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MINISTER’S LETTER
Dear Friends,
In this season of Advent, the darkest time of the year, we anticipate
Christmas and the coming New Year. In this season we may think of the
coming celebrations, what it means to be with our loved ones, close
family and friends. I know that this may not be true for everyone and that
for some the coming Christmas season may add to a sense of loneliness and exclusion. Indeed, we do not have to go very far to see that,
even within our own local communities, poverty and isolation are all too
evident. In recognition of this, various churches have in recent years
placed emphasis on the reality of a 'Blue Christmas' with services of
worship and events that can help people cope with a season that may
bring sadness as well as joy. None of us can live without experiencing
loss and suffering at some time in our lives, and Christmas also brings
memories of those we have lost and with whom we have shared the
blessings of past seasons. Let us remember them with warmth and
fondness.
The true Christian heart reaches out to those in need and who are suffering and perhaps does so more readily at Christmas than at any other
time of the year. But let us not forget that the dispensation of joy, goodwill and peace and charity is actually required, as both attitude and action, throughout the whole twelve months of the year.
In the Gospel of John we are reminded in such beautiful language of the
power of Advent and Christmas. I hope such words might inspire us to
wait quietly and reverently for the Christ Child, for that light to come into
the world and into our own souls:
And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.
This light that came into the world, a world that did not know him nor did
his own receive him; the brilliance of this light 'full of grace and truth'. In
our prayers, our praise and meditation we open our hearts to this divine
love, to the Prince of Peace. On this war scarred planet we are, through
Christ, given a glimpse of the potential god-like nature of humanity, of
God's Kingdom waiting to be born on earth. May it be so.

May the humility of the shepherds,
the faith of the wise men
the joy of the angels
and the peace of the Christ Child
be God’s gift to us
and to all people
this Christmas and always.
Best wishes as always,
Bob

WARDEN’S NOTES
Once again we look forward to celebrating the birth of Jesus. It is as
valuable a celebration as it ever was; the message of Jesus is just as
important now as it was 2000 years ago; Christmas is a time when we
all remember once more the reason for our existence as a Unitarian
Free Christian Congregation.
It is at times like Christmas when we should realise how lucky we are to
practise our faith without fear or restriction. Christians are very often
criticised as being old fashioned and out of touch. I would answer that
by saying that being in touch with God is one of the most wonderful
things that anyone could wish for. The message of Jesus was all inclusive and it is our job to hand his special message on to the generations
to come.
Christmas is obviously a happy time but we must temper our enjoyment
by thinking about people who are not as fortunate as us. People who
are hungry, living in war zones, refugees and the victims of war and terrorism need our prayers at this time. The recent atrocities in Paris,
Bamako and elsewhere inevitably cause us to wonder about our faith. It
is important to remember that the terrorists were not acting in the name
of God as they claim. They are in fact doing the work of the devil.
Sue and I would like to wish everybody a Peaceful, Joyful Christmas
and a Very Happy New Year.
Ken

FAMILY CAROL SERVICE

This will be held at 4 pm on Sunday 20th December. Please make every
effort to attend and bring along as many friends and family as you possibly
can.

OLD CHAPEL PANTOMIME

The 2016 pantomime is ALADDIN and will be on stage from 13th to 20th
February. Please try to support this great production.

CHRISTMAS TREE
Once again our Christmas tree has been provided by Martin Arnold. Martin
has done this for many years now and we thank him for this invaluable
support.

CHURCH CHRISTMAS PARTY

This will start at 3 pm on Saturday 12th December. Please put you names
on the list so that we can organise the food and Father Christmas can
bring the right number of presents.

NCUSSU ARTS AND CRAFTS EXHIBITION AT OLD CHAPEL DUKINFIELD 14th MAY 2016
The syllabus and all other details will be available shortly. Please note because of the building repairs at Old Chapel the timings for some of the
events may change. Please read the syllabus carefully. The Stalybridge
entries will be received after the morning service on 3rd April.

REV BOB POUNDER
We are sorry to inform the congregation and friends of Stalybridge Unitarian Church that Bob has recently been diagnosed with prostate cancer.
It is likely that Bob will undergo an operation to remove his prostate sooner
rather than later but no date has been fixed as yet. In the meantime Bob is
determined to carry on as normal until the date for his operation is finalised.
This is obviously a huge blow to Bob and all the family and it is our job as
a congregation to support Bob, Sue and all the family throughout what will
be a testing period for them.

OBITUARY MRS MINNIE PARKER
We are sorry to report that Mrs Minnie Parker has sadly passed away.
Minnie regularly supported events at church while Andrew was our Minister and we will miss her presence and dry humour. The funeral took
place at Hyde Chapel Gee Cross on Friday 27th November. Rev Eric
Breeze officiated.
Andrew has diligently looked after his mum for these past few months
and we offer our condolences to Andrew, Martin, Heather and all the
family at this difficult time.

TOM WHITEHEAD AND ANNE HOLDEN
Tom has had a fall and is currently in hospital after undergoing an operation on his hip. Anne is still continuing with her course of chemotherapy. They were hoping to join us for Christmas but this may be in doubt
now. We assure them both that they are in our thoughts and prayers.

CHRISTMAS LUNCH AT OLDHAM UNITARIAN CHAPEL

On Sunday 13th December our friends from Oldham will be joining us for
our morning service. They will also stay for a cup of tea with us.
Following our service the Oldham congregation have kindly invited us to
join them for a Christmas lunch in their bespoke café/restaurant. We are
promised an excellent meal. The cost is £12.95 per person. Please put
your name on the notice in church as soon as possible to help with the
catering.

COMMUNION SERVICE 6th DECEMBER
We are aware that some members of the congregation would like to take
Communion. After discussing this with Rev Bob Pounder we have decided to hold a Communion Service on Sunday 6th December immediately
after the morning service. Everyone is welcome to attend this service.
Within the Unitarian Christian tradition no preconditions to taking communion are set and everyone is able and encouraged to attend.

JUVENILE MEMBERSHIP
As usual the 2016 Juvenile Membership certificates will be awarded during the Carol Service on 20th December. If you wish your child(ren) to be
a member of church please see Clare Bullock as a matter of urgency.

FUND RAISING AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS
As I write this, I am realising that perhaps we are fast approaching winter! Although it has been a bit wet I think it has been amazingly warm,
so this last few days has come as a bit of a shock.
By the time you are reading this, we will all be recuperating after our
Christmas Fair, which, I hope, went off as well as it usually does. I’m
sure there will be many thanks due to very many people, so I will do it
now – THANK YOU to all who helped in any way, those of you who donated or made anything and to everybody who attended and spent their
money. As this is a double edition of Chalice, I will let you know how we
got on at the end of January in the next Chalice.
As I mentioned last month, we will be holding our Christmas party on
Saturday 12th December starting at 3 pm. Please put your name on the
list as soon as possible if you wish to come along. Everyone is welcome,
children and adults alike, but we do need to know how many to cater for.
We will also need the age of anyone under 16 so we can tell Father
Christmas what kind of presents he should bring. Let’s hope he will be
able to fit us in on that Saturday before his very busy period begins later
on in the month.
Please look on the notice board and indicate if you would like to hear a
talk about Beatrix Potter or Lowry. Once we have a bit of interest shown,
I shall try and book the lady to come and give her talk sometime in the
new year.
Following our latest meeting, we have decided that we will try and hold a
special dinner on April 22nd next year to celebrate both St George’s Day
and Her Majesty the Queen’s 90th birthday. I know it seems a long way
off yet, but keep your eyes open for a notice about it on the board. It will
obviously be a very English night so we hope everyone will enjoy the
traditional food.
We have not actually arranged anything else for now, as we will all start
to be busy over the Christmas period and we will see how the weather is
in the new year and then see what can be arranged. If there is any event
you would like to see arranged which you think would help us in our fund
raising efforts, please let someone on the committee know.

It is always better to do something that people want than us just arranging something which people don’t want to come to. Alternatively, why
not come along to our next fund raising meeting which will be held on
Monday 12th January 2016 at church starting at 7.15 pm.
Until then, I wish you all a very happy and peaceful Christmas and look
forward to seeing you soon.
Sue Howard

WOMEN’S LEAGUE
We will not be having a meeting in December or January, The next one
will be on Wednesday 6th February (weather permitting).
Margaret Hallsworth

Memthe

bers of
UYPG at
the Remembrance Service

FLOWERS FOR DECEMBER & JANUARY
December
6th
13th
20th
27th

Vacant
Vacant
Janet Pearson IMO her mother Mary Dagnah
Jean Thomas IMO her husband Glynn Thomas

January
3rd

10th
17th
24th
31st

Margaret Bennett IMO past Unitarian Young People's League
friends
Mrs Norah Caton IMO Mr and Mrs Elson Caton
Mr & Mrs Stuart Hinchcliffe
Men's Guild IMO past members and friends
Vacant

Flower Rota. There are vacancies as follows; 6th December, 13th
December and 31st January. Please see Margaret Hallsworth if you
would like to donate flowers on any of these dates.

STEWARDS FOR DECEMBER & JANUARY
6th
13th
20th
27th
3rd
10th
17th
24th
31st
7th

December
December
December
December
January
January
January
January
January
February

Jennifer Price
Wendy Maher
Ken Howard
Bill Atkin
Jennifer Price
Wendy Maher
Ken Howard
Bill Atkin
Jennifer Price
Wendy Maher

MUSIC DURING THE SERVICE
6th
13th
20th
27th
3rd
10th
17th
24th
31st

December
December
December
December
January
January
January
January
January

Etranger 'Noel'
Christmas Pastoral
Carol Service
Les Cloches
Passacaglia
Gentle Maiden
Prelude in B flat
Chant Idyllique
Legende

l C d' Aquin
J Lemmens
N A Begue
E A Dicks
E Newton
J S Bach
E Halsey
Rebikoff

