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WARDEN’S NOTES
Once again, we look forward to celebrating the birth of Jesus. It is, in my
opinion, wonderful that we are still celebrating his birth which happened
over 2000 years ago. His message is still as important today as it was
when he was alive. The simplicity of his ministry was something that deserves celebrating. However, we must realise that the world is not in a
good situation; countries are still being ravaged by war, people are still going hungry, refugees are living in frightening conditions and international
terrorism remains a threat. A world of peace and fairness still seems to
elude us but that does not mean we should stop trying. If the message of
Jesus and other prophets like him is spread far enough then surely our
world will improve.
After Christmas of course, we look forward to 2018. This will be an unexpected fresh start for us as we seek to appoint a new Minister. I must be
honest and say that this will not be a straightforward process; there are not
many Ministers available within our denomination and even less of a Unitarian Free Christian persuasion. Again, we will certainly work hard to
come up with a solution. I would ask you all to support all the people who
kindly agree to conduct services during this interregnum. It is important that
we work and worship together to ensure the future of our congregation.
Sue and myself would like to wish you all a very happy and peaceful
Christmas and New Year.
Ken Howard

REV BOB POUNDER
It is with regret that we must report that Rev Bob Pounder resigned from
his Ministry with Stalybridge Unitarian Church on 27th October 2017.
At our recent committee meeting it was decided that we should apply to be
included on the Vacant Pulpit List managed by The General Assembly of
Unitarian and Free Christian Churches, we will be offering a 50% Stipend
and 50% Manse Allowance. This process will start as soon as we have collated all the necessary information. In the meantime, the preachers for December will be Jennifer Price and/or Ken Howard (please check the diary
page). The Warden will try to arrange a varied list of preachers starting in
January and will post details on the notice board.

It was also agreed that we would arrange a once a month Family Service (no sermon) and possibly a favourite hymns service
I am sure we all wish Bob well with his continuing Ministry at Oldham
Unitarian Chapel.

JUVENILE MEMBERSHIP CERTIFICATES
Anybody under the age of 16 can become a juvenile member of
church. The certificates to recognise this will be presented during the
Family Carol Service on Sunday 24th December. If you wish your children to be a member of church, please see Clare Bullock.

CHRISTMAS LUNCH
This will be held at The Waggon and Horses, Mottram Road,
Stalybridge on Wednesday 13th December at 12.30 pm. All the information is on the notice board. Please put your name on the list if you
want to attend. You will need to pay a £5 deposit to Margaret Hallsworth, who also has details of the menu.

CHRISTMAS PARTY
This will be held in church on Saturday 2nd December starting at 3 pm.
Come along to play games, eat and have a fun time. We hope Father
Christmas will be able to visit us to distribute presents.
UYPG Members – Free. Visiting children £5. Adults £6. Please put
your names on the notice on the board.

CHALICE SUBSCRIPTIONS 2018
Thank you for your continuing support of the Stalybridge Unitarian
Chalice newsletter. If you wish to continue with your subscription
please can you fill in the enclosed Chalice Subscription form and select the relevant payment and delivery option.
If you would like to sponsor an edition of Chalice, we would be grateful
to receive a donation of £10. Please fill in the “Sponsorship” section of
the enclosed Chalice Subscription form and indicate if you would like
to remain an anonymous sponsor, otherwise your name will be included on the front of the sponsored edition.
A short message may also be inserted if you so wish.

FAMILY CAROL SERVICE
This will be held on Sunday 24th December (Christmas Eve) at 4 pm.
It will consist of readings and carols and be conducted by Jennifer
Price and Ken Howard.
During the service the UYPG members will be presented with their Juvenile Membership Certificates. This is a very special service and I
urge as many people as possible to attend.

THANKS
Thanks to Jeff Sheehan for donating a laptop computer to church for
use with our audio/visual equipment.

PEOPLE
Quite a few members of our congregation are extremely unwell. We
would like them and their families to know that they are constantly in
our thoughts and in our prayers.

Members of the UYPG taking part in the Remembrance
Service

FUND RAISING AND SOCIAL GROUP
Hasn’t time just flown by – I can’t believe it is nearly December already
and that brings with it everything relating to Christmas.
By the time you are reading this, we will have had our Christmas Fair.
I’m hoping the weather turned out OK and the day was successful. I
will let you know how we got on in the next edition of Chalice.
Our next event in December will be the Christmas party to be held on
the 2nd starting at 3pm. I hope everyone who wishes to attend has put
their name on the list, but if not please give me a ring and we may be
able to fit you in. Don’t forget we shall hopefully have a special guest
coming to visit!!
Following that, on 11th December, we shall be having a tea and talk
with Sue Holden who will be talking and singing about “What Christmas
Means to Me”. The afternoon will start at 1pm with a light lunch after
which the entertainment will start. Please let us know if you plan to attend by putting your name on the list on the notice board or by ringing
Wendy or myself. The cost for the afternoon will be £7. Those of you
who have heard Sue Holden before will know that this talented lady will
give us an afternoon to remember, so please try not to miss it.
Later on that same week, Margaret Hallsworth has arranged our Christmas lunch out at the Waggon and Horses in Stalybridge on Thursday
14th December. Please make sure Margaret has your choice of menu
and of course the deposit.
We have not arranged anything for January as we thought everyone
would like a rest after the Christmas activities, but after that, in February, we really need to get cracking with trying to arrange fund raisers. If
ANYONE has any ideas to help raise money, please let one of us know
or come along to our next fund-raising meeting which will be held at
7.15pm on Monday 8th January at church, you would be very welcome.
Until then, I hope you have a very happy Christmas and a peaceful
New Year.
With best wishes
Sue Howard

How the Fir Tree Became the Christmas Tree Story
This is the story of how the fir tree became the Christmas tree.
At the time when the Christ Child was born all the people, the animals,
and the trees, and plants were very happy. The Child was born to bring
peace and happiness to the whole world. People came daily to see the
little One, and they always brought gifts with them.
There were three trees standing near the crypt which saw the people,
and they wished that they, too, might give presents to the Christ Child.
The Palm said: "I will choose my most beautiful leaf, and place it as a fan
over the Child."
"And I," said the Olive, "will sprinkle sweet-smelling oil upon His head."
"What can I give to the Child?" asked the Fir, who stood near.
"You!" cried the others. "You have nothing to offer Him. Your needles
would prick Him, and your tears are sticky."
So the poor little Fir tree was very unhappy, and it said: "Yes, you are
right. I have nothing to offer the Christ Child."
Now, quite near the trees stood the Christmas Angel, who had heard all
that the trees had said. The Angel was sorry for the Fir tree who was so
lowly and without envy of the other trees. So, when it was dark, and the
stars came out, he begged a few of the little stars to come down and rest
upon the branches of the Fir tree. They did as the Christmas Angel
asked, and the Fir tree shone suddenly with a beautiful light.
And, at that very moment, the Christ Child opened His eyes—for He had
been asleep—and as the lovely light fell upon Him He smiled.
Every year people keep the dear Christmas Child's birthday by giving
gifts to each other, and every year, in remembrance of His first birthday,
the Christmas Angel places in every house a fir tree, also. Covered with
starry candles it shines for the children as the stars shone for the Christ
Child. The Fir tree was rewarded for its meekness, for to no other tree is
it given to shine upon so many happy faces.

SUNDAY
24th DECEMBER
AT 4.00PM

FLOWERS FOR DECEMBER
3rd
10th
17th
24th
31st

Vacant
Jennifer & Ian Price
IMO Frank Price & Ashley White
Janet Pearson
IMO Her Mother Mary Dagnah
IMO Olwyn Murphy & Past Women League Members &
Friends
Jean Thomas IMO Her Husband Mr Glyn David Thomas

FLOWERS FOR JANUARY
7th
14th
21st
28th

Mrs Margaret Bennett IMO Past YPL Members & Friends
Mrs Nora Caton
IMO Mr & Mrs Elson Caton
Mr & Mrs Stuart Hinchcliffe
Men's Guild
IMO Past Members & Friends

STEWARDS FOR DECEMBER AND JANUARY
3rd
10th
17th
24th
31st
7th
14th
21st
28th
4th

December
December
December
December
December
January
January
January
January
February

Jennifer Price
Wendy Maher
Ken Howard
Bill Atkin
Jennifer Price
Wendy Maher
Ken Howard
Bill Atkin
Jennifer Price
Wendy Maher

MUSIC DURING THE SERVICE
3rd
10th
17th
24th
31st
7th
14th
21st
28th

December
December
December
December
December
January
January
January
January

A Celtic Lullaby
Pipe Tune
Spiritus Domini
Christmas Service
31st Voluntary
Allegro
Fugiertes Praludium
Pastorale C Major
Moderato

P. Bryan
A. Ridout
S. Kemp

L. Lindeman
J. Rogers
A. Guilmant

