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MINISTER’S LETTER
Dear Friends
February is often thought of as a rather drab month but it does have its
positive side. One of the best things about arriving in February is the
knowledge that the shortest day has past and the afternoons and early
evening are beginning to get ever so slightly lighter each day. It takes
a few weeks before we really start to notice a change but during the
last few days I have noticed that it is getting darker just a little later at
night; and a few more minutes of daylight seems to make all the difference. It’s hard to believe that just a few weeks ago we had the shortest
day and that in no time at all now the snowdrops will be out and the
early daffodils making an appearance. The changes are there if we
stop to notice them.
Changes have also happened at Church, over a somewhat longer period now, but following the same pattern of slow, gradual change rather
than major upheaval. The congregation has changed; some familiar
faces are no longer with us and new people have begun to join us each
Sunday
One of the things that this congregation is particularly good at is welcoming new people. It is very important that if you notice a new person
at Sunday worship that you take the time to say hello and make that
person feel welcome. Invite them through for coffee after the service.
It can make all the difference. Walking into a place for the first time
where you know no-one can be daunting.
And if you are one of our newer faces then we are very glad you’ve
come to Stalybridge Unitarian Church and we’re delighted that you’ve
chosen to be part of our ever-changing and evolving church community. The church that doesn’t change has no future. The healthy church
embraces change and lets it flow as seamlessly as the changing seasons.
Every blessing,
Andrew

SPECIAL SERVICES 2014
2nd February
16th February
30th March
13th April
20th April
18th May
8th June
6th July
5th October
25th October
9th November
30th November
7th December
14th December
21st December

Candlemas
Ladies Service
Mothering Sunday
Palm Sunday
Easter Sunday
316th Anniversary of Dob Lane Chapel (at Dob Lane)
Whit Sunday
Stalybridge Unitarian Church 152nd Anniversary Service
Harvest Service
Women’s League Service
Remembrance Sunday
1st Sunday of Advent
2nd Sunday of Advent and Memorial Service
3rd Sunday of advent
Carol Service (4pm)

Preparing for the Christmas Fayre

WARDEN’S NOTES
I hope everybody enjoyed the Christmas Celebrations at Church. The
children’s party was very well attended and I know they all enjoyed a
good afternoon. Many thanks to all those who helped; and a special
thank you to Father Christmas who found time in his busy schedule to
visit us.
The Carol Service was a really special occasion. There were over 80
people present. Barry and Patchwork provided excellent musical contributions and 27 young people received Juvenile Membership Certificates.
We are extremely happy to have recently welcomed some new worshippers; they have all told me how welcome they have been made to feel. It
is vital that we make new worshippers feel a part of the congregation.
Some members have been and remain quite ill either at home or in hospital.
Both Derek Clayton and Peter Goacher have spent time in hospital but it
is pleasing to know that they have both been sent home to continue their
treatment. Anne Whitehead is continuing with her course of chemotherapy, this is affecting her quite a lot but she but remains extremely positive. Tom of course would like to come home but that is not possible for
now. Wendy Inman is unable to get around at all and that is why she has
not been to church. We have just heard that Margaret Bennett’s husband
is in hospital in Scotland.
As we embark on another year of church life I would like to assure all
these people that they are in the thoughts and prayers of every one of us.
Ken

CHALICE SUBSCRIPTION 2014
Thank you for your continuing support of the Stalybridge Unitarian Chalice newsletter. If you wish to continue with your subscription please can
you fill in the attached form and select the relevant payment and delivery
option.

OLD CHAPEL PANTOMIME
This year The Old Chapel Pantomime Society is producing CINDERELLA.
The performances are as follows:
Saturday 15th February 2.30pm and 7.30pm
Monday 17th to Saturday 22nd February at 7.30pm.
Tickets are £6 for adults and £3 for children under 16. Tickets can be
purchased by phoning Jenny Halsall on 0161 339 7450.

DONATIONS
We would like to place on record some recently received donations.
Nora Caton has donated £500 in memory of her husband Eric. The
Men’s Guild has donated £300. We have received donations from
other people who wish to remain anonymous.
We hope to be able to have the Communion Table Pictures cleaned
and brought back to life and these donations will certainly help.
Thank you.

NCUSSU 84th ARTS AND CRAFTS EXHIBITION
This will be held at Old Chapel Dukinfield on 10th May 2014. The syllabus and all paperwork is available on the table in the porch.
Please note ALL our entries will be received at church on Sunday
30th March after the morning service
Please make every effort to enter as many items as possible.

FUND RAISING AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS
We’re here again – I couldn’t believe it when Jeff told us he wanted our
Chalice contributions in – there was me thinking we were having a
month off as the December issue was a double month one – and all of
a sudden those two months have gone and here we are heading for
February already. Anyway, I hope you all had a lovely time over Christmas and the New Year. Our Christmas church activities already seem
like they were in the distant past. Thanks, though, to all who helped in
any way with our Christmas activities which I know were enjoyed by all
who attended. We managed to make a little in excess of £1200 for the
Christmas Fair which was brilliant! Also, congratulations to those of
you who used your talents to make over £100 towards our funds – it is
all so much appreciated.
On 16th February, we shall be making our visit to the Museum of Transport. A light lunch will be held after the service, which, by the way, will
be the Ladies’ Service and then we will make our way to the museum
after that. It should prove most interesting, so please ensure you put
your name on the notice whether it be for lunch or the Museum visit or
both so we can make sure we have enough food and lifts for those that
require them.
Two weeks after that on 28th February, we are lucky enough to be having a night of music from Denton Brass. It will cost you £5 for the evening when light refreshments will be served. Please look on the notice
board and put your name down if you wish to attend. You will remember Denton Brass as they have played for us for Whit Sunday for a
number of years.
We shall be holding another coffee morning, possibly with a bring and
buy as well, towards the end of February, but a notice will go up about
this and it will be mentioned during the notices given out during the
church service, so please look and listen out for further details as it
would be good to have as many as possible there and it gives you
chance for a good catch up with old friends.

If you would like to join our fund raising group, you would be most welcome, as we are always looking out for new ideas and help with existing ones – our next meeting will be held on Monday 10th February at
7.15pm which is just before the main church committee meeting.
We look forward to seeing as many of you as possible at our various
fund raising events – and don’t forget, your friends and family would be
more than welcome to join us as well.
Sue Howard

Santa with the UYPG Children at the Christmas party
QUOTE, UNQUOTE
The true essence of humankind is kindness. There are other qualities
which come from education or knowledge, but it is essential, if one
wishes to be a genuine human being and impart satisfying meaning to
one's existence, to have a good heart.
Tenzin Gyatso (1935)
The 14th Dalai Lama (B. 1935

MANCHESTER DISTRICT WOMEN'S LEAGUE
The AGM will be held at Bury Unitarian Church on Saturday 1st February. Old Chapel ladies have kindly invited us to travel with them by minibus. Please let me know as soon as possible if you wish to join us.

HOME BAKE STALL
The Ladies service will be held on Sunday 16th February. The service
will be conducted by the National President Mrs Joan McFarlane. After
to service there will be a Home Bake Stall in aid of this years project
which is Lymphoedema Support.

WOMEN’S LEAGUE
Our first for 2014 will be held on Wednesday 5th February at 3pm.when
we will have a Faith tea. All Ladies are very welcome but please let me
know if you would like to join us so that we have the numbers for catering purposes.
Margaret Hallsworth

FLOWERS FOR FEBRUARY
2nd Mrs Margaret Hallsworth
IMO Mr Vic Hallsworth
9th Mrs Jessie Sykes
IMO Mrs Annie Norfolk & Miss Ada Blackburn
IMO Mr & Mrs Albert Worthington
16th Mr & Mrs Derek Worthington
23rd Mrs Wendy Maher
IMO Mrs Sally Dowling & Michael

STEWARDS FOR FEBRUARY
2nd February
9th February
16th February
23rd February
2nd March

Don Andrews
Bill Atkin
Jennifer Price
Wendy Maher
Ken Howard

MUSIC DURING THE SERVICE
2nd February
9th February
16th February
23rd February

Alla Marcia in C T Adams
Song 22 Theme of Orlando Gibbins C Stanford
Prelude in E Minor J S Bach
"Lobe Den Herren" Praise to the Lord Max Reger

