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MINISTER’S LETTER
Dear Friends
Every year I have had the privilege of being able to minister to a number of
families who are going through the difficult time of a bereavement. Sometimes
the family is connected with church in some way and other times the family
have no knowledge of our church before they meet me. In every case I do my
best to conduct a service which helps the family at their time of grief.
I am always conscious that as the year draws to a close, these families are approaching their first Christmas without their loved one and I would like to do
something to help them at this time. That is why I like to hold a Christmas Memorial Service at church in December. In the past this service has always
been held on one evening during the week but this year, with the agreement of
the Church Committee we are going to hold the service as our Sunday morning
service on 7th December.
I shall be inviting all the families I have met who will not be getting an invitation
to a similar service elsewhere (some funeral directors also arrange similar services) to join us that morning. The service will include some familiar carols and
readings and will also include a time for each family to light a candle in memory
of their loved one. The service will be suitable for children and I would like the
members of our Young People’s Group to remain in church throughout the service that day. A number of our youngsters have experienced a death within
their family and I hope that this service will be helpful to them and their parents.
Please try to be with us that Sunday and give your usual, warm Stalybridge
welcome to the families that will be joining us.
Every blessing,
Andrew
Baptisms
2nd November
16th November

Maisie Belle Thompson
Nia Seren Mosley-Benham

It has been a great pleasure to have these two little girls with us at our morning
services in recent weeks and we send them our love and best wishes for their
futures.

FUNERAL
The funeral service for Mr Peter Goacher took place in church on 29th
October followed by committal at Dukinfield Crematorium, the Minister
officiating. Our sincere condolences go to Doreen and all Peter’s family.
We have missed Peter’s gentle and unassuming presence among us in
recent years and we pray that he will now rest in perfect peace, in God’s
safe keeping.

WARDEN’S NOTES
Once again we look forward to celebrating the birth of Jesus. It is as valuable a celebration as it ever was; the message of Jesus is just as important now as it was 2000 years ago; Christmas is a time when we all
remember once more the reason for our existence as a Unitarian Free
Christian Congregation. We look back on the history of our congregation
with real pride but our history really goes back to the birth of Jesus Himself. I know I am stating the obvious but without Jesus then we would
probably not be together as a congregation at all.
As well as the obvious Christmas celebrations we must take time out to
think of those people who, for various reasons, will be unable to worship
with us this year. We must also remind ourselves of the many people all
over the world who will not be eating a hearty Christmas meal, and we
must also think of the many children who will not receive a Christmas
present. We are indeed very fortunate to live in a free, relatively wealthy
country. Others are not so fortunate.
Sue and I would like to wish everybody a Peaceful, Joyful Christmas and
a Very Happy New Year.
Ken

NCUSSU ARTS AND CRAFTS EXHIBITION AT OLD
CHAPEL DUKINFIELD 9TH MAY 2015
The syllabus and all other details are now available. Please note because of the building repairs at Old Chapel the timings for some of the
events have changed. Please read the syllabus carefully. The
Stalybridge entries will be received after the morning service on 5th April.

JUVENILE MEMBERSHIP
As usual the 2015 Juvenile memberships will be distributed during the
Carol Service on 21st December. If you wish your child(ren) to be a
member of church please see Clare Bullock.

FAMILY CAROL SERVICE
This will be held at 4 pm on Sunday 21st December. Please make every effort to attend and bring along as many friends and family as you
possibly can.

OLD CHAPEL PANTOMIME
The 2015 pantomime is Dick Whittington and will be on stage from
14th to 21st February. Please try to support this great production.

OBITUARY MR PETER GOACHER
We are sorry to report that Peter passed away after a long illness. The funeral was held at church on 29th October followed by Committal at Dukinfield.
The Minister officiated. Peter was a valued member of this congregation and
he will be sadly missed. We hope that Doreen finds comfort within the congregation of Stalybridge Unitarian Church.

CHRISTMAS TREE
Once again our Christmas tree has been provided by Martin Arnold.
Martin has done this for many years now and we thank him for this
invaluable support.

CHURCH CHRISTMAS PARTY
This will start at 3 pm on Saturday 13th December. Please put you
names on the list so that we can organise the food and Father Christmas can bring the right number of presents.

FUND RAISING AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS
Doesn’t time go quickly. Here we are thinking about events in 2015.
By the time you read this, our family games night will be over, Although I wasn’t able to be there, I hear that a good time was had by all,
especially the children, so thanks to all who came along and especially
to those who worked hard to make it all happen. I don’t think everyone
always realises how much preparation and clearing up a night like that
involves. So thanks a lot to those responsible.
Our next big event is obviously our Christmas Fair at 11.00am on Saturday 29th November. As usual we need your help in collecting different things for the stalls, and boxes have been left in the committee/
coffee room for any contributions for the tombola or raffle, so please
help out if you can in any way. I would also like to make a special appeal for our Home Bake stall. One or two of our regular bakers will be
indisposed around that time, so even if you do not normally bake,
please would you perhaps consider it and produce something suitable
for sale on the home bake stall. I know we have a few excellent cake
makers amongst you.
After that we are approaching Christmas with the Christmas party on
Saturday 13th December at 3 pm. We will need names on the list for
the Christmas party with children’s names and ages on, so Father
Christmas knows who will be there. Adults are obviously all welcome
as well to join in and the cost for them is £6. Our own UYPG children
will not be charged but visiting children will be charged £4 each. We
need everyone’s names on for catering purposes, so please enter your
names as soon as you can or give me a ring and let me know you will
be coming.
We then enter January when we have a couple of events planned.
Following our success at the Arts and Crafts last year, we aim to do
even better this year and intend to have some expert advice on Friday
16th January 2015 when skilled members and friends will come along
and show us how to get the best results in the adult classes of Arts
and Crafts.

Anyone who feels like they would like some assistance or are prepared to give advice, then this is the night for you. A light supper will
be served at a cost of £5, so please look out for the notice on the
board and enter your names so we have an idea of how many to cater for.
Following on from this, we shall be having a picnic lunch after the
service on Sunday 25th January, after which we shall try and help
our young people with the skills they need for their entries. Once
again, anyone who feels they could help would be most welcome just let us know. All are welcome to stay for the (indoor) picnic
lunch, so once again please enter your names and your children’s
names if you wish to partake.
Our next meeting shall be on Monday 8th December at 7.15pm and
anyone interested in fund raising or social events are most welcome
to attend. We need as much help as possible especially with new
ideas.
On a personal note, may I just say thank you to everyone who has
sent me cards and good wishes following my recent operation. It all
went well and I’m sure I’ll see you all at church again soon when I
will hopefully be running about!!!
Sue Howard

MEMORIAL TREE
During this time of remembrance and memories, may I just point out
to people that we have a Memory Tree in church (at the front near
the communication table) where you can leave a memory token for
your loved ones. Please find time to have a look at it and if you
would like to acknowledge anyone, then please let Clare or me
know. You will have to choose a simple shape and a message and
the UYPG children will make it up for you after which it will be laminated and then you can hang it on the tree with the others. You may
remember anyone you like, they don’t necessarily have to be past
church members but for anyone you will get comfort from remembering.
Sue Howard

WOMEN’S LEAGUE
There will be no meeting in December or January, so the next meeting
will be held on Wednesday 4th February at 3pm.
A very big thank you to all the ladies (members and non- members) who
helped in any way on Saturday 2nd November when we were host to the
Manchester District Women's League for a service, meeting and lunch.
Thank you also to Andrew for taking the service and to Barry for playing
the organ. We had lots of compliments on the day, Thanks again to you
all, we couldn't have done it without you!
Margaret Hallsworth

Members of the UYPG enjoying themselves at the family games
night

FLOWERS FOR DECEMBER & JANUARY
December

7th Miss Susan Roberts
14th Mrs Jean Thomas
21st Mrs Janet Pearson
28th

IMO Mr & Mrs Frank Roberts
IMO Mr Glyn David Thomas
IMO Mrs Mary Dagnah
Vacant Date

January

4th
11th
18th
25th

Mrs Margaret Bennett IMO Past YPL Members & Friends
Mrs Nora Caton
IMO Mr & Mrs Elson Caton
Mr & Mrs Stuart Hinchcliffe
The Men's Guild
IMO Past Members and Friends

STEWARDS FOR DECEMBER & JANUARY
7th
14th
21st
28th
4th
11th
18th
25th
1st

December
December
December
December
January
January
January
January
February

Ken Howard
Don Andrews
Bill Atkin
Jennifer Price
Wendy Maher
Ken Howard
Don Andrews
Bill Atkin
Jennifer Price

MUSIC DURING THE SERVICE
7th
14th
21st
28th
4th
11th
18th
25th

December
December
December
December
January
January
January
January

Softly & tenderly
Coventry carol
Carol Service
Chorale prelude
Fugue
March
Andante in G
Morning prayer

W Thomson
J Pachelbel
G Frescobaldi
S Clark
F Harington
A Freyer

