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MINISTER’S LETTER
Dear Friends
One of the Christian festivals which I like to incorporate into our
worship each year is Candlemas, February 2nd. The other day I
found some notes about it which had been written by our good
friend The Rev Dr Arthur Long who died several years ago now
and is greatly missed. He made some very interesting observations about the festival which I would like to pass on to you.
The Christian celebration of Candlemas goes back to at least the
6th century and is traditionally marked by a procession of candles
and the blessing of candles to be used during the coming year.
The festival commemorates an event recorded in Luke’s gospel at
what is known as the Presentation of Jesus - the occasion when
the baby Jesus was taken by his parents to the Temple in Jerusalem as the Jewish law required. There he was received with gladness by the old man Simeon, who took the child in his arms and
hailed him as “a light to lighten the Gentiles.”
The law required this to take place forty days after the birth of the
child and February 2nd is forty days from December 25th, the date
traditionally used for the celebration of the birth of Jesus. In former
times in Britain, Candlemas also marked the end of the Christmas
season and this was the date when all the evergreens and the
Christmas decorations were removed.
Arthur then pointed out that Candlemas can still be a meaningful
worship occasion. He said that it provides us with a pleasant opportunity for taking leave once again of the Christmas season and
reflecting on its meaning. At Candlemas, we welcome into our
midst “the little child in whom God smiled” - the one in whom there
is life and light for all people.

I wholeheartedly agree with Arthur, Candlemas is a very meaningful
festival and although it does not fall on a Sunday this year we will take
note of it in our service the day after, Sunday February 3rd.
Every blessing.
Andrew.

FUNERAL
14th January Mary Beswick of The Ladysmith, Ashton-under-Lyne.
Service in church followed by committal at Dukinfield Crematorium.
The Minister officiating

LADIES' SUNDAY
The Ladies' Sunday service will be on Sunday 17th February and be
conducted by The Rev Gillian Peel, Minister of Rochdale Unitarian
Church. Andrew will conduct the service at Rochdale that morning
where he was Student Pastor before coming to Stalybridge. Please do
your best to be present that Sunday to support our Ladies' Congregational Society and to welcome Gillian.

MINISTRY STUDENTS AT STALYBRIDGE
Students from the Unitarian College, Manchester will be coming to Stalybridge on Friday 15th February to spend the day with Andrew to learn
about the conduct of funerals. He will take them to visit a local funeral
director and to the crematorium at Dukinfield. We hope that they find
this day useful as part of their continuing studies.

HOME BAKE
After the Ladies Service on Sunday February 17th there will be a
Home Bake Stall with proceeds going to this years League Project
which is "Send a Child to Hucklow”

WARDEN’S NOTES
Our Christmas Carol Service was the best attended for some time with
94 people in the congregation and 31 young people receiving Juvenile
Membership Certificates; if only we could get congregations of that size
every Sunday! It was a real pity that Andrew and some other people
were unable to be with us because of illness.
So now we look forward with our faith renewed to 2013, our 151st Anniversary is just as important as last years’ 150th but without all the grand
celebrations. Every year is vital.
We are in the middle of the first real cold spell of the winter, snow is on
the ground. Young people love it and older people don’t like it very
much. Winter is sometimes a difficult time but we have the luxury of
looking forward to spring; it won’t be long until the trees start turning
green again and we all need to check that our lawn mowers are still
working! Our changing seasons may cause us problems from time to
time but we are also lucky to have them; we get to see the world in all
its’ different guises.
So let us look forward to another year of worship and another time of
communion with each other and with anyone else who joins us during
the year.
Most of all let us enjoy our time together whether during worship or during social events.
Ken

MINISTER’S HOLIDAYS 2013
Rev Andrew Parker will be on holiday on the Sundays shown below. In
the event of a pastoral emergency during these times please contact
the Warden.
Sunday 17th March
Sunday 12th May or Sunday 2nd June (to be confirmed)
Sunday 28th July
Sunday 15th September
Sunday 22nd September
Sunday 24th November
Alternative preachers will be organised and will be advised in Chalice.

SPECIAL SERVICES 2013
Sunday 17th February
Sunday 10th March
Sunday 24th March
Thursday 28th March
Friday 29th March
Sunday 31st March
Sunday 19th May
Sunday 7th July
Sunday 29th September
Sunday 10th November
Sunday 22nd December

Ladies’ Sunday Service
11 am
Mothering Sunday Service
11 am
Palm Sunday Service
11 am
Maundy Thursday Communion 7 pm
Good Friday Service at Dob Lane
10 am
Easter Sunday Service
11 am
Whit Sunday (Details not yet finalised)
151st Anniversary Service
11 am
Harvest Service
11 am
Remembrance Sunday Service 11 am
Family Carol Service
4 pm

A busy run up to Christmas

FUND RAISING AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS
Well here we are back again and as I write, I look out of the window
and see everything is white – so feel glad we decided we would have
a break in January and not arrange anything. We would be wondering
if an event should be cancelled or if we should go ahead and hope
people could get there, so a good decision I think.
We would probably have had our monthly coffee morning by the time
you are reading this, To remind you, we have moved our coffee mornings to Thursdays instead of Fridays, so the next one will be held on
Thursday 28th February starting at 10am until 12pm. Everyone is welcome, so why not come along for a drink and snack and a good natter.
There is a notice on the board regarding a visit to our local mosque.
We propose to visit the new mosque in Ashton one Sunday. We shall
have a light lunch after morning service and then set off. We have not
actually finalised a date, but please ensure your name is on the board
if you are interested in going and look out for a definite date. It should
prove very interesting.
As we did not hold our usual New Year Dinner, we shall be holding a
St Patrick’s Day evening on Friday 15th March which will include a full
dinner. The cost for this will be £6 and will start at 7.30pm. Please
look out the notice on the board and put your name down if you would
like to attend. All members and friends will be welcome so please
come along and make it a night to remember.
Our next fund raising meeting will take place on Monday 25th February
at 7.15pm which is just before the main church committee meeting.
Any and everyone is welcome to attend. We are always on the lookout for new fund raising ideas and help with organising events, so
please give it some thought and come along to church on that date if
you feel you could offer anything at all – we’d love to see you.
Let’s start 2013 with renewed energy and vigour and come up with
lots of ways of making money and entertaining our regulars and their
friends.
Sue Howard

Father Christmas comes to the Christmas party

The UYPG performing at the Family Christmas Carol Service

WOMEN’S LEAGUE
The Annual General Meeting of the Manchester District Women's
League will be held at Bury Unitarian Church on Saturday 2nd February, commencing with lunch at 12.00 noon. Please let me know if you
wish to attend. We shall be travelling by mini-bus with the ladies from
Old Chapel.
Our meeting in February will be on Wednesday 6th at 3pm. when I
shall be the hostess. All ladies are welcome, but please let me know if
you are coming for the first time, for catering purposes.
Margaret Hallsworth.

COFFEE MORNING
Coffee morning will be held on Thursday 28th February at Church from
10 am to 12 noon. Everybody is welcome, including children.

FLOWERS FOR FEBRUARY
3rd February Mrs Margaret Hallsworth
10th February Mrs Jessie Sykes

IMO Mr Vic Hallsworth
IMO Mrs Annie Norfolk
& Miss Ada Blackburn
17th February Mr & Mrs Derek Worthington IMO Mr & Mrs Albert
Worthington
24th February Mr & Mrs Ken Howard
IMO Miss Margaret Hitchen

STEWARDS FOR FEBRUARY/MARCH
3rd February
10th February
17th February
24th February
3rd March

Tom Whitehead
Bill Atkin
Wendy Maher
Ken Howard
Don Andrews

MUSIC DURING THE SERVICE
3rd February
10th February
17th February
24th February

Voluntary on "St Mary"
Andante
Hymn 20
Interlude

C. Darton
T Mee Pattison
Green book
Cesar Frank

