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MINISTER’S LETTER
Dear Friends
A couple of weeks ago someone asked me to provide them with a
copy of a christening certificate so I got out the register, opened it
and it fell open at a series of entries for the year 1893, over a hundred years before the entry I wanted so I went to turn over the
pages but as I did so I noticed the beautiful copper plate handwriting of the Rev W Harrison. That made me pause for a moment
and regret that my legacy in the register will not be so decorative!
Then, as I went to turn the page again a surname caught my attention. The name was Wedgwood and as I looked along the entry I
saw that the address of the family was not Stalybridge but Chapel
Chorlton, Newcastle, Staffordshire and the profession of the father
is given as earthenware manufacturer.
This aroused my curiosity! I knew that the Wedgwood family had
Unitarian connections but I wasn’t aware of any connection with
Stalybridge. The child being baptised was called Phoebe Sylvia,
born on 27th June 1893 the daughter of Cecil and Lucie Wedgwood
and the baptism took place in our church on 16th November 1893.
I wanted to know more so I did a bit of research.
Cecil Wedgwood (1863-1916) was the great great grandson of
Josiah Wedgwood, the founder of the Wedgwood company and
Cecil became a partner in the company in 1884. He married Lucie
Gibson in 1888 and they had two daughters, Phoebe Sylvia (born
1893) and Doris Audrey (born 1894). There is no entry in our register for Doris Audrey so she must have been christened somewhere else.
Cecil Wedgwood served in the Boer War and was awarded the
Distinguished Service Order by King Edward VII in 1902. In 1910
he and Lucie became the first Mayor and Mayoress of the Federated Borough of Stoke-on-Trent and the couple were so highly respected that Cecil was unanimously re-elected for a second term
of office by the Council in 1911.

At the outbreak of the Great War in 1914 Cecil, who was by then 51
years old refused the staff post to which he was entitled and insisted
on serving with his regiment, the North Staffordshires at the front. He
was killed at La Boiselle during the Battle of the Somme in July 1916
and is buried at the Bapaume Post Military Cemetery in Albert, Somme
in Northern France.
I have been unable to find out much about Phoebe Sylvia other than
that she remained unmarried and died in 1972 at the age of 79. Does
anyone reading this know any more? Why was this great great great
granddaughter of Josiah Wedgwood baptised in our church? Was
there a connection with a local family? Her mother Lucie was from Ireland so the connection is probably not through her. It would be fascinating to know the whole story but I fear that it is something which is
probably now lost – unless one of you knows differently!
Every blessing,
Andrew

FUNERALS
4th November Kathleen Turner.
Service in church followed by committal at Dukinfield Crematorium, the
Minister officiating.
25th November Eileen Bullock.
Service in church followed by committal at Dukinfield Crematorium, the
Minister officiating.
Both Kathleen and Eileen have been stalwart members of church and
have served the congregation in many ways over a great many years.
We extend our sympathy to their families and we are sad that they are
no longer with us but we rejoice in two beautiful and well lived lives
and give thanks that we had the good fortune to know them both.

WARDEN’S NOTES
As we once more look forward to Advent, Christmas and 2014 we
have the opportunity to refresh our faith and our love for each other.
We must also give thanks for those who went before us and left us
our church to worship in. We are indeed very fortunate.
As we look forward to enjoying the celebrations and the festivities let
us remember that some people will have had a very difficult year. Illness, bereavement, breakdowns of relationships, loss of a job and
many other things make for tough times for those involved and we
have to support them all through these difficult periods. We should
keep these people in our thoughts and prayers throughout this season of goodwill.
As I sat in church this morning I thought how lucky we are to have
such a supportive Minister and congregation. I thought especially
about how fortunate we are to have such a good group of young people who bring the freshness of youth and vitality to our worship. They
really are a credit to us. The UYPG will be doing something during all
our Advent Services so I hope we will have good congregations to
support them.
Sue and myself would like to wish everybody a Merry Christmas and
a Happy and Peaceful New Year.
Ken

MRS EILEEN BULLOCK
We are sad to report that Eileen passed away on Sunday 17th November. Eileen was connected to church and Sunday School for her
whole life. She had been ill for sometime and in recent times she was
simply unable to get to church services.
We offer our condolences to Clare, Helen and Janet and hope that
they are able to come to terms with their sad loss.
The funeral took place on Monday 25th November conducted by the
Minister.

MR ALAN ROSLING
We were sorry to hear that Alan Rosling died on Thursday 21st November. Alan and his wife did not live in the area so we only saw them
when it was their Sunday to donate the flowers. Alan of course was
the son of Rev Joseph Prestwich Rosling who was our Minister from
1928 to 1947. We offer our condolences to his family and friends.

MRS KATHLEEN TURNER
The funeral of Kathleen took place on Monday 4th November conducted by the Minister.
Kathleen was always involved with church and Sunday School. Her
talents as an artist were well known and she was at one time the cub
leader at Hob Hill (3rd Stalybridge) Cubs and Scouts. Whatever Kathleen did she worked very hard at it.
We hope that Christopher, Richard and families as well as Shirley are
able to come to terms with this sad loss.

CHRISTMAS CAROL SERVICE
This will take place on Sunday 22nd December at 4pm. The Juvenile
Membership Certificates will also be presented by the Minister.
Let us hope that the weather is kind and we are able to welcome
friends old and new from near and far.

CHRISTMAS TREE
Once again Martin Arnold has agreed to donate our church Christmas
tree. Martin has been kind enough to do this for many years now but
he has always instructed me not to make it public. However I’ve decided to risk it as help like this should not be kept secret.
Thank you Martin.

ANNE HOLDEN (nee Whitehead)
We are sorry to hear that Anne has been diagnosed with a serious illness. She will shortly be starting a course of chemotherapy prior to
undergoing surgery. Tom will be staying with Anne in Eastbourne for
the time being as it will be impossible for her to visit Tom during her
treatment. We wish them both well and assure them that they are in
our thoughts and prayers. Tom will find it particularly difficult to miss
the Carol Service so we must ensure that we sing Hob Hill and Chime
On at the tops of our voices.

JUVENILE MEMBERSHIP
Parents who would like their children to be Juvenile members of
church should contact Jennifer Price. Jennifer will require the FULL
name of the child plus £1 membership.
The Juvenile Membership certificates will be presented during the
Christmas Carol service which will be held at 4pm on Sunday 22nd December.

Poppy display from the Remembrance Sunday Service

FUND RAISING AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS
Well, here we are again very much into our Christmas preparations. The current weather certainly seems to have got us in the
mood anyway! Thanks to those of you who attended our latest coffee morning – we had a good turn out and managed to make
nearly £40 towards out church funds.
By the time you are reading this, I expect our Christmas Fair will be
over, so I shall report on that in the next edition of Chalice. I must
thank those of you who have already made donations to help make
it a success, they are much appreciated.
Our annual Christmas Party will take place on Saturday 14th December starting at 3 pm. Everyone is welcome, adults and children
alike. The cost will be £6 per adult and for our own UYPG children
there is no charge. Other children are also most welcome, but a
charge of £3 will be made for them.
There is a notice on the
board for this, so please put your names down if you would like to
come along and join in the fun and games. We are expecting a
special visit from Father Christmas, so don’t miss out on the fun
and please come along.
Early in 2014, we shall be making our visit to the Museum of
Transport on 16th February. A light lunch will be held after the service, which, by the way, will be the Ladies’ Service and then we will
make our way to the museum after that. It should prove most interesting, so please ensure you put your name on the notice whether
it be for lunch or the Museum visit or both so we can make sure we
have enough food and lifts for those that require them.
Two weeks after that, we are lucky enough to be having a night of
music from Denton Brass. You will remember Denton Brass as
they have played for us for Whit Sunday for a number of years. A
notice will be put on the board giving further details shortly, so
please look out for that.

Two weeks after that, we are lucky enough to be having a night of
music from Denton Brass. You will remember Denton Brass as
they have played for us for Whit Sunday for a number of years. A
notice will be put on the board giving further details shortly, so
please look out for that.
Although this is a ‘double’ edition of Chalice, we have not arranged
too much over the next couple of months as I am sure you will all
be busy enough over the Christmas period and will probably want
well earned rests in January.
We do however have another fund raising meeting this year to be
held on Monday 9th December at 7.15pm, so if you have any ideas
at all, please either come along or pass your ideas onto a committee member before that date as we need to raise as much as possible next year and any new ideas to help us do that would be most
welcome.
Before I close, let me, on behalf of the fund raising committee,
thank you all for the support you have given us over 2013 and wish
everyone a happy and peaceful Christmas and a prosperous New
Year.
Sue Howard

QUOTE, UNQUOTE
Christmas is not a time nor a season, but a state of mind. To cherish peace and goodwill, to be plenteous in mercy, is to have the
real spirit of Christmas.
Calvin Coolidge

FAMILY CHRISTMAS CAROL
SERVICE AND PRESENTATION OF
JUVENILE MEMBERSHIP
CERTIFICATES
Sunday 22nd December
at 4pm

ALL WELCOME

WOMEN'S LEAGUE
There will be no meetings in December or January, as the Christmas Lunch takes the place of the December meeting. The February
meeting will take place on Wednesday 5th at 3pm (weather permitting), when there will be a Faith tea.

SATURDAY 14th DECEMBER
AT 3pm
The cost will be £6 per adult and for our own UYPG children there is no charge. Other children are also most
welcome, but a charge of £3 will be made for them.

The Gold Wrapping Paper – A Short Christmas Story
Once upon a time, there was a man who worked very hard just to
keep food on the table for his family. This particular year a few days
before Christmas, he punished his little five-year-old daughter after
learning that she had used up the family's only roll of expensive gold
wrapping paper.
As money was tight, he became even more upset when on Christmas Eve he saw that the child had used all of the expensive gold paper to decorate one shoebox she had put under the Christmas tree.
He also was concerned about where she had gotten money to buy
what was in the shoebox.
Nevertheless, the next morning the little girl, filled with excitement,
brought the gift box to her father and said, "This is for you, Daddy!"
As he opened the box, the father was embarrassed by his earlier
overreaction, now regretting how he had punished her.
But when he opened the shoebox, he found it was empty and again
his anger flared. "Don't you know, young lady," he said harshly,
"when you give someone a present, there's supposed to be something inside the package!"
The little girl looked up at him with sad tears rolling from her eyes
and whispered: "Daddy, it's not empty. I blew kisses into it until it was
all full."
The father was crushed. He fell on his knees and put his arms
around his precious little girl. He begged her to forgive him for his unnecessary anger.
The father kept this little gold box by his bed for all the years of his
life. Whenever he was discouraged or faced difficult problems, he
would open the box, take out an imaginary kiss, and remember the
love of his beautiful child who had put it there.

FLOWERS FOR DECEMBER AND JANUARY
December 2013
1st Women's League
8th Susan Roberts
15th Janet Pearson
22nd Jean Thomas
29th Margaret Bennett

IMO Past Members and friends
IMO Mr & Mrs Frank Roberts
IMO Mrs Mary Dagnah
IMO Glyn David Thomas
IMO Mr & Mrs W. Hallatt

January 2014
5th Men's Guild
IMO Past Members & Friends
th
12 Mrs Norah Caton
IMO Mr & Mrs Elson Caton
19th Stuart & Anne Hinchliffe
26th Jenny & Ian Price

STEWARDS FOR DECEMBER/JANUARY
1st December
8th December
15th December
22nd December
29th December
5th January
12th January
19th January
26th January
2nd February

Bill Atkin
Jennifer Price
Wendy Maher
Ken Howard
Don Andrews
Bill Atkin
Jennifer Price
Wendy Maher
Ken Howard
Don Andrews

MUSIC DURING THE SERVICE
1st December
8th December
15th December
22nd December
29th December

Church Melody
Morning E Grieg
"A Merry Christmas to you All" W M Spark
Carol Service no music
What Child is this?

5th January Now Thank we all our Go 'Marche Triomphale S Karg Elert
12th January Aria C Tambling
19th January In a Monastery Garden A W Ketelbey
26th January Fantasie - Prelude On Crimond H Geehl

