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MINISTER’S LETTER
Dear Friends,
In Mitch Albom’s book, ‘Tuesdays with Morrie’- Morrie gives some
advice, “Mitch, if you’re trying to show off to people at the top, forget
it. They will look down at you anyhow. And if you’re trying to show off
for people at the bottom, forget it, they will only envy you. Status will
get you nowhere. Only an open heart will allow you to float equally
between everyone”.
I like this quote because it not only says a lot about the world we live
in but also because we are here presented with a piece of rock solid
advice. The simple advice is to have an ‘open heart’. We get a sense
of this advice from these words taken from Rudyard Kipling’s famous
poem:
If you can talk with crowds and keep your virtue,
Or walk with Kings—nor lose the common touch,
If neither foes nor loving friends can hurt you,
If all men count with you, but none too much…
We live in a divided world that places an emphasis on wealth and
power. Out there, in the market place, superficial beauty and appearances seem paramount. Inner strength and virtue have no marketable value; they are not commodities, neither can they be flaunted, the
true spiritual life is often not desirable, but Jesus said:
Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust
consume and where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes
and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure
is, there will your heart be also. (Matt 6:19-21)
We can choose either the love of money or the love of God. But if we
want to live with an ‘open heart’ we must choose.
My best wishes as always,
Bob.

WARDEN’S NOTES
Once again we are at the beginning of a new year and we
have once more to consider our future. We are doing well as
a congregation, we have a committed Free Christian Minister,
an active and busy committee and a fund raising group who
tries hard to raise funds to keep a roof over our heads and to
give us many opportunities to meet socially. Most importantly
we have an active Sunday School and a group of children
who add something very special to our time of worship and
perhaps provide us with a vision for the future.
But we have a problem. The majority of committee members
and fund raising group members are not spring chickens any
longer! Some of us can simply not keep going for ever. We
really need the younger members of church to become more
actively involved in the organisation and running of the
church. I understand that this is not easy when perhaps both
mum and dad go out to work and there are small children to
look after. At the same time this is not really a new situation,
people have always gone to work and had children. Perhaps it
would be possible to work alongside or “shadow” officers for a
period of time to assess the work involved.
When our AGM comes around in May I would urge other people to consider getting more involved. It is important that we
attempt to secure the future of our congregation and this is
one way of doing that.
The generations need to continue to work together to make
sure our worship and our social activities are relevant to ALL
members off the congregation.
If anyone would like more information or advice I will be more
than happy to help.
Ken

NCUSSU ARTS AND CRAFTS EXHIBITION AT OLD
CHAPEL DUKINFIELD 13TH MAY 2017
The syllabus and all other details will be available shortly. Please note
because of the building repairs at Old Chapel the timings for some of the
events may change. Please read the syllabus carefully. The Stalybridge
entries will be received after the morning service on 2nd April.

OLD CHAPEL DUKINFIELD PANTOMIME
The 2017 pantomime is TOM, THE PIPER’S SON and will be on stage
from 18th to 25th February. Please try to support this great production.
Telephone Jenny Halsall on 0161 339 7450 for tickets.

FLOWER SECRETARY
Margaret Hallsworth has decided to retire from this position after doing
this job for 17 years. We are grateful to Margaret for all her work. The
flowers displayed in church make a huge difference to our worship and
they help to keep people in touch. It is a valuable part of church life. Julie Sheehan and Wendy Maher have agreed to take on this job jointly. I
am sure they would be grateful for any help, if you feel you can be of assistance please contact Julie or Wendy.

£1 A MONTH CLUB
Beryl Bradbury has been looking after this valuable fund raising scheme
for 16 years. Beryl has decided to step down from the end of March. We
are extremely grateful to Beryl for her important work. If anybody is interested in taking over this job please contact Beryl or myself.

A Christmas wall hanging made by Jenny

RETIREMENT
The time has come for me to retire from the position of Flower
Secretary which I have held for nearly 17 years. I would like to
thank the many people who have help me during this time, mainly
Sue and Wendy who have arranged flowers when I've not been
able, and Jenny and Eileen who have helped to distribute the flowers. Also the donors of flowers who live locally and have preferred
to arrange their own have been a great help. I have enjoyed the
chats and letters from the people who live further afield, it has
been good to catch up on their lives and interests.
Julie Sheehan is taking over the position of Flower Secretary, her
details can be found at the front of the Chalice, and I hope that you
will give her as much help as I have been given previously.
Margaret Hallsworth

A beautiful Christmas communion table runner made by the
church ‘Sewing Bees’, Jenny, Wendy and Julie

FUND RAISING AND SOCIAL GROUP
Here we are already at the end of the first month of 2017. I hope
you all had a peaceful and happy Christmas and managed to escape the various bugs going around.
We have already held our first meeting of the year and hope to have
arranged something which you would like to attend.
The first event will be in March, on Friday 3rd when we shall be
showing the original film ‘The Jungle Book’ starting at 7pm. Light
refreshments will be served and as the last film night, the prices
shall be £4 for adults and £1 for children. Please come along for a
night at the movies!
On Friday 17th March, we shall be holding a St Patrick’s Night with a
quiz. Please look out for the notice on the notice board when you
will be able to put your names up.
By April, we shall be thinking about St George! On Sunday 23rd
April, we shall have a St George’s picnic followed by a Treasure
Hunt after the morning service. A notice will also be going up for
this shortly so please look out for that as well.
Just to give you plenty of advance notice, our Summer Fair this year
will be held on Saturday 26th June and the Christmas Fair on Saturday 25th November. Please enter these dates into your diary so you
don’t get booked up for anything else on these important dates.
Just a couple of other dates for the future, we shall be going to
Compos Chippy on Friday 7th July leaving church at 6.30pm and we
shall be holding a games night on Friday 10th October starting at
7pm. Further details will be given in a few months time.
I don’t know if all of you are aware of the pound a month club. This
is currently run by Beryl Bradbury who collects one pound from anyone who wishes to enter and allocates them a number. At the end
of the month a number is drawn out and the winner receives half of
everything taken with the other half going to church funds. Beryl
has been organising it for 16 years now and feels she would like to
stop doing it.

If anyone feels like they would like to take over the running of this,
please speak to Beryl for more details or any committee member.
It would be a shame if we had to let this fund raising effort fall by
the wayside, so please step forward anyone who can spare only a
few minutes a week collecting and recording the pounds paid in.
We are still looking for new ideas that YOU would like to see happening
at church to help raise funds so please let a committee member know or
you’d be very welcome at our next fund raising meeting which will be
held on Monday 13th February at church at 7.15pm. We look forward to
hearing or seeing YOU soon.
All the best
Sue Howard

FROM THE TREASURER
As we are at the beginning of the year, now is the time to be paying your membership fees to be a member of our church. It is £5
per person. If you are a member of the envelope scheme, your
membership fee is taken out of your envelope contributions.
Also, if you use an envelope for the collection, it means we can
claim back Gift Aid from anyone who is a tax payer and pays
enough tax every year to cover what we could claim back which is
25p in every pound. It soon mounts up and is a very welcome
contribution at no extra cost to yourself. Please see me if you
would like to enter into the envelope scheme. It doesn’t matter if
you are not a regular contributor, and even if you only want to
make a single donation, any amount can be claimed back. I will
be having forms with me over the next few months, so you will
need to sign one if you would like us to claim back gift aid on your
behalf. The new year’s envelope scheme will start in April this
year, so that would be a good time to start. If you’ve any questions, please do not hesitate to speak to me and I will do my best
to answer your questions.
Many thanks, Sue Howard

WOMEN’S INSTITUTE
There will not be a meeting in February.

FLOWERS FOR FEBRUARY
5th Mrs Margaret Hallsworth
12th Mrs Jessie Sykes

IMO Mr Vic Hallsworth
IMO Mrs Annie Norfolk &
Miss Ada Blackburn
th
19 Mr & Mrs Derek Worthington IMO Mr & Mrs A.
Worthington
th
26 Mrs Wendy Maher
IMO Mr & Mrs Gowling &
Peter

STEWARDS FOR FEBRUARY
5th
12th
19th
26th
5th

February
February
February
February
March

Wendy Maher
Ken Howard
Bill Atkin
Jennifer Price
Wendy Maher

MUSIC DURING THE SERVICE
5th
12th
19th
26th

February
February
February
February

Postlude
Dambusters March
Cantique
Alla Marcia in A

I. Leybach
Eric Coates
E. Elgar
T. Adams

