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MINISTER’S LETTER
Dear Friends,
At the time of writing December is almost upon us as we prepare for
Christmas and the New Year. This is a busy time, so much to do in such
a short space of time. But this is the way it is, the years pass by and the
event calendars and the diaries fill up to remind us of our commitments.
However, in this constant cycle of activity another process inexorably
takes place. We call it 'continuity and change'. We could say that, 'the
only thing of permanence is change itself' and so it must be with our
church life. We Unitarians, of course, have traditions which we honour,
like the 'freedom of the pulpit' and the 'right of private judgement' in matters of religion.
The ministry at Stalybridge is scripturally based to coincide with the Unitarian and Free Christian faith; as it should be. Richard Wright, the famous Unitarian missionary of the 19th century wrote, "If Unitarianism be
genuine Christianity, it must be suitable to the common people as primitive Christianity was, being the same thing." He said that it was the common people who had heard Jesus gladly and so they must have understood him and been interested in what he taught.
My point here is that, Richard Wright, like the Quaker, George Fox, travelled the length and breadth of Britain preaching the word of God in all
kinds of places, having discourse with people, explaining the basis of
faith. Fox would say that he 'opened up the scriptures' for them. In other
words, the spiritual message and the teachings of the Bible were made
relevant to those who participated and listened; there would have been
no set liturgy because the preaching of the word was paramount.
Having said that, I would say that what we know as the 'hymn sandwich'
is a tried and tested liturgy, or order of service and we will continue to
use it. However, the Christian faith is rich and diverse, there is no one
'proper religious service' and in a changing world we do have to reach
out imaginatively, and be relevant to a changing society, we have to be
relevant to younger people with the continuity of the liberal Christian
message.
May you receive all the blessings of Christmas.
Bob.

WARDEN’S NOTES
Once again we look forward to celebrating the birth of Jesus. It
is as valuable a celebration as it ever was; the message of Jesus is just as important now as it was 2000 years ago; Christmas is a time when we all remember once more the reason for
our existence as a Unitarian Free Christian Congregation. We
look forward to singing our favourite carols and we look forward
to spending valuable time with our friends and family.
I suppose we can say that 2016 has been a strange year with
BREXIT being the main topic of discussion in the UK. I find it
strange that those who voted for BREXIT are being called idiots
(and worse). Are we living in a democracy or not? Sadly the answer is probably “not really”!
It is at times like Christmas when we should realise how lucky
we are to practise our faith without fear or restriction. Christianity is really quite simple. It is a message of love. This is what we
have to pass on to the younger members of our congregation.
Christmas is obviously a happy time but we must temper our enjoyment by thinking about people who are not as fortunate as
us. People who are hungry, living in war zones, refugees and
the victims of war and terrorism need our prayers at this time.
The world continues to be troubled by people whose only aim in
life is to cause hardship and suffering.
As we sit around in our warm houses we must never forget that
most people in the world will not receive a Christmas present at
all.
Sue and I would like to wish everybody a Peaceful, Joyful
Christmas and a Very Happy New Year.
Ken

CHRISTMAS TREE
Once again our Christmas tree has been provided by Martin Arnold. Martin has done this for many years now and we thank him
for this invaluable support.

CHURCH CHRISTMAS PARTY
This will start at 3pm on Saturday 3rd December. Please put you
names on the list so that we can organise the food and Father
Christmas can bring the right number of presents.

COMMUNION SERVICE 11th DECEMBER
We are aware that some members of the congregation would like
to take Communion. After discussing this with Rev Bob Pounder
we have decided to hold a Communion Service on Sunday 11th
December immediately after the morning service. Everyone is
welcome to attend this service. Within the Unitarian Christian tradition no preconditions to taking communion are set and everyone is able and encouraged to attend.

NCUSSU ARTS AND CRAFTS EXHIBITION AT OLD
CHAPEL DUKINFIELD 13thMAY 2017
The syllabus and all other details will be available shortly. Please
note because of the building repairs at Old Chapel the timings for
some of the events may change. Please read the syllabus carefully. The Stalybridge entries will be received after the morning
service on 2nd April.

JUVENILE MEMBERSHIP
As usual the 2017 Juvenile Membership certificates will be
awarded during the Carol Service on 18th December. If you wish
your child(ren) to be a member of church please see Clare Bullock as a matter of urgency.

FAMILY CAROL SERVICE
This will be held at 4pm on Sunday 18th December. Please make
every effort to attend and bring along as many friends and family
as you possibly can.

OLD CHAPEL DUKINFIELD PANTOMIME
The 2017 pantomime is TOM, THE PIPER’S SON and will be on
stage from 18th to 25th February. Please try to support this great
production.

FUND RAISING AND SOCIAL GROUP
By the time you read this, we would have held our Christmas Fair,
but as this is a double edition of Chalice, I will not be able to report on how we did until the February edition. I hope you all enjoyed it and thanks to everyone who helped in any way and I
know already there have been a few of those people who have
been working hard – so thanks very much.
That brings us very neatly into Christmas and all that involves.
Firstly, our Christmas party will be held on Saturday 3rd December
starting at 3pm. It is not only for the children, adults are very welcome as well, but we need names of everyone wishing to attend
so we can prepare the buffet for the correct number of people.
We have sent word to Father Christmas so we are hoping he will
be able to attend.
We have not arranged much over the next few months, as we realise everyone will be keeping busy with their own arrangements.
We have however arranged to show another film as the last one
proved popular. We shall be showing the original Jungle Book on
20th January next year, starting at 7pm. As last time, we shall
have plenty of popcorn and ice cream available.
Unfortunately we had to cancel the Games Night which was due
to be held on 11th November due to lack of interest. I think people
are already finding themselves very busy! We will perhaps rearrange it for sometime next year.
We are very keen to arrange events that YOU want to attend, so
we need to know what you want to do. Please let a committee
member know or alternatively come along to our next fund raising
meeting if you have any ideas.

You do not need to be elected on to this committee, we just want
anyone who has any ideas or is prepared to help in any way with
this important part of our church to step forward. Fund raising
and social events are a very necessary part of our church life!
Our next meeting will be at church on Monday 9th January 2017
starting at 7.15pm.
In the meantime, we wish you all a very peaceful and happy
Christmas and hope 2017 brings you plenty of happiness and
love.
All the best
Sue Howard

During the Remembrance Service on Sunday 13th November
the men associated with the church and Sunday school who
gave their lives for their country were remembered.

A CHILDS TEN COMMANDMENTS
1. My hands are small; please don't expect perfection whenever I
make a bed, draw a picture, or throw a ball. My legs are short;
please slow down so that I can keep up with you.
2. My eyes have not seen the world as your have; please let me
explore safely: don't restrict me unnecessarily.
3. Housework will always be there. I'm only little for a short time please take time to explain things to me about this wonderful
world, and do so willingly.
4. My feelings are tender; please be sensitive to my needs; don't
nag me all day long. (You wouldn't want to be nagged for your inquisitiveness.) Treat me as you would want to be treated.
5. I am a special gift from God; please treasure me as God intended you to do, holding me accountable for my actions, giving me
guidelines to live by, and disciplining me in a loving manner.
6. I need your encouragement, but not your praise, to grow.
Please go easy on the criticism; remember, you can criticise the
things I do without criticising me.
7. Please give me the freedom to make decisions concerning myself. Permit me to fail, so that I can learn from my mistakes. Then
someday I'll be prepared to make the kind of decisions life requires of me.
8. Please don't do things over for me. Somehow that makes me
feel that my efforts didn't quite measure up to your expectations. I
know it's hard, but please don't try to compare me with my brother
or sister.
9. Please don't be afraid to leave for a weekend together. Kids
need vacations from their parents, just as parents need vacations
from kids. Besides, it's a great way to show us kids that your marriage is very special.
10. Please take me to Sunday school and church regularly, setting
a good example for me to follow. I enjoy learning more about God.
By Dr. Kevin Leman

FLOWERS FOR DECEMBER AND JANUARY
DECEMBER
4th Women's League
11th Jennifer & Ian Price
18th Janet Pearson
25th CHRISTMAS DAY

IMO Past members & friends
IMO Her mother Mary Dagnah

JANUARY
1st Mrs Jean Thomas
IMO Her husband Glynn Thomas
8th Mrs Margaret Bennett IMO Past YPL Friends
15th Mrs Norah Caton
IMO Mr & Mrs Elson Caton
nd
22 Mr &Mrs Stuart Hinchcliffe
29th The Men's Guild
IMO Past members & friends

STEWARDS FOR DECEMBER AND JANUARY
4th
11th
18th
25th
1st
8th
15th
22nd
29th
5th

December
December
December
December
January
January
January
January
January
February

Jennifer Price
Wendy Maher
Ken Howard
Bill Atkin
Jennifer Price
Wendy Maher
Ken Howard
Bill Atkin
Jennifer Price
Wendy Maher

MUSIC DURING THE SERVICE
4th
11th
18th
1st
15th
22nd
29th

December
December
December
January
January
January
January

Interlude
Jesus Joy
Carol Service
Minuet and Trio
Adagio
Until The Day Breaks
To A Wild Rose

C. Franck
J.S. Bach
E.D. Dicks
T.A. Arne
C. Gounod
E. MacDowell

