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MINISTER’S LETTER
Dear friends,
A happy New Year to you - may you have a blessed and peaceful
2016!
I would like to thank you all for the support and friendship you have
shown me in the few months that I have had the privilege of being
your minister at Stalybridge. I am especially grateful for your recent prayers, good wishes and get well cards. It’s been a month
since I received surgery and I’m still recovering. I am hoping to be
well enough to resume my ministry in early February. By then I will
know more about whether further treatment, in the form of radiotherapy, may be required.
The past few weeks have been interesting - to say the least, with
challenges as well as unexpected blessings in terms of the care
and understanding I have received from so many different quarters, not forgetting my wife Sue and wider family. During this time,
a member of our Oldham congregation has reminded me of St
Paul’s letter to the Corinthians in which Paul records how he had
asked God to relieve him of his suffering and how God had replied
that his grace was sufficient for him (Paul) and that his strength
was made perfect in weakness. I think here we have an example
of the Pauline God, ‘the God in whom we live and breathe and
have our being’.
And I would venture to say that this revelation of Paul’s gives us an
insight into prayer life. Like St Paul, our own prayers may be heard
by God but we may not receive. In this life we are always subject
to, and carried by, that higher power which is God. Our knowledge
is finite and so we must live by faith. Faith is not knowledge or
even an act of will. Rather, it is an attitude to life that demands our
resignation, our submission in accepting that often, in spite of our
strivings, what will be will be. In handing ourselves over to God we
may find that ‘peace that passes all understanding'. Here we may
find all our weaknesses made bearable in God's perfect strength.
Each of us is in relationship with God and our perceptions of God
may differ. Enough for me to suggest then that the Christian God is
not simply an indulgent parent we may turn to on a whim or when
we are in trouble, but rather the power and the mystery at the centre of our lives.

We will find the greatest insights into the nature of God in the parables of Jesus who told us not to worry about tomorrow because the
issues of today are enough to concern us. All will be well.
Again, my warm good wishes to you all for a very happy New Year.
My best wishes as always,
Bob

WARDEN’S NOTES
Last week I saw an interview given by Denis Law, a fantastic player
who played for Manchester United, Manchester City and of course
Scotland in the 60’s and 70’s. Inevitably he was asked which team
would win if his team of the Law, Best and Charlton era were to play
the current (very poor) Manchester United team. He thought about it
and then said his team would win. To explain that he reminded us
that the members of his team are now all over 70 years old!!! Of
course we will never know what the result would be, we can only
speculate. Some things last for ever but sadly football teams do not.
One thing we can be sure of is that Christianity will last for ever.
Some people like to call it old fashioned and out of date. People who
write off Christianity do so because they are afraid of it, they may not
like it but deep down they know we are right, they are jealous that we
have a genuine faith which we can trust in.
We Christians have a faith, we don’t change our minds and allegiances at the drop of a hat or when a new fad comes along. Christianity will last for ever.
Ken

REV BOB POUNDER
Bob is continuing his recovery under the watchful eye of his wife,
Sue. He sends his love to everybody. He still has appointments with
consultants etc. to go through. All being well Bob hopes to be back in
the pulpit on 7th February. If the situation changes you will be kept
informed.

OBITUARY MR TOM WHITEHEAD
It would be easy for me to talk about Mr Whitehead all day. He is one of
those people I have always known. He has always been here. Coming
to church sitting in the tenor pew every Sunday. When I was younger
Tom’s father, Mr Tom Whitehead senior was sat opposite him in the
bass pew.
Tom simply loved Hob Hill Sunday School and church all his life. Even
while he was not so well he was still concerned about the wellbeing of
this church and its congregation. While he was living with Anne in Eastbourne it was important to him to be kept informed of any news.
I remember Tom producing pantomimes with George Horbury. When
the production started Tom became one of the stage staff. All the men
wore blue or brown overalls to do the work. Tom, being a pharmacist,
wore a white lab coat. The joke every year amongst the stage staff was
that Tom’s white coat was as clean at the end of the week as it was at
the beginning.
I remember in 1955 my dad rented a Rediffusion TV. They were few and
far between in those days. The pictures were only black and white and it
was a bit like watching through a snowstorm. The Cup Final that year
was Manchester City against Newcastle and City lost 3 -1. Tom,
George, Mr Schofield and others all gathered round the TV and I can
still see Tom throwing cushions all over the house when City scored,
even though Tom was a United supporter. The following year when City
beat Birmingham 3-1 the TV broke down and my dad, Tom and these
other so called adults raced out into Stamford Street to flag down the
154 bus so we could go to watch it at the back of Chadwick and Hadfield’s chemists shop in Mossley. That was the nearest place that they
knew there was a TV set.
When the Unitarian Young People’s league went carol singing from midnight on Christmas Eve until Christmas morning we always knew we
would get a mince pie and a sherry at High Bank Avenue.
Tom was involved with so many things, he was a Sunday School Director right until the Sunday School closed in 1985. He was on both the
Sunday School and Church Committees. He was Church Warden from
1974 to 1992. He was in charge of Juvenile Membership when we used
to have a hundred certificates given out at the carol service. He was an
excellent lay preacher and was always keeping cuttings and snippets
which he thought might come in useful for a sermon.

He absolutely loved the Arts and Crafts exhibition because deep down
Tom was a real Sunday School man who recognized the importance of
young people within a congregation. I remember how happy he was
when we won the shield two years ago after so long without a win. To
be honest though he always preferred winning the Challenge Vase.
This church and Sunday School was a part of Tom and Tom will always
be a part of this church. His contribution to this church and Sunday
School has been immense and it just won’t be the same without him.
The funeral service took place at church on 16th December followed by
committal at Dukinfield. Rev Bob Pounder officiated.
Ken

NCUSSU ARTS AND CRAFTS EXHIBITION AT OLD
CHAPEL DUKINFIELD 14TH MAY 2016
The syllabus and all other details are now available in the committee
room. Please note because of the building repairs at Old Chapel the
timings for some of the events may change. Please read the syllabus
carefully. The Stalybridge entries will be received after the morning service on 3rd April.

OLD CHAPEL DUKINFIELD PANTOMIME
The 2016 pantomime is ALLADIN and will be on stage from 13th to 20th
February. Please try to support this great production. Tickets are available from Jenny Halsall on 0161 339 7450.

CHALICE SUBSCRIPTIONS 2016
Thank you for your continuing support of the Stalybridge Unitarian Chalice newsletter. If you wish to continue with your subscription please can
you fill in the enclosed Chalice Subscription form and select the relevant
payment and delivery option.
If you would like to sponsor an edition of Chalice, we would be grateful
to receive a donation of £10. Please fill in the “Sponsorship” section of
the enclosed Chalice Subscription form and indicate if you would like to
remain an anonymous sponsor, otherwise your name will be mentioned
on the front of the sponsored edition.
A short message may also be inserted if you so wish.

FUND RAISING AND SOCIAL GROUP
At the time of writing, I believe we have now entered winter! I must admit it has been a nice day today, although cold and frosty, it has at least
been dry and sunny for some periods.
As I promised in the last edition of Chalice, I can tell you that we managed to make a total of £1149 for the Christmas Fair, so once again
thanks to everyone who made this possible.
Our next event will be a lunch following the service on Sunday 14th February at approximately 1 pm. This will be a St Valentine’s Lunch, and the
cost will be £5.00 per person. Please enter your names on the list on the
board so we know how many to prepare food for.
Following my recent request for people to indicate whether they would
like a talk on Beatrix Potter or Lowry, it appears Beatrix has got the vote.
Consequently, we have arranged for a lady, Pat Osbourne, to come and
give us a talk on the Life of Beatrix Potter on Friday 18th March at
7.30pm. Some people may know Pat as she has given talks in and
around Stalybridge to various groups, so it should be a night to look forward to. Following this talk, we shall be serving a potato pie supper
(and a sweet) to round off the evening. Please look out for the notice on
the notice board and put your name on the list if you intend coming so
we have the numbers for catering purposes. The cost for the evening
which covers the talk and the meal will be £7.50. Please come along
and bring your family and friends.
At our latest fund raising meeting, it was confirmed that we would be
holding a dinner on Friday 22nd April to celebrate both St George’s Day
and the 90th birthday of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. We shall have a
traditional three course English dinner and the price will be £10 per person. A notice will be going up shortly so please enter your names if you
would like to come. As it is a special event, feel free to dress up accordingly!
We are still looking for other ideas to try and raise some money for our
church, so anyone who feels they could help, please come along to our
next fund raising meeting which will be held on Monday 8th February
2016 at church starting at 7.15pm.
We hope to see as many of you as possible on 14th February.
Sue Howard

TREASURER’S NOTE
Please could everyone note that ALL cheques sent to Church for any
reason at all should be made payable to STALYBRIDGE UNITARIAN
CHURCH. A note sent with the cheque should indicate what the
cheque is for, whether it is for flowers, membership, Chalice or anything else. One cheque to cover all of these items together or just for
one of them can be sent.

£1 A MONTH CLUB
Thank you for your continued support for the £1 a month club. Please
contact Beryl Bradbury to continue your membership. New members
are very welcome.

Ken Howard telling members of the UYPG a story
during Sunday service

WOMEN’S LEAGUE
The first meeting in 2016 will be held at church on Wednesday 3rd
February at 3pm. All ladies from church are very welcome, but if you
are coming for the first time please let me know for catering purposes.
The Manchester District AGM will be held at Bury on Saturday February.13th. If you wish to attend please let me know so that we can
arrange transport.
The Women's League Anniversary Service at Stalybridge will be
held on Sunday February 28th followed by a Soup & Sweet Lunch in
aid of this year’s project which is in aid of the Unitarian College
Manchester. Please either put your name on the notice board or
ring me if you wish to attend the lunch.
Margaret Hallsworth

FLOWERS FOR FEBRUARY
7th Mrs Margaret Hallsworth
14th Mrs Jessie Sykes

IMO Mr Vic Hallsworth
IMO Mrs Annie Norfolk & Miss
Ada Blackburn
21st Mr & Mrs Derek Worthington IMO Mr & Mrs A. Worthington
28th Mrs Wendy Mayer
IMO Mr & Mrs Gowling & Peter

STEWARDS FOR FEBRUARY
7th
14th
21st
28th
6th

February
February
February
February
March

Wendy Maher
Ken Howard
Bill Atkin
Jennifer Price
Wendy Maher

MUSIC DURING THE SERVICE
7th
14th
21st
28th

February
February
February
February

Sinfonia
Voluntary VII
Cantilene
Et Resurrexit

G.F. Handel
J. Stanley
C. Harker
Mozart

