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MINISTER’S LETTER
Dear Friends
My thanks to everyone who has helped make everything run so
smoothly over the last few weeks. The Carol Service was well attended and my thanks to everyone who helped decorate the church,
to all the readers who this year were our young people and to their
leaders for helping them prepare. Thanks to Barry for all the extra
time and effort he had to put in over the Christmas period.
When you receive this I will be taking a few weeks off to give me
some time to concentrate on family commitments. I am grateful to
the people who have volunteered to take services whilst I am off. All
being well I hope to be back at the end of February which amazingly
will be the first Sunday of Lent – another year racing by already!
On a more sombre note we have all been greatly saddened by the
death of our good friend Mrs Olwyn Murphy. At the time of writing I
do not yet have details of the funeral arrangements, once they are
known they will be announced in church. Our sincerest condolences
go out to all Olwyn's family and friends.
Wishing you every blessing.
Andrew.

NCUSSU ARTS AND CRAFTS EXHIBITION AT OLD
CHAPEL DUKINFIELD 9th MAY 2015
The syllabus and all other details are now available. Please note because of the building repairs at Old Chapel the timings for some of
the events have changed. Please read the syllabus carefully.
The Stalybridge entries will be received after the morning service on 5th April. Please note this will be the one and only opportunity for all entries including those that take place on the
day.
Please get working hard.

OLD CHAPEL PANTOMIME
The 2015 pantomime is Dick Whittington and will be on stage from
14th to 21st February. Please try to support this great production.
Tickets available on 01613397450.

OBITUARY MRS OLWYN MURPHY
We are sorry to inform everyone that Olwyn passed away following
an accident while on holiday in South Wales. Olwyn was a member of this church for many years. She was an active member of
the congregation and The Ladies Congregational Society. Her
dressmaking and embroidery skills were almost always certain to
guarantee us points at The Arts and Crafts. Olwyn will be sadly
missed by all of us as well as her friends at the Bowling Club
where she spent many happy hours.
The funeral will take place on Tuesday 3rd February at 1pm in
church followed by committal at Dukinfield Crematorium at 2pm.
Our thoughts and prayers are with Olwyn’s family and friends at
this extremely difficult time.

CHALICE SUBSCRIPTIONS 2015
Thank you for your continuing support of the Stalybridge Unitarian
Chalice newsletter. If you wish to continue with your subscription
please can you fill in the enclosed Chalice Subscription form and
select the relevant payment and delivery option.
If you would like to sponsor an edition of Chalice, we would be
grateful to receive a donation of £10. Please fill in the
“Sponsorship” section of the enclosed Chalice Subscription form
and indicate if you would like to remain an anonymous sponsor,
otherwise your name will be mentioned on the front of the sponsored edition.
A short message may also be inserted if you so wish.

WARDEN’S NOTES
Our faith is tested regularly and the sad accident which befell Olwyn
Murphy and her friends was as unexpected as it was tragic. It is obvious that this has effected all of us but it is fair to say that some people
are having more trouble coming to terms with the situation than others. This is when a congregation like ours must rally round to support
anyone who is having difficulties. We can of course not change things
but we must ensure that we look after each other.
Ken

REV ANDREW PARKER
As many of you know Andrew’s mum has recently been in hospital.
We are happy to report that she is now back at home but is in need of
a lot of care. The committee has granted Andrew some leave to give
him the opportunity to settle Minnie into a new care situation. The
names of people conducting services will be shown in the diary section. Andrew hopes to be back with us on 22nd February. In the meantime we wish Minnie and Andrew well.
If anybody need pastoral assistance please contact the Warden.

COLIN DELAMARE
You may or may not know that Colin is a Salvation Army Captain and
is currently working as Chaplain at HMP Liverpool.
Colin has taken the decision to attempt to become a Unitarian Minister. This will not happen overnight but the wheels have already been
put in motion. I urge the whole congregation to help and support
Colin (and Cath) in any way we can.
As a start the committee has agreed to co-opt Colin on to the Church
Committee so that he gets to know how a Unitarian congregation operates.
We all wish Colin well in his endeavours.

WHO IS HAPPY? THE PEACOCK AND THE CROW
A crow lived in the forest and was absolutely satisfied in life. But one
day he saw a swan. “This swan is so white,” he thought, “and I am so
black. This swan must be the happiest bird in the world.”
He expressed his thoughts to the swan. “Actually,” the swan replied, “I
was feeling that I was the happiest bird around until I saw a parrot,
which has two colours. I now think the parrot is the happiest bird in
creation.” The crow then approached the parrot. The parrot explained,
“I lived a very happy life until I saw a peacock. I have only two colours,
but the peacock has multiple colours.”
The crow then visited a peacock in the zoo and saw that hundreds of
people had gathered to see him. After the people had left, the crow
approached the peacock. “Dear peacock,” the crow said, “you are so
beautiful. Every day thousands of people come to see you. When people see me, they immediately shoo me away. I think you are the happiest bird on the planet.”
The peacock replied, “I always thought that I was the most beautiful
and happy bird on the planet. But because of my beauty, I am entrapped in this zoo. I have examined the zoo very carefully, and I have
realized that the crow is the only bird not kept in a cage. So for past
few days I have been thinking that if I were a crow, I could happily
roam everywhere.”

That’s
our problem
too. We
make unnecessary comparison with others and become sad. Learn to
be happy in what you have instead of looking at what you don’t have.
There will always be someone who will have more or less than you
have. Person who is satisfied with what he/she has, is the happiest
person in the world.

FUND RAISING AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS
Here we are already nearing the end of the first month of 2015.
How time flies. I hope you all had an enjoyable and peaceful
Christmas and New Year.
Just to report on the end of 2014’s events, we had a good turnout
for the Christmas Fair and managed to raise approximately £1310
which was a magnificent effort, so thanks to all who helped in any
way and to those of you who came and spent your money. We
also had a good turnout for the Christmas Party and everyone, I
believe, was very happy to greet Father Christmas who managed
to spare a little time to come and visit us. Thanks once again to
the young ladies who organised the event.
By the time you read this, we would have had our ‘Ask The Expert’
sessions, both for the adults and children. We were very fortunate
to have a few very talented people who came and offered to share
their expertise with us at the adult evening. Although there were
only a few of us there, we all enjoyed it and had a good talk to go
with the tea and cake! I hope they get as much out of the junior
version when it takes place.
Turning to the future now, the first event in February will be on
Sunday 15th February when a light lunch will be provided following
the Ladies Service. Please look out for the notice and put your
name up if you intend to partake to help with catering numbers.
Later on in February, on Saturday 28th, we shall be holding a coffee morning from 10.30 until 12.30. This will be accompanied by a
bring and buy stall. Please come along and help us with this fund
raising effort.
Looking a bit further forward, we are fortunate to have Denton
Brass Band playing for us. Unfortunately, their musical director is
unable to come on a Friday night as he works at the hospital and
has had his shifts changed, so the only time we can accommodate the band will be on Thursday 26th March starting at 7.30pm.

The charge for the evening will be £6 and light refreshments will be
served. You don’t have to put your name up for this but all I can say
is get there on time to secure a good seat! It should be a good night.
Our next meeting shall be held on Monday 9th February at 7.15pm
and anyone interested in fund raising or social events is most welcome to attend. We need as much help as possible especially with
new ideas, so please come along if you feel you could assist in any
way.
Sue Howard

QUOTE, UNQUOTE
Whoever is happy will make others happy too.
Anne Frank

Members of the UYPG preparing for the Arts and Crafts
Exhibition

WOMEN’S LEAGUE
There will be no mee ng of the Women's League in February.
The Annual General Meeting of the Manchester District will be held
on Saturday 8th of March at the Bury Church.
On Sunday 16th February, the Stalybridge branch will hold their Annual service at church at 11am when Mrs Sheilah Stott the National
President of the Women's League will take the service. Following the
service there will be a SOUP AND SWEET LUNCH, in aid of this
years National project which is "Singing for the Brain", an Alzheimer's Society project. The cost will be £5 per head. Please put your
name on the list in the foyer (or give me a ring) if you wish to join us.
We need your numbers for catering purposes.
Margaret Hallsworth

FLOWERS FOR FEBRUARY
1st
8th

15th
22th

Mrs Margaret Hallsworth IMO Mr Vic Hallsworth
Mrs Jessie Sykes
IMO Mrs Annie Norfolk & Miss Ada
Blackburn
Mr & Mrs Derek Worthington IMO Mr & Mrs Albert Worthington
Mrs Wendy Mayer
IMO Mr & Mrs Gowling & Peter

STEWARDS FOR FEBRUARY
1st February
8th February
15th February
22th February
1st March

Jennifer Price
Wendy Maher
Ken Howard
Don Andrews
Bill Atkin

MUSIC DURING THE SERVICE

1st February
8th February
15th February
22th February

Voluntary J. Stanley
Prelude C. V. Stanford
Praeambulum Buxtehude
Arioso
D. Steele

