May, the day of the AGM, there will be a bake stall
held after the service before the AGM starts. Any contributions will be
gratefully received and customers willing to purchase some homebaked items will be even more welcome.
Looking a bit further forward into June, on the 16th, which is a Friday,
we shall be holding a board games night. If you fancy a game of Monopoly or even Snakes and Ladders, please come along for a fun
night out. All ages are very welcome.

A list will go up within a few weeks, so we can provide refreshments for
the right number of people, so please look out for it and put your name up
if you intend to come along. Friends and neighbours will be very welcome.
Also in June, of course, will be the Summer Fair to be held on Saturday
24th starting at 2pm until 4pm. Please put the date in your diaries and
pass the word around to your friends, so we get a good turnout. We will
have the usual stalls, home-bake, home-made crafts and gifts, tombola,
raffle, children’s games, new2you, plants and more. Cream teas will also
be served. A DATE NOT TO BE MISSED!!
Finally, our next fund raising meeting will be held at 7.15 on Monday 10th
April, so if you have any ideas or are happy to help out in any way at any
events, please come along, you will be more than welcome.
Best wishes
Sue Howard

CHURCH COMMITTEE
The church committee meet monthly to discuss and agree matters important to the running of our church. The members of the committee are
shown below and are, from left to right, Jeff, Jennifer, Sue (Treasurer),
Barbara, Ken (Chairman and Warden), Julie, Bob (Minister), Bill, Wendy
(Church Secretary), Margaret, and Claire. Also on the committee is Margaret Andrews who was unavailable for the photograph.

SPECIAL SERVICES AND EVENTS 2017
Sunday 2nd April

12.15pm Stalybridge Arts & Crafts entries
received
th
Friday 7 April
7pm
All schools bring A & C entries to
Stalybridge
th
Sunday 9 April
12noon Communion after morning service
th
Sunday 16 April
11am
Easter Day service
rd
Sunday 23 April
12.15pm St George’s Day Picnic and
Treasure Hunt
th
Saturday 13 May
Arts & Crafts Exhibition at Old
Chapel Dukinfield
th
Wednesday 17 May
7.30pm ECU AGM at Stalybridge
st
Sunday 21 May
12.15pm Stalybridge Unitarian Church AGM
th
Sunday 4 June
2pm Whit Sunday Service with Denton Brass
th
Saturday 24 June
2 to 4pm Summer Fair
nd
Sunday 2 July
11am
155th Anniversary Service and
UYPG Presentation
th
Friday 7 July
6.15pm Trip to Compo’s Chippy
nd
Saturday 22 July
1pm
Wedding
th
Saturday 29 July
1pm
Wedding
th
Saturday 26 August
2.30pm Wedding
st
Sunday 1 October
11am
Harvest Service
th
Friday 13 October
7.30pm Games Night
th
Sunday 12 November
11am
Remembrance Sunday Service
th
Saturday 25 November 11am to 2pm Christmas Fair
Sunday 24th December
4pm
Family Carol Service

MESSAGE FROM SUE AND BARRY
Sue and Barry would like to thank Sue Howard for making the delicious
wedding cake. Also many thanks to Bob and all the congregation for the
cards and many congratulations on the occasion of our wedding.

FLOWERS FOR APRIL
2nd Mrs Shirley Howarth
9th Mr & Mrs Alan Swift
16th Mrs Liz Griffin
23rd Mrs Beryl Bradbury
30th Mrs Nora Caton

IMO Mr & Mrs George Roberts
IMO Mr & Mrs Edward Robinson
& Mr & Mrs Frank Swift
IMO Mr & Mrs Frank Rhodes &
Michael
IMO Mr Norman Bradbury
IMO Mr & Mrs Harold Bullock
Senior

STEWARDS FOR APRIL
2nd
9th
16th
23rd
30th
7th

April
April
April
April
April
May

Wendy Maher
Ken Howard
Bill Atkin
Jennifer Price
Wendy Maher
Ken Howard

MUSIC DURING THE SERVICE
2nd
9th
16th
23rd
30th

April
April
April
April
April

Processional
Prelude in ‘F’
Easter Hymn
St Fulbert
A Fanfare

R. Lloyd
G. Muffat
N. Rawsthorn
P. Moore
M. Archer

