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MINISTER’S LETTER
Dear Friends
By the time you read this we will be in Advent once again and on
the final countdown to Christmas. December always seems to be
such a busy month with all the extra things we do to celebrate the
Christmas season. Perhaps that is why the shops seem to start
earlier and earlier every year, but I doubt it!
Christmas is a time which most people look forward to with joyful
expectation. It is a happy time of family gatherings and celebrations with friends. For those of us involved in a church or chapel it
is a time when we find ourselves drawn once again to the story of
the child in the manger and we sing our carols with great enthusiasm! It is a time of happiness, of joy, of memory, of hope. For
some people however, Christmas brings mixed emotions as they
remember happy times in years gone by. Many people tell me how
Christmas is a time when their memories of loved ones who are no
longer with us are particularly strong.
Even though the days are short and the weather either wet or very
chilly; the shops crowded and our wallets and purses soon emptied, we can all make the most of this time of year and the reminders of friendships and fellowship which it brings.
Our carol service is always a highlight of the year and we look forward to welcoming friends old and new who wish to join us on that
day. If you know of someone you think would appreciate joining us
invite them to come along with you and let us really share our
goodwill instead of just singing about it!
Every blessing,
Andrew

Poppy display from the Remembrance Sunday Service

The Churches ’stall’ at the Tameside Wedding Fair

WARDEN’S NOTES
I am writing this having just arrived home after our Christmas Fair.
What a day it was; we were blessed with decent weather and a great
attendance. It was one of our best fund raising efforts for some time
and we made £1200 on the day; a really wonderful result and the best
for some time.
The Fund Raising Committee works hard throughout the year but the
Christmas Fair is without doubt the biggest event of the year. Their decision to advertise, to accept new ideas and to generally spread the
word certainly paid off.
It was especially pleasing to see so many new faces at the event and
we hope they are inspired enough by their visit to join us on a regular
basis.
I would like to thank everyone who helped in any way to make this
event a success.
****
Christmas is a joyous time and one we should enjoy together. Please
join us for our Family Carol Service on Sunday 23rd December at 4pm.
Bring your friends and family to enjoy this very special service. The
children will be taking part in the service and that is always something
to look forward to.
We must however remember that some people will, for various reasons, be unable to spend Christmas with their loved ones. We must
think of them. We must also remember the many members of this
Church and Sunday School who are unable to come or who are no
longer with us. I am sure they will all join in when we sing “Hob Hill”.
****
As we look forward to 2013 we must congratulate ourselves on the
2012 celebrations of our 150th Anniversary. Without our history we
would not exist but we have to look forward and plan for the future. It is
vital that we who are here now do our very best to ensure that our very
young members have a place of peace and hope to sustain them as
they grow up.

Sue joins me in wishing everybody a Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year.
Ken

MARGARET WHITEHEAD (PEGGY)
Tom and Anne would like to thank everyone at Stalybridge Unitarian
Church for their sympathy and support during their recent sad time.
Thank you for all the messages, cards, words of encouragement and
sympathy.
Our grateful thanks also go to those who were able to join us at the funeral service and the crematorium. We would also like to acknowledge
the generous donations given to church and Willow Wood Hospice.
Thanks are also due to Rev Andrew Parker for his support.
Please accept our grateful thanks.
Tom and Anne.

EDITH BARBER
We were sad to hear of the death of Mrs Edith Barber. Edith was a lifelong member of Mossley Christian Unitarian Church. Her work rate was
phenomenal and her ability to organise is the stuff of legends.
Edith was heavily involved with the work of the East Cheshire Union of
Unitarian and Free Christian Churches and the North Cheshire Unitarian Sunday School Union. Her work with the NCUSSU Arts and Crafts
Festival will be remembered for years to come.
We would like to offer Margaret and Alan our support while they come
to terms with their loss.
Ken

JOINT SERVICE AT DOB LANE CHAPEL FAILSWORTH
To celebrate the 10th anniversary of Andrew’s induction as the Minister
of Dob Lane Chapel it has been agreed that we will hold a joint service
at Dob Lane on Sunday 27th January 2013 starting at 10.30am.
Stalybridge Unitarian Church will be closed on that day so that as
many of our congregation as possible can attend.
A list will be put up on the notice board so that we can arrange transport for those without cars.
Please make every effort to support Andrew and our friends at Dob
Lane.
Ken

OLD CHAPEL PANTOMIME 2013 - JACK AND JILL 16th
FEBRUARY TO 23rd FEBRUARY 2013
If anyone would like tickets for this please contact Ken. The pantomime will be held every evening from 16th to 23rd February (except
Sunday) at 7.30. There will also be a matinee performance on Saturday 16th.
Tickets for this show normally go quite quickly so you are advised to
book early .

JUVENILE MEMBERSHIP
Parents who would like their children to be Juvenile members of
church should contact Clare Bullock either at church or on
01613038872. Clare will require the FULL name of the child plus £1
membership.
The Juvenile Membership certificates will be presented during the
Christmas Carol service which will be held at 4pm on Sunday 23rd December.

FUND RAISING AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS
Here we are again and fast approaching Christmas. As you are
probably aware this edition of Chalice covers December and January 2013. This is so our hard working Chalice producers, Jeff and
Wendy, have a chance of a well earned break over the Christmas
period.
As I write this, we are just recovering after our Christmas Fair. We
were delighted with the result and were so pleased to see a number of new faces there. Whether this was a result of the flyers
posted through local letter boxes, the big banner on the church railings, the mention in The Reporter and Advertiser, the mention on
Tameside Radio or the advertising done in Stalymag and the
Tameside Wedding Fair, it obviously worked bringing in a number
of fresh faces. Thanks to all who made all this possible – it was
great to see so many there. In case you were not at church to
hear, here is a quick rundown of results for the afternoon:
Tea room - £172.00; Home bake - £176.80; Christmas tombola £85.00; Tombola - £116.00; Christmas craft stall - £120.55; Gifts
and Bookstall - £43.30; Plants - £80.00; Raffle - £166.00; Children’s games - £66.00; Children’s craft workshop - £21.00; Door £58.35 and donations - £95.00. This resulted in a total on the day
or £1200. This is quite a bit more than the past few years and we
must thank absolutely everyone (from people who made things and
donated to stalls, people who ran the stalls, people who helped
feed everyone and everyone who came and spent their money).
Our ‘young mums’ created the children’s make and take section
which was a great success and something that we will definitely be
repeating in future years.
Looking forward now, we await the return of Patchwork who will be
coming to play for us on Friday 7th December starting at 7.30. We
really enjoyed this guitar playing duo the last time they came. Admission for the night will be £6 when potato pie will be served.
Please enter your name on the notice on the board as soon as
possible if you wish to come or if you can’t get there, give me a

Following that, on Tuesday 11th December, the band that have
played for us on Whit Sunday over the past few years, Denton
Brass, will be coming to give us a Christmas Concert. The entry for
this will be £5 which will include light Christmas style refreshments
– we may even run to a bit of carol singing, so please come along
and join in the music. Once again, we need your names on the appropriate list, so we know how much food to prepare.
Our Christmas Party will be held on Saturday 15th December starting at 3pm and we obviously need to know how many are coming
to this, so look at the notice board please and put your names
down. Friends and friend’s children will be very welcome – the
more the merrier. We shall obviously be expecting our special
guest again (Father Christmas), so come along and make him welcome and enjoy yourself as well. Children are asked to dress in
fancy dress and we will have plenty of fun and games. UYPG children do not have to pay, visiting children are asked to pay £3 and
all adults to pay £6. A Christmas buffet will be served and hopefully
a good time will be had by all.
I hope you have all been filling in your Count Your Blessings sheet
and we look forward to seeing the results on 2nd December (the first
day of Advent) when we shall have a big count up. People living
away from Stalybridge can also take part and donate their
“Blessings” at:
www.justgiving.com/stalybridgeunitarianchurch
If people are interested in visiting the New Central Mosque in
Ashton please put your name on the list. We hope to arrange this
visit in January when we will have a light lunch at church before going to the mosque.
Our next fund raising meeting will take place at 7.15pm on Monday
10th December (before the main committee meeting). Please feel
free to come along if you have any ideas to help us raise funds.

There are no major Fund Raising events in January. All our organisers are having a well deserved month off.
As this is the last edition of Chalice this year, may I take this opportunity of wishing you all a happy and peaceful Christmas and
New Year and we look forward to your support for our 2013 fund
raising.
Sue Howard

COFFEE MORNINGS
As from January 2013, our coffee mornings will be held on a
Thursday. The first one, therefore, in 2013 will be on Thursday
24th January starting at 10.00 and finished at 12 noon. Please
come along and enjoy a nice cup of tea/coffee and a bite to eat as
well as having the opportunity for a chat and a catch up.

A busy afternoon at the Christmas Fair

AN EVENING OF WONDERFUL MUSIC
PROVIDED BY OUR GOOD FRIENDS

Friday 7th December
at 7.30pm.
Entrance £6 each
including a POTATO PIE
supper.

FAMILY CHRISTMAS CAROL
SERVICE
Sunday 23rd December
at 4pm
ALL WELCOME

A CHRISTMAS CONCERT
GIVEN BY

DENTON
BRASS
BAND
Tuesday 11th December at
7.30pm

ENTRANCE £5
EACH
INCLUDING
CHRISTMAS
REFRESHMENTS
AND MULLED
WINE

FLOWERS FOR DECEMBER AND JANUARY
December 2012
2nd Mr & Mrs Tom Whitehead
9th Susan & David Roberts
16th Janet Pearson
23rd Mrs Jean Thomas (Scullion)
30th Women’s League

IMO Mr & Mrs Tom Whitehead Senior
IMO Mr & Mrs Frank Roberts
IMO Mrs Mary Dagnah
IMO Mr Glyn David Thomas
IMO Past members and friends

January 2013
6th Mrs Margaret Bennett (Hallatt) To remember all UYPL friends
13th Mr & Mrs E. Caton
IMO Mr & Mrs Elson Caton
20th Geoff Kirkham
IMO sister Jean Kirkham
27th Mr & Mrs Stuart Hincliffe

STEWARDS FOR DECEMBER/JANUARY
2nd December
9th December
16th December
23rd December
30th December
6th January
13th January
20th January
3rd February

Bill Atkin
Wendy Maher
Ken Howard
Don Andrews
Tom Whitehead
Bill Atkin
Wendy Maher
Ken Howard
Don Andrews

MUSIC DURING THE SERVICE
2nd December
9th December
16th December
23rd December
30th December
6th January
13th January
20th January
27th January

Soliloquy
Noel Rawsthorne
Chorale Prelude
Dietrich Buxtehude
"Seigaeur dievovrela Porte” A. Boely
Christmas Pastorale N. J. Lemmens
Siciliana Holly and the Ivy J. Rowley
Marcietta
Theodore Dubois
Elegy
C. H. Lloyde
Monastic Melody
S. Karg Elert
Prelude
J. S. Bach

