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LAY PREACHER IN CHARGE NOTES
Dear Friends,
The months are slipping away and I find it hard to believe that
August is fast approaching.
August reminds me of my school days when, as a family, we
would head off to Rhyl for a holiday. The things that I remember
are the rain, wearing a pack-a-mac, and soggy sandwiches on
the beach. Oh those were the days!
However, August is a good month to meet up with family and
friends, as children are enjoying their break from school. Many of
you will be visiting new places and, therefore, creating memories
perhaps with your loved ones.
Happy memories are important ingredients for happiness. We all
look back on the memories that we have created and a flood of
emotions come over us. Good or bad, those memories are a part
of who we are. They shape us and, in many ways, make us better people. Our memories are one of the only possessions we
have that are unique to us as everyone recalls a specific event
differently.
Our Church is just one of those places where memories can be
made and treasured. Join us this month for a special afternoon
tea at the Roebuck Inn, and early in September we will be organising a visit to Dean Row Chapel, a place that holds many
memories for Sue and myself. Again a splendid afternoon tea
will be provided, and most importantly memories will be made.
God bless you all.
Len

WARDEN’S NOTES

20th July 1969 was an historic day. It was the day the first
man landed on the moon. I remember sitting in front of the TV
enthralled by all the fuzzy pictures. It was a marvellous
achievement. I also remember my grandad telling me that it
couldn’t be true, he was convinced the film had been taken at
night in the Sahara Desert! We must imagine what it must
have seemed like to a man who was born in the 19th Century,
planes had not flown, science was hardly taught in schools,
what education there was concentrated on the “The Three
Rs”, Reading, Writing and Arithmetic. To complicate matters
my grandad left school when he was 12!
Unitarians have always thought that religion and science CAN
and SHOULD exist together, just look at the pictures on our
Communion Table.
The Apollo11 moon landing had many problems, not least of
all the fact that the landing module landed four miles away
from the preferred site. The astronauts almost ran out of fuel!
Upon landing on the moon, Buzz Aldrin gave thanks for his
safety by taking communion. At the time NASA was embroiled
in a lawsuit with prominent activist and atheist Madelyn Murray O’Hair. O’Hair objected to the broadcasting of a reading
from the Book of Genesis by the Apollo 8 crew. Because of
this Aldrin took communion privately, away from the cameras.
His communion kit was prepared by the Pastor of his Presbyterian church, who still have the chalice used on the Moon.
It’s amazing that such pettiness could make it difficult for one
very brave man to practice his faith. There is nothing new under the sun (or moon).

Recently we have seen the amazing images sent back by the
James Webb Telescope. It appears that the universe is even bigger than the experts thought. If you have not seen the images,
you should really have a look. Advances in technology are happening faster than ever.
So, we can go to the moon, we can take photographs of
“galaxies far, far, away”, We can develop a vaccine in record
time. At the same time, hospital treatment is delayed, we can’t
get an aeroplane to take off on time, we can’t get a ferry across
the English Channel, we can’t get round a table to stop a war.
As important as science is and should be, perhaps we have got
our priorities a little bit wrong.
Ken Howard

CONGRATULATIONS
To Samantha and Chris Tarr who were married at church on 10th
July.
To Amber Lily Tarr who was Christened in Church on 10th July.
Ken Howard officiated at both ceremonies

CONDOLENCES
To Mary Gaskell (and family) whose husband, Barry, has sadly
died. The funeral service will take place at Old Chapel on Tuesday 2nd August at 12.15pm, followed by interment at Dukinfield
Cemetery at 1.15pm

MEMORIAL GARDEN
The committee has been asked to consider the possibility of
providing a Memorial Garden in the church grounds. It is expected that this area would be used for the scattering of ashes.
There is also the possibility of providing somewhere where people would be able to have small plaques put up in memory of
loved ones. The committee has approved the design produced by
Trevor Bridge Associates; we are now obtaining quotations for
the work.

COMMUNION SERVICES
We intend to resume these monthly services in September. The
Communion Services will start at 10.15am (before the morning
service). Please check the notice board for details.

Thursday 4th & 18th August
Thursday 1st & 15th September
2pm - 4pm

THE CHRISTENING OF MILLIE
Millie was Christened on Sunday, 29th May, and Len Elias conducted the Service. Millie was welcomed into our Church family
and Ken Howard presented her with a Bible and Certificate.

EDITORIAL
Welcome,
My wife and I have recently returned from Iceland, no not the shop
selling frozen pizza and chicken nuggets but the country. We’ve been
on a cruise visiting Iceland together with Norway and the Orkney Islands.
Iceland is an isolated island in the North Sea and is Europe’s most
sparsely populated country. For most of the year the climate is cold,
windy and cloudy. In fact when parts of the UK were sweltering in
record breaking 40 degree heat we were admiring snow-capped
mountains wearing padded jackets.
The Artic Fox is the only species of land mammal native to Iceland,
although there are mink, rabbits, mice and rats that have somehow
found their way there and also an occasional polar bear. The only animals we saw were two horses and a gorgeous black and white cat
that took a liking to me and insisted on sitting on my knee to be
stroked.
The cost of living there is very high compared with the UK. Food and
clothes are almost double the price than at home and a small bottle
of beer costs nearly £6, and not a Wetherspoons in sight!
We were hoping to see the aurora borealis, the Northern Lights,
when we were there but with an average of 20 hours of daylight each
day in July there was little chance of us being lucky and alas, we
weren’t.
However Iceland is one of the most beautiful countries I’ve visited
and has stunning, dramatic scenery that include waterfalls, crystal
blue glacier lagoons, active volcanoes, hot springs, steaming lava
fields, geysers and endless stretches of black sandy beaches. Large
areas of the country look like an alien moonscape with rocky lava
flows and dark forbidden mountains.
Although we both greatly enjoyed our holiday abroad, when we returned home we agreed that of all the countries we have ever been
to, England is the best of them all and we would never want to live
anywhere else in the world. We count ourselves very lucky that we
live in ‘England’s green and pleasant land’.

Stay safe,
Jeff

STALYBRIDGE UNITARIAN CHURCH
Special Services and Events 2022

Sunday 2nd October

11am

Harvest Thanksgiving Service

Saturday 29th October

7.30pm

Renaissance Choir Concert

Sunday 13th November

10.45am Remembrance Sunday Service

Saturday 19th November 12.30am Christmas Fair

Wednesday 7th December 12.30pm

Christmas Lunch at Waggon
and Horses

Saturday 10th December

3pm

Christmas Party

Sunday 18th December

3.30pm

Family Carol Service

Sunday 25th December

11am

Christmas Day service

Celebrating Queen Elizabeth II Platinum Jubilee

TIPS FOR AUGUST/SEPTEMBER
GARDENING CLUB - AUGUST/SEPTEMBER Our gardens
should now be at their most glorious with colourful borders
and fruit and vegetables ready to eat.
Now is the time to sit down and appreciate all your hard work
over these last few months. Yet true gardeners know that the
work is never done. However, let’s have some light relaxation
and have a quiz, together with a glass of wine or a cup of
tea.
Can you name the plants on the opposite page?

All plants grown by Sue in our garden.
Answers on page 15.
Keep weeding, watering, feeding, dead-heading, cutting the
grass, taking cuttings of geraniums, fuchsias and other bedding perennials. Start collecting and storing seeds. It’s also a
good time to order bulbs, like daffodils and tulips, for beautiful displays in Spring!

Happy gardening.
Len, The Reluctant Gardener.

Photo 1

Photo 2

Photo 3

Photo 4

Photo 5

Photo 6

Photo 8

Photo 9

Photo 7

FUND RAISING AND SOCIAL EVENTS
Well we wanted summer to come along and we certainly saw it
arrive over the last week or so. We’re never happy are we?
It’s either too hot or too cold. Still we all tried to make the most
of it and are currently putting up with too much rain!
We had a great Royal Tea Party on Whit Sunday and were well
entertained by Denton Brass which was very enjoyable. It is
certainly something to be remembered as I doubt any of us will
see another Platinum Jubilee in our lifetime.
We also held our Summer Fair in June when we managed to
make over £1000, so thank you to everyone who donated and
to all of you who came along and spent your money.
All children are now on their summer holidays, so I expect we
will not see them so often for a while, so let’s hope they all
have a good time wherever they may go. Indeed, not just the
children, let’s hope everyone enjoys their summer!
Looking ahead, we have arranged an afternoon tea (savoury)
at the Roebuck Inn in Strinesdale on Wednesday 3rd August.
The church will provide a minibus to get everyone there and
back, so you will just have to pay for your tea. I believe everyone has already signed up and we’re all looking forward to it.
Let’s hope it’s a nice day as the views from the garden there
are lovely if we can sit outside. The minibus will pick everyone
up from Church at 2pm and I for one am really looking forward
to it.
Our afternoon tea at Dean Row Chapel is still on the cards for
Thursday 8th September. There is a notice on the board for
you to put your name on the list. A minibus has been arranged
for all who wish to go and will pick everyone up from Church at
1.30. There is no cost for anyone, so please put your name on
the list and come along for a lovely afternoon out at their beautiful chapel.

We have another event for the future which I am sure you will enjoy. We have the Renaissance Choir coming to perform for us on
Saturday 29th October at 7.30pm. Their programme contains a
wide range of popular music and it’s an evening not to be missed.
Tickets will be on sale within the next month or so, so please look
out for details.
We hope to be holding another Beetle Drive once the summer is
over as well as another Desert Island Discs evening and a quiz
evening, so all details will be announced and put on the board
when dates have been confirmed.
Hope you all have a lovely summer!
Sue Howard

ANSWERS TO GARDENING QUIZ

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Hydrangea - Runaway Bride
Nemesia
Marguerites
Scabia
Erigeron Karvinskianus (Mexican Fleabane)
Salvia
Geum
Foxglove
Agapanthus

The Wedding by Margaret Cottam
For Children and Those Who Believe in Fairies
“Oh no” thought Mr Moon, “not again”, they had already disturbed his sleep a few days ago, now they were at it again. The
Buttercup Boat Race had been noisy enough but this was even
worse, whatever was going on?
Down at Ginger Bread House there was great excitement, it was
the wedding of the year. Mr Black Puddy Cat had gone down on
all four paws and asked his lady love, Miss Prim the Beautiful
White Persian to be his wife. To his great joy she said yes.
It was to be such a great event, even Mrs Skinflint from Pennypot Cottage had offered to help Mrs One with the festivities. They
had baked all the usual goodies but of course there had to be the
special wedding cake.
The great day arrived and the bride looked even more lovely with
a necklace of bluebells and a coronet of daisies. Mr Black Puddy
Cat looked even more lovely magnificent with his black shiny
coat gleaming in the sunlight.
The guest of honour arrived. Princess Fairy-Bluebell sat in the
bows of the water lily boat gently gliding on the lily pond. She
wore a gown of silver lace, a necklace of dewdrops glimmered
round her throat and on her head a circle of stars sparkled and
shone, she was accompanied by her retinue of fairies and elves.
The choir of Bluebell fairies were all ready to sing and Mr Tawny
Owl began the ceremony. It was all so beautiful even Princess
Fairy Blue-Bell shed a golden tear. Afterwards the singing and
dancing continued, one elf did a special fairy dance on a mushroom table and was greatly applauded.
Mrs One and Mrs Skinflint busied themselves clearing up the
fairy garden. The guest of honour Princess Fairy-Bluebell glided
away in a water lily boat. The Bluebell fairies went to their homes
in the Bluebell woods and Mrs One, Mrs Skinflint finally put their
feet up and had a nice cup of tea.

“Oh” said Mrs Skinflint, “I wish my garden was as lovely as
yours, if I said sorry to Princess Fairy-Bluebell do you think she
would allow the flowers to bloom again in my garden”? “I’m sure
she would” said Mrs One.
Mr Moon came into full view, all was quiet at the Ginger Bread
House, The bride and Groom climbed the tree to their honeymoon destination, “goodnight Mr Moon” they said”. “Goodnight”
Mr Moon replied to the happy couple. “Goodnight Ginger Bread
House”, “Goodnight Mr Moon” came the reply. The Ginger Bread
House sighed, at last the peace of the night had arrived.

The Sunday School Prize Giving During the 160th
Anniversary Service

FLOWERS FOR AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER

August
7th
14th
21st
28th

Mrs Margaret Andrews
Jane Stafford
Mrs Mavis Beaumont
Mr & Mrs G. Spiby (table)
Margaret Cottam (font)

September
4th Ken & Sue Howard
11th Jacqueline Skeldon
18th Hilda & George Brearley
25th Jeff & Julie Sheehan

IMO Joan & William Wright
IMO Mr Handel Beaumont
IMO The Schofield Family
IMO Annie & Jim Mosley

IMO of Husband David
IMO Hilda & James Hollingworth,
Gladys & George Brearley &
Daughter Caroline Tarr
IMO Mr & Mrs Briggs

MUSIC DURING THE SERVICE
August
7th
14th
21st
28th

Vol 1
—
Vol 2
Vol 3

September
4th Larghetto
11th Silent Woods
18th Largo
25th Andante Cantabile

T. Mee Pattison
—
T. Mee Pattison
T. Mee Pattison

G.F. Handel
A. Dovorak
F.J. Haydn
Tchaikovsky

CALENDAR

SPECIAL SERVICES
As announced in “Chalice”
UNITARIAN YOUNG PEOPLE’S GROUP
11.00am Every Sunday
COMBINED FUND-RAISING & CHURCH COMMITTEE MEETING
7.30pm As announced in “Chalice

THE CHURCH IS TO BE FOUND ON FORESTER DRIVE
STALYBRIDGE
ALL ARE WELCOME

www.ukunitarians.org.uk/stalybridge
Cover illustration is reproduced with the kind permission
of Mrs Doreen Goacher

Calendar August & September 2022
AUGUST
Tuesday 2nd

12.15pm Funeral of Barry Gaskell at Old Chapel

Wednesday 3rd 2.30 pm

Afternoon Tea at The Roebuck Inn,
Strinesdale

Thursday 4th

2-4 pm

Craft Chat and Chill

Sunday 7th

11am

Morning Service and UYPG conducted by Len
Elias

Sunday 14th

11 am

Morning Service and UYPG conducted by `
Margaret Barber

Thursday 18th 2-4pm

Craft, Chat and Chill afternoon

st

11am

Morning Service and UYPG conducted by Len
Elias

Sunday 28th

11am

Morning Service and UYPG conducted by Len
Elias

Sunday 21

SEPTEMBER
Thursday 1st

2-4 pm

Craft Chat and Chill

11am

Morning Service and UYPG conducted by
Ken Howard

Sunday 11th

11am

Morning Service and UYPG conducted by Len
Elias

Monday 12th

7.30pm

Combined Fund-Raising & Church Committee
Meeting

Sunday 4

th

Thursday 15th 2-4pm
Sunday 18

th

Sunday 25th

Craft, Chat and Chill

1am

Morning Service and UYPG conducted by Len
Elias

11 am

Morning Service and UYPG conducted by Len
Elias

