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WARDEN’S NOTES

One of the things at our Sunday worship that I enjoy the most is
the involvement of the children. It was very moving and joyful to
hear four of the children lead our prayers during the Mothering
Sunday Service. The Arts and Crafts preparation afternoon was
great fun, the children’s creations were impressive, and I know
they have all been working hard on all their entries.
Thankfully, the days of children being “seen and not heard” in
church are long gone, and it is important that we encourage our
children to continue the journey to build both their confidence and
their faith.
This congregation is famous for nurturing young people, I and
many others still remember the good times we had at Hob Hill
Sunday School.
It is important that the congregation remains multi-generational if
we are to continue our progress. All people must be treated as
valuable members of our community. That is just one of the ways
we can ensure the future of our congregation.
Ken Howard

EAST CHESHIRE UNION OF UNITARIAN AND FREE
CHRISTIAN CHURCHES SONGS OF PRAISE SERVICE
This was postponed because of the weather. A suitable replacement date will be organised in due course.

EASTER DAY SERVICE
This will be held on Sunday 1st April and will be conducted by Ken
Howard.

MINISTER
We have now been included on the Vacant Pulpit List managed by
The General Assembly of Unitarian and Free Christian Churches,
we are offering a 50% Stipend and 50% Manse Allowance. To date
we have not received any replies and/or applications.
In the meantime, we will ensure that we arrange Lay People to
conduct services every Sunday.

FAVOURITE HYMNS SERVICE
There are slips at the back of church for you to select your favourite hymn. We will pick the ten most popular hymns and then organise a suitable date for this popular service. Please make your selection as soon as possible.

PEOPLE
Quite a few members of our congregation are extremely unwell
and are simply unable to get to church to attend services. We
would like them and their families to know that they are constantly
in our thoughts and in our prayers.

EDITH HOWARD
Unfortunately, Edith has had a fall in her flat and has broken her
hip. At the time of going to press, she had had an operation to repair the hip and was recuperating in Tameside Hospital. We hope
she has a speedy recovery.

WENDY INMAN
We are sorry to inform the congregation that Wendy Inman passed
away on Friday 16th March. Wendy was a regular worshipper until
illness made it impossible for her to attend. The funeral will be held
on Wednesday 4th April at 2.45pm in church, followed by committal
at Dukinfield at 3.30pm. The service will be conducted by Rev A.
R. Parker.
We would like to offer our condolences to Wendy’s Family and
friends.

DONALD BROOKS
We are sad to report that Donald Brooks passed away in March.
Donald was Chairman of Flowery Field Church and former President of the ECU. We would like to offer our condolences to Donald’s family, friends, and to Flowery Field Church where he has
been a stalwart of the congregation.

CHURCH REDECORATION
The committee has appointed Batemans Decorators of Bolton to redecorate the main worship area of the church. This is obviously an
expensive undertaking, but it is vital that we keep on top of the
maintenance and upkeep of the building. The starting date has not
yet been finalised. IT IS IMPORTANT THAT WE SUPPORT ALL
OUR FUND-RAISING ACTIVITIES TO HELP TO PAY FOR THIS
WORK.

STALYBRIDGE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
We have been invited to meet their new Minister (Rev Brian Grist)
on Saturday 21st April at the Baker Street Church from 3-5pm. If you
would like to attend, please put your name on the list on the notice
board to help with catering.

DUKINFIELD OLD CHAPEL (UNITARIAN)
We have been invited to attend a service at 2pm on Sunday 22nd
April to welcome Rev Andrew Parker as their new Minister. The service will be followed by afternoon tea. If you would like to attend,
please put your name on the list on the notice board to help with catering.

INDOOR GAMES NIGHT
Following the Fund-Raising Survey, we have decided to organise
an indoor games evening on Friday 20th April. We will be organising
table-tennis, indoor bowls and other suitable games which don’t involve breaking the stained-glass windows!!. This is for both children
and adults, please come along to support this event.

COFFEE MORNING AND BRING & BUY SALE
Our next one will be held on Monday 9th April from 10.30am to
12.30pm. Please come along for a brew and a chat.

CORRECTION
In last month’s issue of the Chalice the flowers for the 25th March
should have read, ‘Mrs Jean Thomas IMO Mr James Scullion’.
Apologies for the error.

FROM THE TREASURER
As you are probably aware, our new accounting period starts at
the beginning of April. I will therefore be looking for membership
fees for all adults (£5 per adult) for the coming year. If you use the
envelopes for your collection, your membership will already be
covered. If you would like to take up the envelope scheme for your
collection, please see me and I can give you all the details and a
year’s supply of envelopes.
Many thanks
Sue Howard

Members of the congregation enjoying a soup and sweet lunch

FUND RAISING AND SOCIAL GROUP
Well, it has been a bit of a surprise having two lots of snow in March and
there was I thinking we were heading nicely into springtime – perhaps we
are now. Fortunately, it did not affect too many church events and we all
managed to meet on a Sunday morning, apart from the Songs Of Praise
Service on the 18th, but I am sure that will be rearranged for sometime
soon!
Our soup and sweet lunch went off very well and we also managed to supervise and advise the children with their model making etc. – in fact I
think some of the adults enjoyed rummaging in our store of old boxes and
tubes etc. and got creative with the glue and scissors.
The last event in March will be the sponsored walk to be held on Good
Friday. This has been organised by Jennifer and sponsorship forms are
available on the table in church. Let’s hope the weather is kind to us on
this day. If you want to take part and need a lift to go to the start, please
be at church on Good Friday 30th at 9.30am. If you want to make your
own way to the start, details will be made available as well as the name of
a suitable pub (about half way round) where the walkers can stop for
lunch and friends can meet up or join in the walk at this point.
On Monday 9th April, we shall be holding a coffee morning and bring and
buy starting at 10.30am. Please come along with friends and neighbours
for a drink and a natter. Sorry to those who are working and will be unable to attend, but it does suit some of the more elderly people who do not
want to come out in the dark evenings and weekends always seem to be
so busy.
Further into April, we have arranged a games night, which will involve pub
-type games as well as ‘simple’ table tennis and indoor carpet bowls,
which will be held on Friday 20th April. Refreshments will also be served.
Please put your names up if you wish to attend so we know how many to
cater for. It will be suitable for both adults and children and promises to
be good fun. Price as usual will be £6 for adults and £3 for children.
As you know, the Arts and Crafts takes place on Saturday 12th May, but
unfortunately Jennifer and Ian (and Alfie and Ben) will be unable to hold
their usual ‘after show’ party, so we have decided to hold a soup and
sweet lunch immediately after the AGM on the Sunday (13th May) with
Margaret making the usual soup and sweet will be what is available from
the cookery entries on the Saturday.

Let’s hope we will be celebrating our wins, but if not we can still celebrate all the hard work and effort that will have gone into entering all
the events. Please look out, once again, for the list so we know how
many to cater for.
We are still awaiting your survey returns, so we know what kind of
things you want arranging for fund raising and don’t forget the Summer
Fair will soon be upon us (on 16th June) so please start thinking about
that.
Sue Howard

SPECIAL SERVICES AND EVENTS 2018
Sunday 1st April
Sunday 1st April

11am
Easter Sunday Service
12.15pm Stalybridge Arts and Crafts
entries received
th
Tuesday 10 April
7pm
All Schools bring A & C entries to
Stalybridge
Sunday 29th April
12.45pm Christening Alfie George Fielding
Thursday 3rd May
All Day
Local Council Elections at Church
th
Saturday 12 May
Arts and Crafts Exhibition Old
Chapel Dukinfield
Sunday 13th May
12.15pm Stalybridge Unitarian Church
Annual General Meeting
th
Wednesday 16 May
7.30pm East Cheshire Union AGM
Sunday 20th May
2pm
Whit Sunday Service with Denton
Brass
Saturday 16th June
2pm
Summer Fair
st
Sunday 1 July
11am
156th Anniversary Service and
UYPG Prize Giving
Sunday 7th October
11am
Harvest Thanksgiving Service
Sunday 11th November
10.45am Remembrance Sunday Service
Saturday 24th November 11.30am Christmas Fair
Saturday 8th December
3.00pm Christmas Party at Church
Wednesday 12th December 12.30pm Christmas Lunch at Waggon and
Horses
Sunday 23rd December
4pm
Family Carol Service
These are the services and events already organised. Please keep
your eye on the notice board/ Chalice for any additions/alterations.

FLOWERS - MARCH
25th Mrs Jean Thomas

IMO Mr James Scullion

FLOWERS FOR APRIL
1st
8th

Mrs Shirley Howarth
Mr & Mrs Alan Swift

15th Mrs Liz Griffin
22th Mrs Beryl Bradbury
29th Jacqueline, Joanne,
Judy & Steven

IMO Mr & Mrs George Roberts
IMO Mr & Mrs Edward Robinson &
Mr & Mrs Frank Swift
IMO Mr & Mrs Frank Rhodes &
Michael
IMO Mr Norman Bradbury
IMO of their mum Dorothy Baron

STEWARDS FOR APRIL
1st
8th
15th
22nd
29th
6th

April
April
April
April
April
May

Wendy Maher
Ken Howard
Bill Atkin
Jennifer Price
Wendy Maher
Ken Howard

MUSIC DURING THE SERVICE
1st
8th
15th
22nd
29th

April
April
April
April
April

Jesus Lives
Soldiers March
Meditation
Humming Song
Solfeggietto

H. Coleman
R. Schumann
C. Simper
C.P.E. Bach

