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LAY PREACHER IN CHARGE NOTES
Dear Friends,
For me, March has had a number of highlights. On Saint David’s Day,
our Church hosted the World Day of Prayer. It was a lovely Service and I
would like to thank all the ladies from the Church, especially Sue Howard
who was the organiser, for all their hard work in making this event such a
success.
We had a congregation of approximately 50 people attending this Service and our visitors from the other churches in Stalybridge all said what
a lovely Church we have, and how much they appreciated the very warm
welcome they received.
Our “Unitarians have Talent” evening was a great success. I was
amazed by the talent we have, especially with our young people, and a
great night was had by all.
Sue and I were really touched with the Welcome Service. It was really a
very special Service and one that we will always remember. It is a great
honour for Sue and I to be able to join the Stalybridge Family. We would
also like to thank you all for the lovely gifts which were totally unexpected.
On 31st March we are holding our “Mothering Sunday” Service when we
can celebrate what our mothers have done for us all.
Preparation for the “Arts and Crafts” is well under way. I can’t tell you
how many hours I have spent in building my Meccano model. It seemed
much easier to build a Meccano model when I was a youngster!
The season of Lent continues, and Sue and I have been very good so
far, and have kept to pledge the give up something for Lent.
We are now approaching “Holy Week” the most important week in the
Christian calendar. Let us all use this time to reflect on what happened in
Jerusalem nearly 2000 years ago, and think about what it still means for
our lives today.
God bless you all.
Len

WARDEN’S NOTES

It is quite difficult to define a church apart from the obvious definition. I think we would all agree that a church is a place where people meet to worship God. But ask any number of people what they
like best about a church service, and you will get some different
answers.
It is also quite difficult to know what ideas people have about their
own faith, and it would be impolite to ask people to detail their
thoughts.
We can easily define the history of a congregation; we know when
buildings were built, we know the names of all the people who
Ministered to the congregation, we know when major changes
were made, and we know what big decisions were taken by the
congregation. These are all historical facts which cannot be disputed.
The “life” of a congregation is a more complicated thing and it is a
fascinating entity. All churches have ups and downs, we must
learn to live with the good and the bad times, just as much care
needs to be taken no matter what the situation. We must nurture
people we know and people who worship with us for the first time.
Everybody must be equally important to us.
Personally, I think that continuity is very important. I believe that
people need to know what message any church is offering. I do
not think that “believe anything you want” is a good strap line for
any church, Free Christian or otherwise. There must be a central
message simply so that people know what to expect.
By having Len Elias as our Lay-Person-in-Charge I believe we will
provide a continuity of message. The fact that Sue Elias will be
helping with Pastoral Care is a huge bonus.

The word of God and the message of Jesus will be preached in our
church and then whoever walks through our doors will be able to
make up their own minds, they will not be forced to agree, we just
hope they will. If they have only a small amount of faith, I am sure
they will find something with us which will help their faith to grow.
During the welcome service for Len and Sue one verse of a hymn
we sung struck a chord with me:
Here holy thoughts a light have shed
From many a radiant face,
And prayers of tender hope have spread
The perfume through the place.
Ralph Waldo Emerson could certainly write a good hymn.
Ken Howard

UNITARIAN YOUNG PEOPLE’S GROUP/ SUNDAY SCHOOL
The committee realises that the future of the congregation relies
very much on our ability to encourage our young people. A meeting
has taken place and it has been agreed that we will do all possible
to ensure our young people feel a part of our congregation as a
whole and not as a separate entity. We will shortly be organising a
Family Service once a month where the young people will take a
more active part in our worship, at the same time the adults will
have the opportunity to see the work that they do during their
UYPG activities. We have already installed three new microphones
at the front of church to allow the children to lead prayers etc. in a
position where they can be properly seen and heard. We are also
planning to make the upstairs room more comfortable and user
friendly by re carpeting/flooring the area.
We are very fortunate to have so many young people as members
of our congregation and we must do all we can to support and encourage them.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION
This will be held on Sunday 19th May following the morning service. The nomination sheet for Officers and Committee Members
will shortly be on the notice board. If you would like to nominate
anybody for any position, please ensure you have their permission before doing so.

WEDDING
Nicola Sheehan and Pete Towell will be married at church on 21st
April (Easter Sunday) at 1pm. We would like to wish them well for
their special day and for their future life together.

STALYBRIDGE WORLD DAY OF PRAYER SERVICE
This event went off very well and was well supported by the other
Stalybridge Churches. Thanks to everyone for making it such a
special service.

GOOD FRIDAY SPONSORED WALK
Jennifer will be organising this once again. It will be suitable for
adults and children and hopefully there will be a suitable hostelry
at the end! Please check the notice board for exact details. Bring
your friends and family.

£1 A MONTH CLUB
March sees the end of the year for the £1 a Month Club and
during the year £357.50 has been given out in prizes and the
same amount has been added to the fundraising pot.
There are several vacant numbers so if you aren’t yet a
member, or would like one for a friend or relative, or even another one for yourself please let me know. I collect the money monthly, yearly or whichever way you prefer.
Margaret Hallsworth 0161 330 7072

FUND RAISING AND SOCIAL GROUP
Doesn’t time just gallop away – it’s hard to believe we’re getting well
in to Spring. I hope you all remembered to put your clocks forward on
Saturday.
On the 15th March, we held a ‘Unitarians Have Talent Night’. Thanks
for all who came along and especial thanks to all who took part. We
have some very talented young people amongst us. We had dancers,
singers, piano and guitar players and even a make up demonstration!
A good night was had by all. Let’s hope it bodes well for the Arts and
Crafts! While talking about the Arts and Crafts, Jenny Price and family have invited everyone to their home after the event (on 11th May) in
what we hope could be a celebration party.
For those of you reading this magazine on Sunday 31st, don’t forget
we shall be holding a Bring and Buy coffee morning on Monday 1st
April starting at 10.30am. If you need a lift, please enter your name
on the appropriate list or speak to a committee member and we will
make sure you get there and back home again.
As last year, Jennifer will be organising a Good Friday sponsored
walk which this year falls on Friday 19th April. Look out for sponsorship forms and further details nearer the time.
After the AGM on 19th May, we shall again be holding a soup and
sweet lunch, so please look out for this notice as well to put your
name up.
On the 26th April (a Friday) we shall be holding a fish and chip and
quiz night. We shall be starting at 7pm and shall be bringing the fish
and chips in from the new fish and chip shop in Armentieres Square in
Stalybridge. Please put your name on the list. We are not sure of the
price yet, but will let you know in good time. Children’s portions will
also be available, so please do come along everyone.
As it was very much enjoyed in March, we shall be holding a craft
evening on Friday 7th June starting at 7.30pm. Tea and cake will be
served and the cost will be £3 each. Please come along if you feel
you have a talent you think you could share or if you would just like to
learn a skill from some of our very talented friends.

Looking forward to the summer, we shall be going to the Roebuck
for a savoury afternoon tea on 21st June. We went there last year
and it was a fantastic day, so we all enjoyed our hampers sitting out
in the garden. A notice will be going up for this soon. While we’re
talking about summer, we shall be holding our normal summer
cream tea at our house (75 Hutton Avenue, Ashton) on Saturday 27th
July, so please make a note in your diaries and hope for better
weather than last year.
The Summer Fair this year will be held on Saturday 15th June and
the Christmas Fair on 23rd November. Please also put these dates
in your diary to make sure you keep the date free for these important
fund raising events.
Our next fund raising meeting will be on Monday 7th April at church at
7.30pm. Anyone who feels they could help in any way or have any
good ideas for fund raising or social events, please do join us. We
look forward to seeing as many of you as possible at all or any of the
above events.
Sue Howard

Ladies from Stalybridge churches enjoying our hospitality
during Women’s World Day of Prayer Service

FLOWERS FOR APRIL
7th

Mr & Mrs Alan Swift

14th Mrs Liz Griffin

IMO Mr & Mrs Edward Robinson
and Mr & Mrs Frank Swift
IMO Mr & Mrs Frank Rhodes and
Michael

21st Julie and Jeff Sheehan To celebrate the marriage of Peter
Towell and Nicola Sheehan
28th Jacqueline, Joanne,
Judy & Steven

IMO of their mum Dorothy Baron

STEWARDS FOR APRIL
7th

April

Ken Howard

th

April

Bill Atkin

st

April

Jennifer Price

th

April
May

Wendy Maher
Ken Howard

14
21

28
5th

MUSIC DURING THE SERVICE
7th

April

The Good Shepard

M.B. Foster

14th April

Allegretto

F.C. Woods

21st April

I Know My Redeemer Liveth Handel

28th April

Larghetto

J. Barney

